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i)EVIL UPON TWO sncKs. 



CHAP. XXI. 

The same Subjects continued, 

" I HAVE now something very interesting^ 
indeed, to present to you/' said Asmodeus, 
"do me the favour, therefore, to say if you 
can discover any thing in that room, whose 
windows are so cautiously guarded by 
shades and jalousies^ from the glare of un- 
welcome light, and the prying curiosity of 
opposite neighbours ?*' ^* To tell you the 
truth,'' answered Don Cleofas, " I am 
equally excluded by both the one and the 
other, from this interesting chamber; and 
shall, I believe, remain in an equal state of 
impossibility to view whatever rarities it 
.may contain, if you do not think proper to 
remove the obstacles that are placed before 
it,;— or to lend me, for the occasion, the 

VOL. V. » 
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lynK*s beam, which may enable me fo set 
through them.'' " That might easily be 
contrived/' replied the Demon ; " and if 
tt were necessary, I should not hesitate to 
communicate to you, the pervading fa- 
culty: — But as the history I am about to 
relate would gain very little, if any thing, 
from your being admitted to a sight of the 
•object of it, I will proceed to relate it to 
'you without such a needless and uninterest- 
ing preparation." 

A Sketch of the Life of a Beauty. 

" Cecilia^s father was a gentleman of 
considerable landed property in ^ western 
county of this kingdom ; and her mother^ 
the sister of an Irish peer, of modern crea- 
tion. — ^lliey had, at a very early period, 
sought the bands of Hymen, where many 
others have gone to seek them, on the other 
side of the Tweed ; and, considering the 
general consequences of runaway mar- 
riages, had lived in tolerable cordiality and 
good humour with each other. — ^They had 



two diildren ; a son, who liaving the .pro- 
mise of good part?, was educated by the 
iatiier, to politics, aiad party, with a view of 
getting a. peerage for his fenaily ; — and a 
daughter, who having the promise of great 
beauty, was educated by the mother, with 
a. view of gettinga peer for her husband. 
iBut as it was the object of the former to 
elevate his rank, and, of course, to keep 
his estate undiminished by a daughter's 
ifortune, it became the sole study of thc^ 
latter to make her daughter so rich in 
jcharins and accomplishments, as to render 
^. marriage portion wholly unnecessary. — 
'She was, therefore, educated by her affec- 
tionate parent upon the same piinciples' 
that .a dealer employs in training an horse 
•for sale. 

"'{Gecilia, as she grew up, more thaa 
answered her mother's expectation ^ — na- 
ture, as if she wished to favour the views 
of the parents, had lavished her choicest 
bount-ies on the. form and features of tlueir 

adghter.^— 'JShc was lovely bt-youclauy coot- 

B 2 
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mon description, — and her education had 
but one object, which was, to qualify her to 
display her various perfections by the 
illustrating aid of accomplishments and 
manners. 

" So well, indeed, had the young lady 
been instructed,— and such adisposition she 
had shewn to receive instruction, that before 
she attained her seventeenth year, she 
knew, with the most accurate precision, 
when to smile, and when to frown, — with 
whom she was to practise reserve, or to 
whom she was to pay attentions, — at what 
moment she was to be enclosed with dig- 
nity, and the precise occasion when she 
was to dissolve in condescension. — The 
highly decorated dress for a ball, or the 
simple ndgligi for a breakfast table : the 
Amazonian habit for the morning, or the 
robe of careless arrangement for the even- 
ing, with every intermediate form of toi- 
lette embellishment, were understood by 
her, in all their varieties and effects. To 
every act and motion she knew how, on 
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the instant, to give the appropriate grace ; 
nor did she ever enter a room, but she im- 
mediately discovered, with all the skill of a 
painter, where to place the lovely portrait 
of herself. - 

" It is almost unnecessary to inform you, 
that so charming a creature, in the first 
bloom of youth, and enriched with every 
accomplishment, and I might add, every 
art of her sex, attracted the eye of admira- 
tion, wherever she appeared. — Cecilia had 
lovers in plenty, — and almost as many pro- 
posals of marriage as lovers; — but though 
several of them were such as would not 
have been refused on general principles; 
yet, as they all, more or less, implied an 
expectation of such a fortune as might 
reasonably be demanded from a man of her 
father's situation and property, they had a 
tendency rather unfavourable to the family 
object of marrying her without any fortune 
at all. 

^^ But as the declaration of such an in- 
tentiod, when formally made, though it 
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might not have checked some of thte niore 
passionate of her aditiirers, wobld haim 
given a very painful wound to the young 
lady's coasequence, as well as to the pride 
of her family, another mode was adopted 
for the attainment of thtir favourite ob- 
ject, which, though of a much less honour- 
able nature, as it was only known to the 
parties concerned, would save their feel** 
ings the mortification that might otherwise 
have arisen from the observations and opi* 
nions of tiie world'. 

*^ This admirable plot was nothing, kss 
than to encourage the passion of a youog 
nobleman, the heir of a great title and 
large fortune whovvas on duty, wich a r6gi>» 
ment of militia in the neighbourhood.-^ 
The yonng lord was violently eoaaidDiredjr--- 
and the young lady, actisig isnder matssiMi 
instructionSy-^ did nothing, as 3rou maybe 
assured, to lessen the ardour of bia aittachr 
ment ; — and as he feared to inform bis 
father of the situation of hii hearty— and 
3he dared not commui^ca^ %o l)er motlaer 
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Ae state of her mind, — there was but one 
way opei) to tlieir mutual happiness; — ^aqd 
that way led. to Scotland, — where they 
were married, — The young lady in a-short 
time returned with her young lord, to her 
father's house ; — who, after some assumed 
awkwardness on his part, — and a great deal 
of sincere interposition on the part of ber 
mother, — suffered his consent to be obr 
tained, that the young people should re- 
main with him till Lord — • was disr 

posed, — as he had every r,eason to believQ 
would, very soon be the case, — tp be recon- 
ciled to this unexpected marriage. 

" The old peer, at firs,t, felt an immode- 
rate degree of indignation at the conduct 
of his son; — but as he was his only chil4, 
«— and the last stock of an ancient and ho- 
HQurable family, — be soon began to cool in 
his resentment ; — and as the lady who had 
beco,me bi*^ daughter, wa& in a rank of life 
by no means unsuitable to his own, — hp 
began, in a very few days after he had re- 
ceived the intelligence of his. son's mar- 
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riage, to feel an inclination to be reconciled 
to the young people; — and the friendsf 
whom he consulted on the occasion, hap- 
pening, very fortunately for all parties, to 
be persons of understanding, — they advised 
him in the most urgent manner, to indulge 
the generous sentiment. 

** Their good counsels being in perfect 
concord with his good dispositions, — he 
declared his intention to be governed by 
them ;-^and accordingly dispatched a mes- 
senger, to invite his son to return home, 
and bring his bride along with him. — This 
pleasing command was obeyed with all the 
haste of extreme satisfaction ; — and Cecilia 
was instructed how to act, in order to wiii 
a father, as she had gained an husband.-— 
She was fully equal to the task assigned 
her; — and every arrangement of person 
and behaviour was studiously contrived and 
considered, in order to produce the effect 
of cordial reconciliation. 

'* The old nobleman had been a man of 
gallantry in his youth, and retained the 
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decent remains of his early dispositions to 
the present period of his life. — But though 
paternal afFection, as well as his natural 
pride, had been very much affected by what 
he termed very unfriendly, as well as un- 
dutiful conduct in his son, he had declared, 
again and again, to his chaplain, over their 
evening wine, — that if the unlucky, h}po- 
critical rogue had, after all, married a hne 
girl, as he had every reason to hope, from 
his having run away with her, he would not 
meet him with a sour look : — But, he 
would add, if the silly rascal had brought 
sn ugly minx into the family, he himself, 
though he was within a month of three* 
score, would marry the first handsome wo- 
man who would have him, to save the ho- 
nour of his name. 

- *^ Such was the temper of his mind, 
when, as he was looking from the library 
window into his park, he saw the chaise 
approaching,, whose arrival was to bring 
joy or disappointment along with ii. — 
K, therefore, retired in a state of uncom- 

2 3 
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mon agitation, to the drawing-room ; ami 
before be cotrld compose himself into that 
dignity of appearance which he conceived, 
to be suitable to the occasion, the loveliest 
creature he had ever beheld was at his feet ; 
and, as she kissed his hand, declared she* 
would never rise from that posture till he- 
had accepted the promised duty of her 
life, as an atonement for one breadi of it> 
committed by her husband; — there she 
resolved to remain till she had reconciled 
the best $on to the most honoured 
father. 

" The old peer, who thought he saw 
an angel on her knees before him, wasi 
some time before he recovered from the 
contending feelings of joy atliS astonish- 
ment ; at length he caught her in hisarms^ 
and called her his charming daughter : — 
He then embraced his son, — thanked him 
in the warmest terms of acknowledgment 
for adding so much beauty to his family^ 
and declared that hour .to be the happiesi 
of his life.^'He danced about the room as 
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if he himself had been the enchanted 
bridegroom ; and the lovely object of all 
his joy was obliged to employ her prevail- 
\^S persuasions to moderate those tran-j 
sports, which, besidjS&the ridiculous appear-? 
ance they assumed, were at last too mucl^ 
for his strength, ^nd beg^n to alarm them^ 
from the very violent agitation of his spi- 
rits which thejr occasioned. 

^* The fallqwing day he was more calm, 
l>ol) not less happy ; and Cecilia, who did 
not neglect those attentions which she 
thoijight necessary to secure her future ob- 
jects,-:— took an opportunity, in answer to 
SQOie of his complimentary congratulationa^ 
to beg hiii^ kind periiiission to dispatch a 
ix^essenger to inform her father and mo- 
ther of his parental favour, and to put an 
end to the painful suspense of their hap- 
piness, by assuring them of the consum- 
mate state of her own • This request was 
i)o sooner made, than an express was 'sqnt 
tp invite them, in the mo3t pressing man 
ner^ to come and see their daughter at a 
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place where she was mistress of all : and 
they were no sooner arrived, than Lord 

• desired Cecilia to acquaint her 

father, that he had already given instruc- 
tions to his lawyer to prepare settlements 
equal to her merit and his rank ; and that, 
as a proof of the entire satisfaction he felt 
in his son's choice, he should consider it as 
a personal affront, if the least hint was 
given of adding a marriage portion to the 
invaluable treasure she already.possessed in 
herself 

" Thus was every object attained to 
which Cecilia's charms had been directed. 
In her present elevated situation she en- 
joyed all the happiness that could be derived 
from fortunate beauty. The assiduous 
attentions of an amiable husband, — the 
lavish affection of a doting father, — ^the 
splendour of a great fortune, and the gaze 
of fond admiration wherever she went,— 
all contributed to her satisfaction. — But 
amidst these singular and various advan- 
tages, Cecilia had but one object of regard^ 
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— ^aiid that was herself. — She esteemed her 
husband, — and she felt something like gra- 
titude to her father-in-law ; but her atten- 
tions and interests were to the figure which 
her glass reflected when she stood before 
it. — For when the old Lord died, she did 
not shed a tear; — and when, about two 
years after, she lost her husband, her mind 
was principally occupied in considermg how 
the weeds of widowhood would become 
her. It is true she wore the appearance of 
sorrow on the occasion, — and they who 
^aw the tears on her cheeks, placed them 
to the account of tender affection, and 
conjugal regret ; — but those sentiments 
had no concern in unlocking the sources 
of her grief. — She wept at nothing more 
ihan the mortifying reflection, that the 
tyranny of custom would hide her for 
a certain number of months from the 
world, and that the period of her mourning-, 
was so much precious time lost to those 
enjoyments which constituted the happi- 
ness of her life. Nor did the widowed 
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Coantess reason in opposition to those 
principles which had hitherto governed all 
her thoughts and actions* 

" She was not twenty-6ve, — and everjf 
trait of personal beauty continued its un- 
impaired lustre. She possessed ^gh rank, 
— a jointure of three thousand pounds a 
year>-«-and other flattering advantages of 
fortune and luxury. — She did sot ihink 
more highly of her situation than it ^^ 
served, when she imagined thatj ^mife4 
as she hitherto had beeii in |he ch^ractef 
of a wife^ she should be adored in her pre* 
sent free and unshackled state. Nor w^^ 
her expectations very unreasonable^ ihat^ 
being once again a sii^Ie wonian, witb 
«very advantage and attraction of th^t coqt 
dittoni she shQul^ be followed ^nd sought 
in nHirriage by the first men ii^ the king^ 
dom ; and thatj being ii^ ^ state of superior 
independence, she might indulge in all the 
glory of female dominion, till satiated with 
its pleasures, she should chuse to command 
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tbe completion of her vanity, by retiring tq» 
the calm dignity of a ducal coronet/* 

" The picture is animated/' said Don 
Cleofas, ** and female vanity comes for-« 
ward with no common effect from your 
canvas : — as it is a powerful engine of your 
art, it is also a favourite subject of your elo-^ 
qocnce." " Be that as it may/' answered 
the Demon, " you, I am sure, will acknow-i 
le%e, that in those descriptioi^ of the 
human hearty which I have so often given 
yoo, I never failed to do equal justice to 
the virtues, as well as the failings of eitheif 
sex. — I shall, therefore, with ^our Lord«% 
ship's permission, continue my important 
and interesting story. 

" You will not wonder/' continued As* 
modeus, ^^ that with such dispositions, and 
ia such expectations, as I have described 
our heroine to possess, she should sicken 
at the tedious^ unmeaning, and senseless 
decencies of fashionable widowhood But 
time is continutUy passing on in one oonti* 
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nual pace^ which, though it cannot be 
shortened, by the happy, nor quickened 
by the wretched, will not fail, in its due 
course, to put an end to the joys of the 
one, and the sorrows of the other.— The 
impatient period, therefore, at length arriv- 
ed, when the beauteous widow came for« 
ward from behind the cloud that had, for 
some time, obscured her from the public 
eye ; and, which you might not, perhaps,, 
expect to hear, every dream of her vanity 
was fulfilled. All the homage which could 
flatter beauty, was paid to her charms^— 
and all the pleasure that could result from 
the grati6catioa of the most boundless 
vanity, she fully enjoyed: — and, ta 
conclude the whole, when the repetition of 
these various sweets palled upon her mind, 
a ducal coronet was laid at her feet, and by 
an hand that would confer the highest ho^ 
nour on her acceptance/' — 

" I have,*' interrupted the Count, " fol- 
lowed this alluring beauty, st^ by step^ 
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through the delightful path which an en- 
amoured fortune has appeared to conduct 
her, to the present summit of her gratified 
ambition. — And now, my disappointment 
will be inexpressibly pleasing to me, if I 
should not find that some swinging misfor- 
tune IS prepared to overtake her, I am 
really alarmed at the idea of looking for- 
ward^ lest I should behold this brilliant lu- 
minary, which gave so much lustre to the 
world of fashion^ obscured by some impe- 
netrable cloud of adversity, or setting for 
ever in the grave." 

" It is not for me/' said the Demon, *^ to 
invent stories for the amusement of your 
fancy, but to relate facts for the instruction 
of your mind ; and if your tender appre- 
hensions are so much alarmed, as to render 
it offensive to yoUr delicate sensations^ (or 
me to continue the sequel of Cecilia's his- 
tory, we will, if you please, leave the fair 
lady in the splendid position to which my 
narrative has conducted her, and pass on 
to some other object.'* 
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"I feel the impertinence of my interrupt 
ticin/' replied Don Gleofas; " and mosfc 
humbly intreat your worship to continue 
your relation ; for, after alh I am not with* 
Qut a small propenaity to peep behind tho^e 
jalommsj and see whetfeer this paragon of 
beauty has not received some embellish- 
ments from: the colourirrg of your elo- 
quence.'* 

" I should treat you as yon deserve, my 

goo J friend/' answered Asmodeua/ " if I 

Wscre to punish your interruptions, by re» 

fusing to indulge your curiosity with any 

ftirther information concerning the object 

Qf ypur present afctention:: — but, perhaps^ 

J sb«ll do it i!nore effectually, by an. assu* 

ranee, that if I were to introduce you into 

Cecilia's (Asamber, you would not be able 

to form ai right judgmenit of the tmth. or 

fels^haod of my descriptioas ;-^forj though 

by no^ means despoiled of every ch^riii^ 

she^alas! is bo longer that cunning p9t 
tera of e)u:ellent beauty which. I bavt;. 
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bitfaepta^so warmly, and>, indeed^ sO) justly 
rej^jesented h«f to be." 

" I. havie beoft! trembling/' said th^ 
Count, " for some time, with- the appre* 
hension of tliia unwelcome intelligence ;*— 
and. my mind has foreboded the cruel re« 
V6rse which you are about to reveal to me. 
To such a woman^. the Iosb of life must 
stand in no comparison with the loss^ o£ 
beauty ; and 1 do honestly d<eclare> that it 
tvoufd not touch my feelings so deeply^.to 
see the escutcheona on her hearse, — sa to 
hear you tell pf the disfigurement of her 
persDu." 

^* If your ardent zeil in behalf of beauty/ 
Feptied the Detooni '' will permit me to 
proceed, I i^all inform you5 that when Ce^ 
ciUa. was a child, an eruptive disorder wa9 
inistaken> by a country apothecary^— as it 
has sometimes been by a Lotidon. physicians 
"-^Cot the small-pox; — and her parent^ 
were so delighted at her recovery from 
such an alarmitig disease^ without any of 
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those unpleasant efiects which are some- 
times produced by it, that they gave a very 
elegant entertainment to the neighbour- 
hood on the joyful occasion. 

" Cecilia, therefore, being fully persuad- 
ed that she had nothing to fear from a 
disorder which is such a declared foe to 
beauty, did not hesitate to pay a visit to 
one of her female friends who was just re- 
covering from this invidious malady, — and. 
whose face, a general report had declared 
to have been very unhandsomely treated by 
it. — This young lady, th9ugh she was 
marked, and very deservedly, in the class 
of fashionable fine persons, — was by no 
means formed to be a competitor for pub- 
lic admiration with Cecilia,— nevertheless, 
she possessed certain qualifications of mind 
and manners, which, by occasionally at* 
tracting the notice, and receiving the admi- 
ration of that description of people called 
men of understanding, — had awakened a 
secret jealousy in the bosom of the superior 
beauty. — ^The visit, therefore, of the latter. 
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musty I fear^ be attributed to that interest* 
ed curiosity, of whatever kind you may 
suppose it to be, which may be most natu- 
rally imagined to arise in the breast of a 
rival on such an occasion. — But, be that as 
it may, the consequences which proceeded 
from it were, though in different degrees, 
of the most mortifying nature; — for she 
found her sick friend, in direct contradic- 
tion to common report, without any injury 
to her countenance, but such as time would 
speedily remove; — and, which proved a 
very unexpected misfortune indeed, she 
herself caught the infection ; — the disease 
quickly followed, — and has left those marks 
of its destructive power on her beauty, 
which time will never elfface. 

" You,'" continued Asmodeus, " who, 
with the true spirit of knight-errantry, feel 
so much for beauty in distress, — and whose 
sensations are so alive to female misfor- 
tune, — will conceive, better than I can de- 
scribe, Cecilia's distressing apprehensions, 
when she discovered the real state of her 
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tiituation,*— M^hlch, as long as possiHle, u^is 
prudently ooncealed from Iher. — ^You-tnay 
equally imagine the emotfoneof her despair, 
•v^hen she veflected, that by the menacing 
ravages of h^r disease, tb.e elevating influ- 
ence which had gained all the .principal ob- 
jects of her past life^ and was to «secur& 
those on which she rested the importance 
f^f every future 'period of it, would be jso 
much diminished, if not wholly aC'an end; 
that the eye, from which envy had darted 
its half- admiring beams towards her supe- 
rior charms, would now scarce deign, per- 
haps, to regard her with an humbling look 
of assumed pity ; — and tliat she must 
either seclude herself entirely from the 
world, — or enter into it to struggle with 
rthe most afflicting and poignant mortifica- 
tions.— 'At present she has adopted the 
plan of retirement ;— and, to disguise her 
appearance from the very few friends she 
admits to her society,— as well as to hide 
it, as much as possible, from herself, she- 
Jives in a dar-kened ro:jm,-^5its witli her 
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tiack towards the very little light that h 
udmitted through the blinds which obscure 
the windows, — has banished the lookitigr 
glass from her presence, — and passes her 
time in the deep melancholy of hopeless 
dejection, 

" But while her misfortunes, — for I will 
acknowledge that a sudden, accidental di- 
minution of beauty, in any degree, to be a 
proportionate misfortune to such a woman, 
— awaken your pity, — her conduct under 
it is by no means calculated to justify the 
commiserating sentiments of a reflecting 
mind. — ^Though her features have suffered 
a change, they are by no means disfigured. 
If she had never possessed more charms 
than she displays even at this moment, she 
would have been very unreasonable not to 
have been satisfied with her present claim 
to admiration. — Her countenance has not 
lost all its attractions, — and her form has 
received no injury ; — but her original 
beauty has suffered a diminution, and her 
happiness, is entirely blasted. — ^The noble- 
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man whose offer of marriage had beea 
accepted by her, declared^ as he stood by 
her bed^ in the most disfiguring state of 
her disorder^ that no ravages its utmost 
malignity could commit on her charms, 
would cause the slightest change in hi» 
affection. — He is now anxious to fulfil his 
promise, and would see no alteration in her 
beauty, — at least to occasion any diminu- 
tion of his sentiments towards her, — if 
she would admit him to give that honour- 
able and sincere assurance ; — but she will 
not receive him into her presence, nor 
hear of his entreaties to be received by her. 
She is firmly persuaded, that his former 
declarations were those of a generous com- 
passion, — and that he would now start 
with horror, if his humanity did not re- 
strain him, at the sight of her ; — or, at 
least, retreat with coldness from the shock- 
ing spectacle of her ravaged beauty. 

*^ With these sentiments, that no per- 
suasions can change, — and not daring to 
consult her mirror, which, though it might 



tiT ENGLAND, ^'5 

4ti9brd her some mortification, would by 
no means provoke . her despair, — she pur-^ 
Aues such a, conduct as will shortly termi* 
liate in the grave; — and prove an example 
of the proverb, — that a yoyng wpman, on 
her death-bed, is more alarmed for the lo§Sf 
of her beauty than her life." 

" My fears are fulfilled," said the Count, 
^^ I expected that all this fair, uninterrupted 
career of good fortune would end in some 
<lire mishap. — ^There is one thing, however, 
great in her determination; — she is an 
heroine in her way, — for she will live d 
beauty, — or she will live no more/* 

*^ But to turn your thoughts,*' inter* 
rupted the Demon, '' from this last scend 
of capricious, silly vanity, — which, after all, 
J perceive, occasions a sadness at your 
heart, — I shall beg of you to fix your 
regard on the house with Venetian window- 
blinds, where you will see an old man, and 
a gentleman sitting by his bed-side, vviiQs0 

9 

rank is discoverable by the star on nip 
breast. — The latter is consoling his poor 

VOi,. V. c 
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friend with some detached hints on the 
Very comfortable opiate doctrine of anni- 
hilation : — ^but that is an idea, which men 
^t their last hour are not always disposed 
to adopt, even wheti it might be their 
interest that it should be realized.— This 
dying man thinks repentance a better 
thing ; — and deceives himself into an opi- 
nion of his efficacious practice of it, by 
passing over a whole life of libertinism and 
infidelity, — and reserving all his contrition 
for the unkindness wilh which he treated 
•his father, who died fifty years ago. 

" A little farther, on the same side of 
the way," continued Asmodeus, " there is 
another singular scene of a dying pillow.--^ 
It is, however, of a very different nature 
from that which we have just considered: 
—It is an act of conscientious friendship, 
from a mind naturally superstitious, and, 
in it3 decaying state, is clinging to little 
things. — If your eye takes the line of 
upper windows, it will, in a few moments, 
jirrive at a chamber, where an amiable- 
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looking iQari is sitting on a bed^ — which is 
d death*bed,~T-with his hand locked in that 
of the person in it;~nor, were you ta 
guess for the rest of your life, — which, I 
trust, will be lengthened through many 
years of happiness, — would you approach 
the subject of thevr conversation. — You 
must know then, that one is a painter of 
great eminence, and the other an emi- 
nent literary character, who has just ob- 
tained a faithful promise of compliance 
with his last and most urgent request from 
bis friend, — who is as astonished to hear, 
as you will be to be informed, that it is no- 
thing more or less than that he will never 
again employ his pencil on a Suncby." 

" I presume,'' said the Count, '^ that tlie 
dying counsellor supposes the greatest, or 
perhaps the jonly defect of bis surviving 
friend's character to be, such a love of his 
art, as to intrude it upon the more serious 
occupation of the sabbath/' 

<* And if that were the case," replied 
the Demon, ** po wise mm can think that 

C2 
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it deserved the reproachful exhortation dt 
a dying hour. — But so it is ; and your 
Lordship must be already pretty well con*- 
vinoed how often^ in the language oi % 
poet of this country, 



4€ 



Life's last scene supplies 



*' Fears of the brave, and follies of the wise.** 

*' It is very common," observed Don 
Cleofas/ ^' to talk ourselves^ and to heaa^ 
others harangue on the varieties of life ; — 
but it appears to me, as if its last hour 
underwent as many changes as any of 
those which precede it." 

^* It is even so," replied the Demon; 
/^ for as the human features, though form* 
ed for the same purposes, possess some 
shades of difference in the most resembling 
countenances, so every part of life has its 
distinct varieties, according to the qualities 
and situation of men ; — and, perhaps, no 
feature of life, for it may be well described 
by f that name, is subject to more variety 
than the' last scene of it. — Indeed, if you# 
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Lordship will turn round, and look across 
a garden decorated with poplar trees, to a 
room enlightened by a large bow-window, 
you will see another instance of the vari- 
eties of life's approaching termination. 

" The gentleman, whom you see re- 
clining in an arm-chair, with a lady writing 
at the table beside him, has but a few days 
to live, and is preparing for the event with 
the calmness of a mind that has long been 
habituated to consider death as a common 
transaction of life. He is, at this momen^^ 
treating it ^s such ; for he is dictating a 
statement of his last quarterly expenses (o 
a grand- daughter, who serves him as an 
emanuensis on the occasion.-^' I will give 
my executors,' he says, * as little trouble as 
possible : —I trust, indeed, they will have little 
more than that of consigning my remaini^ 
to their last and longreix>se.^ — He will not, 
^rhaps, leave behind him *in the world 
, which he is about to forsake a better man 
.,thati himself. -rA.mong his many excel- 
lencies, he possessed a quality which is not 
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always the associate of good men, and that 
is, an undeviating spirit of reflection and 
consideration. — To forward modest merit, 
— to encourage ingenious talents, — and to 
vindicate oppressed innocence, are among 
the admirable purposes to which He de- 
voted his influence, his fortune, and his 
-abilities; but he was enabled to exercise 
himself in the noblest acts, both of public 
and private munificence, not more from 
the abundance of his wealth than the wis- 
dom of his economy. 

^* This prudent attention, however, to 
the regulation of his affairs, did not pro- 
ceed from a narrow spirit of accumulating 
for himself, but to increase his means of 
benefitting others; and to keep £hat reser- 
voir always replenished, from which so 
many rills were continually flowing, for 
the purposes of private and public good.~- 
Nor does he think, that having, through- 
out his life, endeavoured to keep a fair 
account with Heaven, he ill employs sonie 
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of the latest hours of it in settling his af^ 
fairs with the world. 

" I shall now indulge you with another 
example," said the Demon, " by request- 
ing you to give your attention to the attic 
story of a large house that forms the cor- 
ner of a square." 

•* What you may hereafter please to 
discover to me, I know not," said the 
Count, " but at present I see nothing there 
like the end of life, — unless an old gentle- 
man should be considered by you as aa 
object which may naturally lead tp the 
consideration of it— He has, however, no 
appearaj[ice of immediate dissolution, — qo 
the contrary, I should consider him rather 
as an hearty man of his years. — He is ac- 
tually writing without spectacles, and beiars 
no marks, of debility or decay, that is evi- 
dent, at least to my perception.'' 

** He is himself, however,** answered- 
Asmodeus, " not without pretty strong 
suspicions that he has but a short time to 
live. — He has, indeed^ felt such a peculiar 
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change in himself within the last twenty- 
four hours, as to give him very just cause 
to apprehend that the struggle he has 
maintained with time, for the last two 
years, is on the point of being decided 
against him/' 

Then, T presume,** said Don Cleofas, 

it is that melancholy instrument, call^ 
a last will and testament, which he is now 
transcribing with so much haste." 

** There again," observed the Devil, 
^* the 6xhaustless variety of the scene baf- 
fles your penetration. — It is a letter to & 
friend, who happens to be particularly ac- 
qiiainted with the various circumstances of 

• • • 

his varying life : — and the object of this 
last epistle is, aft^r mentioning the appre- 
hensions he entertains of his approaching 
death, — to request, as the last desire of his 
life, — "that the gentleman to whom it is 
addressed, wilP do justice to his name and 
character, when the wotthy man himself 
shall be no more. 

** Nor is it'an anxiety tliat misbecomes 
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him. — He is a gentleman who, in early 
life/ had the fairest promise of continuing 
prpspenty, — whose career, was for many 
years splendid, — whose friendship to . indi- 
viduah was continual, — whose services to 
his country were uncommonly meritorious, 
—and who closes a long life in neglect and 
dependence.— Of his errors, it may with 
truth be said, that they were the exube- 
rance of his good qualities, rather than the 
offspriog of any, habitual depravities,— and 
;that his faults w^re rather the fruits of his 
misfortunes than the defects of his. nature.. 
— Hence it is, that the pardonable vanity 
which has been a principal and governing 
.feature of his character throughout life, 
4ccompanies him to the end of it.<— He is 
natv^agitatfxi with the most anxious desire 
that the unsuspected pen ,of friendship 
may-do justice to his memory, even wh^n 
his efir wjU be closed, and he can no longer 
hear the voice of censure or of praise. 
'* As I see you appear affected at the 

recital, you may comfort yourself with the 

c 3 
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assurance that the request which this poor 
gentleman is now writing, wiH be answered 
by the most solemn engagement to fulfil it; 
— ^and that he will die in peace.** 

" There is something so interesting in 
his appearance/' said Don Cleofas, ** and, 
from the hints you have communicated, 
my curiosity is so awakened to his history^ 
that I should be much obliged^ if it occurs 
to your memory, hereafter to favour me 
with that account of him and his life, 
which his friend, who knows so much of 
both, will communicate to the world/* 

" As your frame of mind is suited to the 
occasion," replied the Demouj ** I will 
exercise my powers of anticipation^ and 
present it to you in the very words in 
which it will be shortly written,'* — ^The 
Count expressed his gratitude, and the 
Devil upon Two Sticks, having taken pos- 
session of a convenient balcony for his 
noble friend's convenience, proceeded as 
follows. 
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4 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

I 

OF 

F—^ M y Esq* 

^ They whp remember this gentleman 
when he was improving the beauties anci 
exercising the hospitality of his delightful 

residence in the county of y will 

surely heave a sigh at the reflection^ that 
he breathed his last at a distance from, and 
jdo longer in the possession, of it. — Nor 
jcan it fail to heighten the regret of huma- 
nity» when it is known, that the latter days 
.of a man, the greater part of whose life, 
and almost the whole of whose fortune, 
was exhausted in aggrandizing the scenes 
of inanimate nature, and refining on the 
satisfactions of social life^ — should be passed 
in neglect, and under oppression, — in dis- 
couragtment and dependence. 

" That his misfortunes were, in some 
measure^ the offspring of his imprudence, 
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— or, in other words, that by an inconsi- 
derate desire to make others happy, he at 
last rendered himself extremely wretched, 
— is a circumstance that those who loved 
him best must •T}e content to acknowledge 
and lament. 

^ ** Mr. M inherited his shire 

estate, which was upwards of a thousand 
poutids per annum, with a very large 
prbperty in Antigua. — His income may, 
thet-efore, be supposed to have been suffi- 
cient for all the general purposes of elegant 
life,— but it did not prove sufficient for 
him. — ^In improving the natural beauties 
^f his fine place, he refused no expense,— 
and in rendering it universally acceptable 
to the numierous friends, and crowds of 
strangers by whom it was visisted,— he 
employed an hospitality which Was boun- 
teous and splendid beyond example*— 
Persons of every rank were conducted, 
with all possible convenience, and th6 tttdst 
respectful attention, through the long cir- 
cuit of his terrestrial paradise, and had 
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nothing to pay when they came to the end 

of it. — Mr. M was the first who- 

abolished the odious tax, which some years ^ 
ago was levied by servants on the visitors, 
of their masters. — Thus he lived for many 
years, in a place which was more visited 
than any private house in the kingdom, — 
and was visited by none who did not bear 
away with them a grateful esteem for th^ 
owner of it. * , 

** It will not be necessary to dwell upot^ 
the uncertain nature x)f West India estates,, 
as it is a circumstance so universally 
known. — It may be sufficient to relate, 
that, from a very expensive mode of life in 
England, and an untoward succession of 

dry sumihers in Antigua, Mr. M at 

length found himself in such an embar- 
Wd situation, as to render it expedient 
'for him to offer his English estate to sale;. 
— ^and a nobleman of great eastern wealthy 
had consented to give fifty-two thousand 
•pounds, as the purchase of it,-^when he 
was suddenly appointed by the East India 
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Company, to return once more -to India^ 
in order to settle the disorders, which at 
that time disturbed the administration of 
the oriental possessions of the British era^ 
fire. 

" Such an unexpected circumstance pre-? 
vented, as may be supposed, any further 
.progress in the proposed sale; — and, 
though many successive and considerably 
offers were made for the purchase of th^ 
property in question, — as they, none of 
them, reached the price which had been 

set upon it, — Mn M stillcontinued^ 

though on somewhat of a more confined 
scale, to preserve the elegant and host- 
pitable character of the place. 

" The county in which hie estate wa3 
situated, was very greatly indebted to him. 
— Among many other acts of great public 
utility, — with a most inde&tigable zeal^ 
and at a very considerable expense, be.pro- 
cured, by his own personal interest and 
exertions, a bill to be passed in Parliament, 
which iavolved in it near three hundred 
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miles of turnpike- road in that county ;— ^ 
by which act, instead of almost imp^sable 
ways, every principal town found itself in 
pos8e?'«ion of a turnpike communication 
with the other principal towns of the 
county, and with the navigation of one 
of the first navigable rivers in the kingdom. 

" Hence it was, that on a vacancy in tlie 
^Parliamentary representation of ■ shire, 
he was persuaded to offer himself as a can- 
'didate on the occasion : — All that personal 
popularity could do, it did for him ; — but 
being niost zealously opposed by many of 
the old established interests and command* 
ing properties of the county, — and being 
supported in a very lukewarm and doubtful 
manner, by the leading powers of his own 
party, — he failed in obtaining the honour 
he so well deserved ; — and the expenses of 
this election, with some very iinpleasant 
circumstances which attended the loss of 
it, gave the final blow to what remained of 
his former prosperity. 

^f Still, however, be would have hem, 
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contented to lire on his estate, in humility 
and retirentient^'-r-aad satisfied With tht 
pride of his jdace, \roUld' have given up aH 
the pride of his own, if he had' not been con- 
trolled by an iriflueace he had, Unfot-tU'- 
nately, never been able to; resist; — to 
which the goodness of his heart aldqe ittv- 
pelled him to yield, — ^nd which an humane 
delicacy, ^nd innate generosity of mind^. 
would never suffer him to explain. 

*^ He was therefore under this mortifying 
necessity of biddiiig adi^u.fo a spot, >?vhich: 
was justly considered as the fifst in poirtt 
of picturesque beauty, in a kirigdom which 
abounds so much in it. — S<K)n afta*,/ h« 

m 

was appointed Lieutenanb-Goverbpr of t)*e 
Island of St. Vincetilv then a dfependenoy 
Jon the Island of Grenada ;-^and when> in 
the coarse of about four years, the former 
island was erecteil into, a separate gQvem- 
ment, his Majesty, "rtrith - Qvery/inifcrt of 
gracious approbation of His conduot in a 
subordinate capacity, was pleased to a^.- 
point Mr. M-— ^ the Governor, of it. 
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^' Such an ' appoirttmetit was^ not only 
suited to his active di8position,^-*-but 
adapted to his particular interests,-*-as it 
placed him in the vicinity of his West- 
India property, — and in a situation, ad he 
might reasonably expect, which would en- 
able him to discharge the incumbrances Gii 
it ; — but, alas, his future days seem to have 
been devoted to misfortune and disappoint- 
ment. 

** At this time the Island of St. Vincent 
had not been long subject to the British 
crown ;-*--most of the principal inhabitants 
'retained a decided partiality for their former 
masters ; and the troubles of North Ame- 
rica wore a v6ry Serious aspect.— Mr. M 

^_ was, therefore, forbidden by hi8t 

Majesty'^ ministers, to urge the p&yment 
of those duties by which his English salary 
Was to be provided, lest his Majestv should,, 
on the refusal of it, be necessarily engaged 
in a dispute with the assembly ; and to 
forv^rard the views of Government at h€>me, 
with a patriotic 2:eal, of rare example^ t^ 
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voluntarily waved the making any demand 
of a salary from the ciolony ; the first grant 
a Governor is authorized to require ; so 
that, in fact, his own noble spirit made 
him a Grovernor, without any salary at all. 
In short, he derived no emoluments what- 
ever from his situation, — but certain grants 
of uncultivated lands, and the casual lees 
of his office^ which his enlarged notions of 
justice, and the advancement of the public 
service, had rendered hv less than those 
which are usually required by persons in 
his capacity, in the other islanda; so that 
this zealous, public-spirited, worthy man, 
found himself obliged, — in order to support 
the dignity of his office, to discharge the 
debts of Government, and to carry on the 
necessary business of the island, — to lay 
additional burthens on his private property, 
instead of diminishing the weight that al- 
ready oppressed it, by the emoluments of 
his official station. 

*^ It is not an easy thing to give a pic- 
ture of circumstances more unpleasaqt in 
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themselves, and more alarming iii a view 
of their natural consequences, than those 
in which this amiable man was at this time 
involved. The uncultivated parts of the 
island were inhabited by numerous tribes 
t>f hostile Charibs ; and the cultivatied parts 
were possessed by persons, the greater part 
of whom were secret enemies to the Bri- 
tish Govern n>ent. Hence it arose, that, in 
exercising the duties of his commission, he 
was not only thw^arted in secret, but op- 
posed in public ; while he was so far fronfi 
receiving any support from home, that his 
official letters were unanswered : his infor- 
mation, which the ministers of the period 
acknowledged to be the best they received 
from that quarter, during the war, was un«- 
noticed ; — his complaints remained unre- 
dressed ; and the bills drawn on Govern- 
ment, for the necessary expenditure and 
support of the island, came back protested, 
without any reason assigned, by the Ame- 
rican secretary, for such extraordinary an<f 
unaccountable conduct; — without a siu^ 
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gle line of institictioa, reproof, or pro^ 
hibition. 

'- - * Sudi, however, was the temper of this 
eingakr man, that nothing could discou- 
rage him from discharging his duty .^— A 
romantic patriotism still continued to go^ 
vera all his actions; and when no one 
could' be found to saw a plank on the cre- 
dit jof Great- Britain, he did not hesitate to 
a^gftge his persbtijil security/ in Order to 
<arry oti the public Iservice ;.^-'&nd to satisfy 
debts so contracted* ftM* public sfervices^ 
which" every inhabitant of the island knew 
^o be essentially necessary to th^ welfare 
and preservation of itj his whole property 
4here> incredible' as it may appear, tvas 
afterwards taken in execution, and scJd at 
« public auction. 

" When the island was attacked by. the 
French, though he scarcely possessed any 
means whaidver of defence, either in 
troops^ amis,.' or ammumtipn,— so little 
^attention had been paid at, home to this 
colony, ~^ahd though' he was shamefully 
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tliwarted even in the employment of them^ 
sudi as they were, — he conducted himself 
on the occasion with that manly spirit and 
^solution, which procured him a capitula- 
tion equally favourable with those J^ands 
tvhich possessed the power of making 
their capture a scene of blood and slaugh- 
tear. He, nevertheless, for some time, lay 
Ufider the imputation of neglect or igno- 
rance of duty, in the loss of the island ; 
till a board of general bfficers, obtained by 
his personal solicitation of the King, to ex- 
amine into the business, declared his ofB-^ 
cial conduct to have been that of a brave 
and faithful servant of his country. 

** On his return to England, he demand- 
ed justice of administration, — and justice 
was promised; — but the delays of office 
intervened, — ^new administrations succeed- 
ed, and new delays were, of course, ere-*- 
ated; till the impatient spirit of rapacious 
creditors completed his misfortunes by con* 
signing him to a prison. 

"'The principal of these were the holdr 
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crS of bills drawn on Government for ser- 
vices perfornied in tlie West Indies, and 
which have since been allowed and paid ; 
and the mortgagees of an estate in An- 
tigua, who had been for some time in the 
actual possession and receipt of the estate 
itself, whose value was so superior to any; 
demands that could be made, upon it, and 
whose profits were annually diminishing 
them, — that language has not a term of 
disgrace that will sufficiently describe the 
obduracy of those men, who could avail 
themselves of law chicanery, to enhance 
their security, already so well established, 
by the confinement of Mr. M^ 's per- 
son in a gaol. 

*^ Such cruel and disgraceful oppression, 
which he had not the pecuniary means to 
resist, — kept this persecuted man within 
the walls of a prison, during four long 
tedious years ; and though, from the sooth- 
ing kindness of affectionate femily connex* 
ions, he did not want such comforts as a 
prison could afford, — how few, alas, were; 
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tbere, of all the nutnerous friends of his 
better days, who knocked at the prison 
door, to enquire what, those means were 
that remained for his support, or if he 
wanted any comfort which they could af- 
ford him. 

' ^' In the mean time one of his estates in 
Antigua was sold by his creditors for half 
its value, — and his beautiful property in 
England, to which no description is ade-' 
quate^ was forced to sale for one-half of 
the sum which he had been formerly oiFered 
for it, and even less than had been expend- 
ed, by the skill and taste of its late owner, in 
the improvement of it. — Another circum- 
stance of depressing mortification, which 
might-have been prevented had Mr. M — — 
received only an inconsiderable part of that 
balance which was due to him from the 
justice of Government. . 

" At length, however, the West India 
merchants, who were the assignees of his 
estates, could no longer keep him in pri- 
son, and he obtained his liberty^ — and. the 
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then minister was disposed to redeem th«{ 
dilatory spirit and ruinous iojustioe of for-* 
mer administrations, in bis favour ; — but; 
6till the press of public business interfered, 
^ and fresh circumstances of delay inters 
posed, till this injured gentleman h^ re- 
signed all his claims on this world to the 
power of the grave. 

" That he was. a man of superior taste^ 
and the most winning urbanity of man- 
ners, all who knew him, well know ; and 
his natural capacity, if it wds not in the 
first rank, was very far from being of an 
inferior class ; — but among his misfortunes, 
for so it must be considered, at least in his 
relation to this world, he possessed that 
goodness of heart to the last, which led 
him to judge of mankind, not from what 
he had found among them, but from what 
he felt in himself. 

' ^* The leading feature of his character 
was a zeal which approached to Quixotism, 
— whether it was employed in the service 
of his country, his friend, or the distressed. 



He has, indeed^ b^en freqaently represented 
as^ toQ much un4ier the hiiluence of an 
orteDtatious spirit^ — ^and the generosity^ 
the urbanity, and the charities of his life^ 
hsLve been often imputed to that principle ; 
?— but by whom ? by those who envied hi* 
prosperity and sought to franie an excuse 
for their ingratitude in his adversity^ 
What other vanity governed his actions, 
than that which is the main'Spring of hu- 
man excellence^ I know not ; but thid I 
know, and will repeat, — that he was a 
most faithful and zealous servant of his 
country, — that he possessed an enlarged 
capacity for friendship, — that he never 
failed to assist distress, when he could, — 
and that oftentimes he did assist it, when 
he ought not. He shared his good things 
in the days of his better fortune, with the 
friends of his prosperity, — and he divided 
ihe pittance that remained in the hour of 
his distress, with the companions of hU 
adversity. 

*' With his virtues he had his failings,. 

VOXi. V. D 
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which disaster might increase, and the in- 
solent rigour of afTected virtue may con- 
demn. — That his passions might sometimes 
overcome his moraUty, — and that the be* 
nevolence of his heart might too often ex- 
tinguish his prudence, are circumstances 
which 'it is the duty of friendship to la- 
ment : — but the best of men are the chil- 
dren of infirmity, — an^ the virtues of Mr. 

M were far more than sufficient in the 

opinion of those who knew him best, to 
counterbalance all his errors. 

" Such was this amiable, unhappy, and 
persecuted man ; — and he is, at length, 
gone to give an account of himself to that 
Being, of whom he will have no reason to 
be afraid. 

*^ From his life may h?. drav/n this salu- 
tary instruction, Inat there is no error 
more fatal to human bnpp'riess, than to b6 
confident that, in the hour of misfortune^ 
we shall receive protection from the justice^ 
or relief from thegratitudeof the world.*' 
^ " Such a picture of life," said Don Cleo- 
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£sis, ^* makes me look with the most tran- 
quil composure on the bed of death; and; 
so far from pitying the excellent man whose 
history has just awakened every feeling of 
my heart, I could rejoice rather to think 
that he is at the end of a journey, in 
which pain and disappointment have so 
long. been the companions of his way.** 

^' And yet, wi:h all your philosophy/* 
answered the Djn\o:i, ^' i think vor v/ill 
net conside;- that t.ybe hnp;rioss wliicb is 
g'Mrg on in the kr^c^ house barbie v/;)ich 
you inay seo the slarrnin;^' i^pyc"' ance ot 
five iredicsil chariots. — Three pl^ysicianSi 
an acco«iche!ir, atnl a;i apoL'iecaiy, are, at 
this instint, n;>i in the ::gI of consultation 
concerning their rMtieirc, who is now in 
labour, b'lt of rc^v!r»nstraiice with her 
Lordj — and the cassis as ex '.ra(>)dinary and 
affectiiij as ever claiiiied their or your 
atientijn. 

^ '' This nobleman, — whose fortune is 
large, whose title is ancient, and who hates 

the next hqir of both, though he ^s his 

D 2 
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brother^^-^is so anxious to lutve a son^ that^^ 
after every lyiDg4n of his lady^ who, unfor* 
tunately for her, has hitherto hroi^ht him 
only female children^ he has treated her in 
such a manner, for this innocent ofienoer 
against his wishes, as to endanger her life 
at the time, and to weaken, very consider- 
ably, the powers of her constitution for the 
rest of her days. 

^' Tlve business of these physical peo{^, 
therefore, is an act of real humanity, as 
well as of professional duty,; — and it is no 
less than to inform the noble Zx>rd, that if 
be continues his usual passionate proceeci* 
ings, in case nature should think proper to 
fnake him the father of another daughter^ 
he will certainly occasion the death of its 
mother. 

" The doctors, having discharged this 
important artScte of their* duty, tand ob- 
tained from his Lordship the most solemn 
assurance that he will' 4[:f<e^r his disappoint- 
ment, if the event should prove to be so^ 
with the most unrfepr<)aGhful patience, — • 



wilt .proceed; to. .4heir attendance on the 
lady, at the crUical- moment when nature, 
who is not governed by the imperiouB tem- 
per of'fatlicrs, or the most affecting wishes 
.of n;ibthers,. has added to the number of 
iher daughter^. On being informed of the 
dex of the child^ the apprehensions that 
/she shall receive the same cruel treatment 
which she has hitherto sufiered, in similat 
circumstances, will hdve such an efleot 
upon her mind and spirits, as to place her 
beyond the reach of medical aidj^ and will 
60on give her Lord an Opportunity to find 
another wife, if he can, who Will bring him 
/sons as well as daughters/' 

^ But will not such a conduct,'* said the 
Count, *' be considered by the laws of this 
enlightened country, as something like a 
crime called murder?" — ** By no means/' 
answered the Demon ; ^* the criminal in- 
tent, in this particular instance, might not 
exist, — and if it did, could not be made to 
appear ; and without a proof of isuch in«- 
tention^ or some overt act which the law 
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can fairly determine' to mark it, no crime 
of that, or indeed rny other kind, can le- 
gally be brought to justice." 

" In the court of Heaven, however,** 
replied Don Cbofas, " matters surely will 
be ordered Otherv/Ise ; for there?* the real 
motives of the heart are known, and ot 
fences will be ptinished, v/hich the arm of 
human justice cannot reach, and actions 
Rewarded, which the short-sighted power 
of human laws have deemed it ' right to 
punish." . 

** Your Lordship," said the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, in his sarcastic way, " has, at 
present, rather the advantage of me. — You 
have really got into a country that does 
not come within the circle of my geogra- 
phy ; tior have I the least acquaintance 
with the laws, manners, or language of its 
inhabitants; — I must beg the favour of 
you, therefore, if you wislh to have the 
pleasure of my agreeable society, to con- 
tinue that route where it will be in my 
power to have the honour of attending 
upon you. 



IK ENGLAND. 5S 

" You Will, I am sure, be so goixl as to 
pardon me/' replied the Count: " I am 
not, as you well know, in the habit of tak- 
ing siich flights; and whatever may be my 
future hopes, my present wishes have no 
object but your company, and the infinite 
inslruction', as well as pleasure, which I 
receive from it. — My whole attentions are 
again at your command. 

" I must desire you then to direct them," 
said Asmodeus, " to the first-floor of a 
large house, where theire is a carriage wait- 
ing, and two footmen, in elegant liveries, 
standing at the door* 

^* I have implicitly obeyed your .wor- 
ship," replied the Count, " and can see 
nothing in the room but a table, with a 
large book open upon it, and the usual 
appendages of an handsome bed-chamber. 
Indeed, while I am speaking," added Don 
Cleofas, " I discover another object of ra-r 
ther a singular appearance, which is, a gen- 
tleman dressed, and his hat on, who is 
taking a comfortable nap by the. bed- 
side." 
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tliat we should meet with any occurrence 
which would awaken a sensation of mirth 
or jccularity, — But so it is, — and this is 
not the first time, within these four hounSi 
in which I could almost have indulged a 
laugh at a representation of those scenes 
which produce more grave, faces than any 
other " 

" And if vou will take the reverse of 
your present position/' said Asmodeus, 
** and look into the upper room of a small 
house immediately heneath us, — ^you will 
be witness to part of an exhibition, at 
which, when I have unfolded the whole of 
it, you may relax your gravity without the 
shadow of an impropriety, and laugh as 
heartily as ever you did in your life at the 
comic representations of the stage. 

" I already perceive,*' answered Dop 
Cleofas, " that a little of your professional 
aid will be necessary to discover the joke 
to me ;*^for, at present, I see nothing in 
that miserable chamber, but a dirty yellow 
bed, with curtains round it^ — and an old 
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woman sitting by its side, who is at this 
mcHnent taking a glass of cordial, as I sup- 
pose, to . fortify herself in the melancholy 
business of attending the dying person/' 

" It is very true," replied Asmodeus, 
^^ that at present you see but a very trifling 
part of . this curious business. — I must 
therefore undraw the curtain, and inform 
you, that the woman who is stretched on 
the bejd> has long been a lady of the most 
easy virtue ; — and for some time past, in 
order to relieve any very pressing necessity, ^ 
has made it a practice to dispatch an emis- 
sary to some or other of her former gallants, 
to inform them that she is no more ; — and 
to request their charitable contributions 
towards giving her the last provision of a 
decent burial.. — This plan has, hitherto, 
been very successful ; — and, in less than an 
hour, a donation of twenty pounds,, sent by 
a noble lord in one of the first offices of 
state, — who was among the patrons of her 
better days, — for the purpose of procuring 
her the melancholy apparel of death, will 
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bring her immediBtely to life^ and awaken 
her at once to all the lewd festivity of her 
abandoned situation. — ^This, however^ will 
be the last of her freaks ; — and when she 
dies in reality,— an event which, froxti her 
diseased and profligate life, is at no gr^eat 
distance, — the trick will have been so re- 
(>edtedly practised^ that every application of 
her surviving companions will be in vaiti ; 
— ^and the parish where she lives will have 
the honour of her interment/ 

** This is a resource,'* said the Count, 
^ that must have been originally suggested 
by some ingenious member of your frater- 
iiity ;— for of all the shifts of distressed pros^ 
titution, which, in the time of my youth* 
ful pranks, I occasionally witnessed, or were 
Communicated to me, among other instruc- 
tions of an university education, this stra- 
tagem is of the happiest invention.'* 

«* That may be,*' answered the Etemon : 
" nevertheless, however derogatory it may 
appear to the talents of my associates,— I 
am obliged to acknowledge, that, among 



fhis class of femates, every day produces 
exam^des of cunning, dtasimulation, trea - 
chery, and impudence, which would do 
honour to the most iinisl^d Devit of us 
all.— -But, to bring your mind back 
to a becoming state of composure, I shall 
Introduce you to a scene that will rid you 
^t once of every propensity to merriment i 
and where you will behold a most affecting 
and criminal example of beauty murdered 
by the imprud^fence of maternal care in 
preserving it. 

** The hearse which you now see in the 
street before us, with the pale ensigns of 
death, and whose, plumes whiten in the 
8un,-*-waits to convey all that remains of 
youth and beauty to an untimely sepulchre; 
iSylvia has scarce seen sixteen summers^ 
and death has already laid his wintry hand 
upon her. — Nature had not only formed 
her fairj—^she had also established her con- 
stitution on that robust foundation of 
health, which promised her charms to em 
dure beyohd the common period of perso* 



62 



DEVIi; UPON TWO STICKS 



nal attraction. — But, unfortunately, shSt 
had a vain and silly mother, who thought 
the cheeks' riicldy bloom to be a vulgar 
beauty, — and the active exercises which 
conlinn it, to be inconsistent with the deli- 
cacy of the female character, and the ele- 
gant dignity of superior station* — The 
poor girl was therefore physicked into 
paleness, and confined into debility ; — ^and 
though jealous Nature made many power- 
ful struggles to maintain her influence she 
was at length obliged to yield to quackery 
and fashion ; — so that this cruelly-cherished 
daughter, — after languishing for several 
months in a painful state of decay, — has^ 
9t the age of sixteen, sunk into the grave, 
•—because, in the conceit of her mother's 
affectation, her cheeks were too red, — and 
her spirits too animated foi: the appearance 
and decprum of elegant life. 

*^ Nor have I yet told you the whole of 
this very affecting story: — for when the 
iinhappy woman's eyes were opened to the 
consequences of such a continual mbapplir 
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cation of medicine^ when her child was 
well, — she ran at once into the opposite 
extreme,-— and would not suffer her to take 
the necessary prescriptions of the physi- 
cian, when she was ill ; — so that this infa- 
tuated parent will be brought also to a 
premature period of her own days, by the ' 
poignant and bitter reflection, that she has 
been the weak, inconsiderate, and unna- 
tural instrument of shortening those of 
her daughter/* 

" But,'* exclaimed Don Cleofas, " had 
this lovely creature tlo father, whose supe« 
rior understanding and afiectionate reso^ 
lution would naturally have been exerted to 
snatch her from the danger of these ma- 
ternal regulations ? — Or if her mother is a 
widow, was there no friend or relation^ 
whose interposing authority, or command^ 
ing counsels, could have prevented this 
destructive system from proceeding to its 
present melancholy conclusion ?** 

^< She has a father/' answefred the De- 
motic ^^ a man of acknowledged talents and 
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emimut character ,*~but who, Kke mtaj 
other men of that chss, is so in&toated to 
a silly wOTnan^ as to see reason in her 
folly,— sense in her weakness,-*^nd de- 
gance in her afiectation \ — and who^ havii^ 
taken the entire education of a fatottrit^ 
Son upon himselfj-^lert the govemitient of 
bis daugfat^ to the sole^ ttnintcrruptGid au«- 
thority. of her mother^-^The phyddan of 
the faofiily had, indeed, mentioned^ mcM^ 
than once* his sincere appreheilsions con^ 
fserning the iitiposbd babats of Syltia's life ; 
but thpse friendly hints were unfbk-tnnately 
considered as the 6ffspring of professional 
interest, and treated with a negligence 
which they -by no means deserved* 

'^ .This confidit^g hbsband dtM^s not iti-th^ 
leadt suspect the i al cause of his parents^ 
misfortune ; but looks to the disor^r of 
which his daughter died as, the sole and 
natural cause of her deaths .and .so far is 
he from sQspecting the afflicted mother^ 
conduct afe in any degree contributary to 
this melancholy events that he is^ &t this 
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moiMfrt) endeavoring to sustain her/ into 
r^gnation, by thb fmtiess- consolattems of 
reason and religion. / ' 

^^'In vain he tells kbrthat their child has 
escaped the treacheries and malice pf ' a 
^c^ed world ;^- that she has gained the. 
harbour without encountering either storm 
or teinpest^-*-and that she ha$ risen from 
the banquet before she was surfeited. Xh^ 
disconsolate mother bears a reproaeh 
in her bosom which-^ baffles all comfort^ 
tod'wilb soon bear her to the comp&ny of 
her lamented child ; and it will be oa her 
death-bed alone, that the husband %ind the 
father will be informed of the fatal ^rror 
which deprives him of a wife and of a 
child/' 

**I have observed,'* said Don Cleofes> 
" throughout the whole of my peregrina- 
tion with you, through, this metropolis,^ 
that, ewa among the. most sensible and 
enUghtened mothers, personal appearance 
and eiLterior qualifications, possess a decided 
pre-eminence ia the prescribed duties of 
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female educarion. — Such an infatuation^ 
however, for it surely deserves no better 
name, is by no uieans consistent with the 
high character which you have, at times^ 
thought proper to give me of the v/omen 
of this country ; and if it continues to in- 
crease, your iiiiochievous plan of reducing 
the present mass of female virtue in this 
favoured island, will, as the young people 
grow up, lose mauy of its obstructions and 
much Of its difxiculty." 

" Your observations, my good friends- 
answered Lhc Di nion, ^' on this subject,—* 
which I am li-ost willing to acknowledge to 
be mosc iniiiualdy connected with my pro- 
fesbioiu'l iiilcrests, are perfectly just, ac- 
cording to the measure of your informal 
tion. But yoa must be convinced, on con- 
sidering the exact position of the female 
character, in the general arrangements of 
society, particularly in a free country, — 
that this mode of education, must, in some 
degree or other, be adopted by the wisest 
people : all, indeed, that the best mother 
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ean do, is to Uend the attentions of th6 
toilette, and the accomplishments of the 
person, as much as possible with the cul- 
tore of the mind ; — to watch wilh conti- 
nual attention the progress of them all,—- 
and to give a striking example of their 
combined application to the purposes of 
life. . 

"The first object of every u air arried 
female s mind, for wd v/ll leave the heart 
and the passions out of ihij question, is an 
hiisbahd ; from a great vai iety 6f causey 
which it would be neeu' '.s to mention, it 
cannot be otherwise.— To altract the flat- 
tering notice and r.nnrovl.^g regards of the 
other sex, must, the;ex)re, tjot only be a 
desirable, but a principc]! object, on passing 
the threshold of womanhocd. — ^I3;?iu:ty can- 
not fail to command admiration, and exte- 
rior quaHficatidns will certainly acquire atr 
tentTons; so that by one or the other, or 
both, the grand business of a girl's entrance 
into the world' is put in train, and in the 
most probable : chance, at least, of being 
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brought to tiT speedy cohclttsioci ; while the 
siiperior qualities and accomplishineiits df 
the mitid and understanding, are generally 
4>f a much sloti^ {H'ogress. The intecior 
beauties of the female draractei^ ^ili bsnre 
bat' little' influence "in the crawd of the 
world; and, in the circles of particular 
society, they will alarm many of the other 
sex, -and pleiose but feW. They necessarily 
win 'their way by 'imperceptible degrees; 
4hey besi^ the heart by slow and unseen 
operatiotis,^ while highly-finished beauty 
takes it by storna, 

f* I tell you this for your instruttioa/' 
€6ntinaed Asmodeus; ^^'for you must be 
so good as to. consider that it is not the 
general cu^om of this country, as it is ia 
your own, for the . old : folks to arrange the 
marriages^ and direct the afiections bf their 
t^ildren. The young people are, in a great 
measure, left to their .o^n choice^ and the 
i^ualifications which are the most likdy td 
attract' the' adtniration of the other sex^ 
become^ in the natural course of things^ a 



primary oli^eet 'c€. female eduofttion.-f^At 
the same time^ prudence and modesty lue 
comtaQtl/^. impressed on the youthful diind; 
and thotgh the obligations of virtue^ as: 
^bduoed from the .consideratioiestof.rQU- 
gion, m«or nofc4)e so generally incuIcatedtM 
they have h^enijand ought always to be, — 
yet they still continue to have a consider- 
able Hifluence; and M^iere they faU.or 
are neglected, family honour^ public 0{)if 
nion, and the comforts of reputation, pro* 
duce very powerful motives to the preserr^ 
vation of femaka virtue. Indeed, the pains 
taken by mottlers io pseach.to their daugh- 
ters the nteessity of virgin chastity, goc» a 
great way, ^asil have frequently found, to? 
wards maintaining the principle, Tr-when 
the circumstances of married life *bate 
operated rather powerAillyagainst it. 

' ^' But I shall here quit 4ny philosophic 
sing strain, to ^ive your excellent heart a 
pleasure, which, T confess, cannot be wholly 
communicated to mitie. — lipok, I beg of 
you, into the chamber x)f a smaU house to 
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the right of us, where the upper sashes of 
the windows are open.'' 

** There is, surely, nothing in that room/^ 
replied the CcTn', *^,lhat can afFord me 
any particular s:i lis faction. — ^It appears to 
cSefr a scene of cUstress, which may, in- 
deed, interest the best heart, bnt uotliing 
iri it, 1 sh.>ul 1 hrpe, to delight eye n tlie 
worst.— 1 r:e n lady, as it were, pale wfth 
death, siirroundoJ i>y weepiuj attcnclanls^ 
and. a surge m standin'^ by- her, who is 
holdin:; he arrn in one hnnd. and a lancet 
hi th'j otl.er, as if* he had been attempting 
in vain to iT.ake the blood f: lluw his in- 
strumc }t, while a gratleniau dressed in 
black, vvh(^ I rupp::s5 is her luas! and, is 
' wnlkiu^* rn oik! licwr, the room in a state 
of snlkn distress/' 

*' She is, indeed,'* said Asrnodous, " past 

the aid of human skill ; her. S(;irit is on the 

• • • ' 

moment of taking its flight for ever; and 
this event, all melancholy as you may con- 
sider it to be, will change its aspect, when 
I inform you, tiiat, the form on which yoa 
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Tiave fixed your sympathetic regards, is all 
which, in a faw iKTu-r^G, w'!l remr.^n of 
that Honoria whos3 sitialion so ;i)uch 
affected your fee'n ^r, cbi: mo: ./: -^\ v» . c:; I 
gave you the histoiy of it, prevx.'jo to i; y 
sallying forth wiih ycu on our n.cs^^'^r pro- 
gress. She sceiiK) to '.rv- ('ern preserved 
by rTpaven itct r, fcm one ot mo.-^ ? frying 
poGi*Jons to which fomiilo vii t«ic has beea 
sornr'iimes cxroncd, and nev^.r, Ic my expe- 
fieiicc, liecn abie to resist. Nor have I 
the ''"a^t. dcabt brt d;?, wlih all th3 ciig- ^ 
nificJ SJ-'pv^rcrity cf her chaoicler, would 
have f ill^n, if Dca'h harl not appeared, as 
ho o.^.-'^ncr dcc3 than weak, short-elfhtcd 
rnDrI:als r.ro disposed to conceive, a pro- 
tector fV'^ni over hanging evil. The man 
in b'jck, whom yzw sup[X)sc to be her hus~- 
band, 13 fh2 faithless and favourite friend 
to whose hy-pcfcriiic arts she was on the 
verge of becoming a prey ; — and his 
apparer.i. g ief is nothing morp than the 
masked ra^e of disappointment:, lust, and 
ambition.'* .^ 
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,i.*M[ have seldom,** exclaimed Don Clep^ 
ftsy in a tone of uncommon animation^-*-* 
*/V^y seldom beheld a scene of y^al life 
tiuit has aftorded me a more sensible plea- 
sure t)ian this chamber of death ;-— I standj 
as it were, on ^the beacl^ and see the beau- 
teous vessel escape the surrounding shoals, 
and enter the harbour of eternal safety/' 

)ViAl9id without any malicious design/' 
saidiAsmodeus,/ '5 of cooling the charming 
trdpur! of ^our j heroic seasations, permit 
m& to recommend your attentions to pass 
OQ nf> furtlikcr than the next door, where 
ypu will |>^.the witness of another escape, 
— which,- though it may not work you up 
igto such poetic sentiment^ as the last, has 
W^berewithal, I shoaj4 hope, to afford a 
satidf%ctioj(L very gratifying to your huma- 
nity.!' 

4 ** The gentleman whom you now see 
rising from his bed, w^s taken* so very ill 

« 

during the night, that he thought tt neces- 
^ry to send for a. physician j — but from 
the hurry and alarm of the occasion, or 



the carelessness of those who were con- 
cerned in this hasty comniission, the" doctor 
was not rightly informed of the sick gen- 
tleman's address ; — and after driving about 
half the morning for nothing, was forced 
to give nature an opportunity, which me- 
diciil pofessors very seldom allow her, if 
they can possibly help it> to recover the 
patient herself/' 

'* And what wonderful escape is there in 
all this ?*' demanded the Count. 

" A very providential one for the gentle- 
man/* answered the Demon ; ** for if the 
doctor had found him out, nature would 
have been driven from the field, and the 
sick man would have gone to his grave. 

*' Your Lordship/* continued he, ^^ has 

beheld, in the course of this morning, va* 

rious exhibitions of the last scene of life,—* 

but BO particular opportunity has occurred, 

till the present moment, of offering to 

your attention any regular representation 

of a cool, determined preparation for it :— • 

|)ut the philosophic personage in an upper 
VOL. \v i ~ 
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room of the small house with ranges of 
flower- pots before the windows^ is in that 
very serious predicament.** 

" I must then have misapprehended your 
direction,'* said Don Cleofas, " for the 
person who is now in my view, though he 
has a very pale and emaciated forn», does 
not by any means appear^ according to my 
conception of the business, to be engaged 
in preparing for that country from which 
no traveller returns: — he is not accompa- 
nied by any spiritual comforter of the 
church ; — on the contrary, he seems to be 
deeply engaged in the business and con- 
cerns of the world ; — and, instead of books 
of prayer and devotion, — the table before 
him is covered with papers, which he seems 
to be examining with all the attention of 
a miser, when he pores over the writings 
upon whose security he has advanced his 
money." 

" He will not, howqver,'* answered As- 
nr.odeas, ^' preserve them with the same 
care; fcr wlii'e I am speaking, you mny 



IN ENGLAND. 75 

see him consign a large parcel of them, 
without any ceremony, to the flames. 

" He is a man of taste and learning, 
who has supported himself for many years, 
in ^ very comfortable manner, by the em- 
ployment of his pen ; — he has, however, 
long had an unfortunate propensity to 
strong liquors, which has at length brought 
him into a premature state of decay, for 
which all the restorative powers of medi- 
cine are of no avail — He is sensible of his. 
situation, and meets his approaching end 
with the calmness of a philosophic mind: 
— he thinks very rightly, that his future- 
allotment will depend upon the general 
tenor of his whole life j and that it cannot 
bd effected by a sudden or forced applica- 
tion to the offices of devotion, and the ce- 
remonials of religion, at the last hour of 
it: — he, therefore, employs the short re- 
mainder of his appointed. time, — as the in- 
tervals of strength and spirits enable him, 
in correcting . his works which have been 

already published, and examining, his mi- 

e2 



76 DEVIL UPOX TWO STICKS 



t 



published manuscripts, least the mistaken 
zeal of friends, or the greedy avarice of 
booksellers, shoirfd diminish, by any post- 
humous volumes, — a case by no means un* 
common,— the reputation he has very de* 
servedly acquired by the published labours 
of his life. — Indeed, so jealous is he of his 
literary character, that of the piles of paper, 
which would be sufficient to form quartos 
and folios, he will scarce leave enough be- 
hind him to compose an octavo volume. 

" The next door neighbour of this sen- 
sible author is also preparing to quit the 
enjoyments and business of life;--but his 
precautions, though governed by an equal 
solicitude, are- not directed to a similar 
object. — For, as reputation was not a prin- 
cipal concern with him, during any part of 
his life, he is not very anxious about esta- 
bl shing it after his death. 

." This most excellent man has been se- 
veral times ta[)ped for the dropsy, but has 
now everv reason to believe, that he is be- 
yonJ iny further relief from a repetition 
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of that operation : — he has, therefore, de- 
termined to arrange the final settlement of 
his affeirs, by making his last will and tes- 
tament ; — which, having long practised as 
an attorney, he is certainly very well qua- 
lified to do, without any assistance what- 
ever. — ^There is, however, a singular ex- 
ample of professional candour in this im- 
portant transaction, which merits your 
particular attention; — for, having never 
done a single thing, throughout a very ac- 
tive life, but with a view to the money he 
was to get by it, he is actually afraid of 
doing any thing for nothing, even though 
it be for himself, — -lest, not having his 
accustomed motives, he should forget his 
accustomed skill and sagacity. — He has, 
therefore, previous to his professional occu- 
pation» taken five guineas out of his right- 
hand breeches pocket, and put it into his 
left, in order, by this appearance of receiv- 
ing a fee, to stimulate his attention, and 
secure a right to his own knowledge, in 
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this last, and very essential act of Uis pro* 
fession and his life/ 

«* This is a very curious little history/ 
«aid the Count, *^ of that propensity in the 
human- mind to deceive itself; — and, I 
doubt not, wiH be considered as a very en- 
tertaining anecdote by you and your friends* 
It also disposes roe to observe, that those 
worldly habits n)ust possess an uncommoii 
degree of inveteracy, when they retain their 
power to the last gleam of departing ex- 
istence; — ^and the mind, I fear, must be 
hardened to a most fatal degree of obduracy, 
which retains the violence of interested 
passions to the period when their past gra- 
tification does not afford a pleasing recol- 
Jection, and the future enjoyment of them 
is without hope, — Death, preceded by ia- 
fsensibility, cannot be a death of comfort ; 
and the man whose heart retains an envi* 
fKis wish, and a resentful sensation, how- 
ever be may deceive himself, cannot be said 
to die in peace/* 

** There is not," said the Demouj smJ- 






JWff, *^ a bishop or divine, in any Christian 
country, who could, with the' shadow of 
consistency, refuse his assent to your doc- 
trine ; it is orthodoxy itself; — ^and yet, such 
h the strai^e composition of the humam 
character, it sometisaes happens, that men 
«iot only meet death without fear, but with 
the greatest composure, whose last hours 
inamfi^st all the resentment of their lives, 
and who exert themselves to perpetuate 
their displeasure, when the heart that fdt 
it is mouldered into dust* 

" As an example of this observation,— *- 
«o moirtifying to human excellence, — I 
inwst desire you to contemplate the figure 
of an enfeebled old tnan, bolstered up in 
his, bed, with a person writing at a small 
table by the side of it. — That gentlemao 
has been already afflicted by two strokes of 
the apoplexy, — has, l<)st the entire use of 
one side,— can scarce articulate sufficiently 
^ to make himself understood, — and is in 
hourly expectation of the final attack, 
which will transfer him from his bed to his 



1 
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tomb: — yet this unhappy man, who hai^ 
had such painful and certain warnings of 
his dissolution, — whose half of himself is, 
as it were, already under the dominion of 
death, — and to whose mind, it might be 
imagined, the sentiments of benevolence 
and charity would be soothing and conso- 
latory, — this poor, dying man, is now en- 
gaged in giving instructions to his lawyer 
to draw up a codicil to his will, in order to 
mark his inveterate hatred of a former 
friend, whom he conceives, from some cir- 
cumstances, of which he was maliciously 
informed but yesterday, to have acted with 
a degree of ingratitude which merits the 
resentment he is at this moment indulging^, 
with an original display of violence and 
bitterness. 

This curious codicil, which has not its 
equal in the records of death-bed malevo- 
lence, is as follows : 

** * I do hereby desire my executors to 
lay out the sum of ten guineas in the pur- 
fchase of a picture, representing the fable 
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of the man stung to death by the viper, 
whom he had restored to life, by affording 
it the warmth of his bosom ; — and that, 
when such picture is purchased, I do de- 
sire my said executors to have it carefully 

conveyed to Esq. as a legacy left 

him by me, instead of the sum of three 
thousand pounds, which I had bequeathed 
him, before I discovered that the fabulous 
ingratitude of the reptile was realized in 
him; " 

*' If you cannot consistently do it for the 
honour of human nature,'' exclaimed Don 
Gleofas, " do, I beseech you, for the sake 
of my feelings, instantly assure me, that 
the most malignant of your cohort of spi- 
rits has possessed itself of this dying man's 
bosom. — It could be n< thing less than the 
fatal exertions of some malevolent power, 
that could work up a mind possessing all 
its reason, to find consolation under such 
infirmities, and at the last hour of life, in 
shaping revenge into such a malignant and 

£ 3 
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curious form. — T must, my good friend^ 
intreat and beg of you ^* 

*• Ask no questions on the subject, if 
you please/* said the Demon, ** but amuse 
your impatience by examining the contents 
of an hfickney-coach that stops at a door 
just within our view; — ^you will there see 
something, perhaps, that may change the 
nature of your present anxiety." 

^* A sick gentleman," observed the 
Count, *' assisted by three others, is takea 
from the carriage, and borne with much 
apparent care and tenderness into the 
house ; where, I am to suppose, from his 
being at this time presented to my atten- 
tion, he will shortly breathe his last." 

" It is even so,'* answered Asmodeus ; 
** he has, within this hour, received a ball 
in a duel, which will have the precise 
effect upon him that yOu have prognosti- 
cated. — ^The origin and conclusion of the 
business I shall now take the liberty of 
relating to you. 

^' Mr. W*-^^— ~ is a gentleman of a 
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moderate, independent fortune, who was 
originally intended for the law, which he 
for some time studied in one of the inns of 
court ;--^ut though his talents were formed 
to attain eminence in any profession, his 
mind was unambitious of greatness, and 
his taste was entirely devoted to the fine 
^arts and polite learning. — It cannot there- 
fore be heard by you with any degree of 
surprise, that he at length determined to 
.cx)ntent himself with his fortune, such as it 
.was, and pursue those objects, unprofitable 
as they ^might be, which were most suit- 
able to his character and disposition. He 
accordingly quitted the cumbrous folios of 
a lawyer s Jibrary, and the midnight lamp 
of. law study, for the less ambitious, but 
more delightful pursuits of an elegant and 
classical mind. — After passing several years- 
in foreign countries, he returned to his 
own, that kind of accomplished man whose 
society never fails of being courted by all 
persons of literary eminence, and every 
lov^^of polished science*. In this manner 
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he has passed, to the unfortunate dny before 
us, a life of solid satisfaction, and real ho- 
nour. Tranquillity and learned ease were 
all he desired,— and he possessed the 
nieans of enjoying them. 

" This anfiiable gentleman very frequently 
visited a lady of considerable fortune, who 
Was a distant relation of his mother's, with^ 
dut any other views than such as the re- 
gard and respect due to a person so con- 
neeted wilh him, might be supposed to 
dictate. — This good lady, as I have just 
observed, was possessed of an ample for- 
tune, which, some months ago, became an 
interesting object to a distressed yoonger 
brother of a noble family, who had made 
an accidental acquaintance with her at one 
of the piiblic places of summer resort*-^ 
As he was a man of fashion, she received 
him, in a general way, at her house in 
town, without the least suspicion of his 
intentions. — Indeed^ she was so astonished 
yt hearing his proposals of marriage, that 
hei refusal di<J nol wear the form of polite* 
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iiess, with which she would most certainly 
have softened it, if she had been, by any 
previous intelligence, in a state of prepara- 
tion to communicate a denial of so unplea- 
sant a nature. 

" The disappointed lover, whose personad 
vanity and family pride could not reconcile 
such a refusal from the daughter of a mer- 
chant, and the widow of a banker, to any 
other cause, but a particular and acknow- 
ledged preference to some other person, 
had, from the easy, familiar manna* with 
which he had observed the lady to conduct 

herself towards Mr. W , set down 

that gentleman on his tablets as his favoured 
rival.— In soch a case, he had nothing to 
do, but to console himself as well as he 
could, by applying to the common amu^^e- 
ments of young men of his character and 
disposition. — Still, however, as his affairs 
became more disarranged; and- his circum- 
iitances more critical, he occasionally looked 
back with a renewed eye af regret to- th|B 
vidow^s foctuue ^r'-^ndy 6uding at the end 
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of three months, that she was still unmar- 
ried, and from further enquiries, that Mr. 
W was not considered as her lover, 

but merely as her relation and friend, — he 
determined to make another attack upon 
the lady and her trei»ure. 

^* As lie now made his apfH'oaches in a 
more regular form than he had before done, 
-—she was prep»*ed to defend herself in a 
very different manner than when he at- 
tempted to take her by a ccup de main. — 
When therefore he drew so nigh as to re- 
peat his former propositions, she told him^ 
in terms of great civility, but with a very 
confounding firmness of tone and manner, 
•^that as she had forese^i for some tinie„ 
the honour he had then done her, she had 
herself given the subject every pr^vioas 
consideration which it required ; — and had 
also consulted those by whose opinion she 
had been in the habit of determining ev^ 
important act of her widowed life ; — she 
should, therefore, without entering into 
any explanation whateveri inform bim at 
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once, that the original determination of 
her own mind was fully confirmed by the 
advice of her friends, — which was — to de- 
cline that change in her situation which h^ 
had thought proper to propose. 

" This high-spirited gentleman, who 
was again repulsed in such an important 
enterprise, had hitherto considered Mr. 
W merely as an unoffepding rival, 

whose better fortune he could only envy ; — 
but the appearance of things now began to 
wear a different colour ; — and he did not 
hesitate to consider that gentleman as one 
of those friends of the lady, who had ad- 
vised her in her conduct respecting him- 
self.— As such an interference appeared to 
his jealous, interested honour, in the light 
of a personal insult, he was determined, if 
possible, to know the fact ; — and if he 
should find it to be as his suspicion had 
suggested, to make it a subject of honour- 
able revenge. 

** Mr. W— — — , with the tranquil dis- 
position of a philosopher, had, — both from 
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his education, and his communications 
with the world, — acquired that manly spi- 
rit which is considered in polished society 
as necessary to maintain the character of a 
gentleman : — He therefore received the 
disappointed lover with all the ease of well- 
bred indifference ; — and when he was 
asked whether he had interfered in dispos- 
ing the lady's mind to refuse the connection 
which had been proposed to her, — the 
question appeared to him to be put with, so 
much presumption, hauteur, and apparent 
menace, — that he was unhappily irritated 
beyond his usual bounds of discretion ;. and, 
to his denial of having been consulted on 
the occasion, — he added a very unreserved 
declaration, — that if his relation had 
thought proper to have honoured him with 
her confidence in the business, he should 
have conMrmed thti opinion of those friends 
whose advice she had ^o wisely adopted.-— 
As you may s ppo&e, — a very angry con- 
versation immediaieiy ensued,— mutual, in- 
sults foUowed,7— and a. duel was this^ 
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irhorning fought by them, — the consequence 
of which you have in some measure be- 
held. 

" Mr. W ■ ■' - IS mortally wounded ; 
-—and when his own suspicions are con- 
firmed by a consultation of surgeons, who 
will be called to give their opinion on his 
case, — he will prepare for death witli the 
calm, benevolent spirit that has distinguish* 
ed his life : — Nor will his friends, who feel 
a resentment for him which he does not 
feel for himself, be able to prevail on him, 
to say one word that may tend to the pre^ 
judice of his antagonist; — on the con* 
trary, — he will die with the declaration^ 
that he alone was to blame ; — ^and that the 
gentleman with whom he fought, had be- 
haved like a man of honour. — Nay, his 
last request to them all will be, that if the 
survivor should be brought to trial, they 
will repeat his last words as an exculpatory 
testimony in favour of the unfortunate 



man.** 



** As an human being/* said the County 
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'' I am in some degree restored to myself; 
' — but I at the same tUne fed a new aod 
more lively regret arise in my mind^ at ih^ 
conclusioa of the history* — I wished the 
dying paralytic to live, that he might if 
possible, have learned benevolence ;—r^and 
I lament the death of. the excellent man 
who fell in the duel, because he is cut off 
in the habitual practice of it»^ 

^^ It is a truth/' answered Asmodens^ 
^' that a devil ought not to teach ; — aiij 
might wear a sus{iicious appearance, if it 
came from any other than myself; — bi^ 
the fact is, that he who dies to virtue, can 
nev^r be justly said to die too soon. — Mr, 
W— •-— might have lived, from various 
causes, to have lost, or to have suffered, at 
least, a din»nution of his virtues;— and 
though the weakness of the human heart 
may lament bims — the wisdom of the 
mind wilK under all the unpleasant circum- 
stances of his end, / congratulate his escape; 

" But to proceed : — I must intreat ycnar 
Ilprdship to turn your eye« from tlie street 
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to the back part of a range of bouses to 
the left of our present situation, aod in the 
very first of them you will see an elderly 
person, in a great chair, conversing with a 
couple of gentlemen, who sit on the other 
side of the table*** 

^' I see them as plain,'' said Don Cleofas, 
*^ as if I were at the window of their cliam- 
ber;'-and from the easy manner, and 
^asant aspect of them all, I could wi&h 
to be informed of the subjjsct of their con- 
versation." 

" It wootd be perfectly Sacratic/' replied 
Asmodeus, '^ if the present companions of 
the dying man happened to wear the me- 
lancholy countenances of those who aceoni- 
panied the last scene of the celebrated phi- 
losopher. — The discourse of this party is 
on the immortality of the soul ; — which, 
however, does no more than give the pecu* 
liar colouring of the moment to their 
former confined opinions on that important 
and elevating subject.—- The sick man con- 
siders himself only as on the point oC 
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changing, to use his own familiar expre^* 
sion, one place for another. — While the 
two gentlemen with him, who have been 
his most intimate friends, and are about 
the same age, consider him as setting oi^ 
a little while before them, on a journey 
which they themselves expect shortly to 
take, and to a country where it is their 
hope and belief that they shall soon rejoin 
him* — ^They reason on life as men who, 
throughout every part of it, har^ looked 
towards the period, whose near approach 
they now regard with all the calm contem* 
plation of conscious virtue. 

" The excellent man in the arm-chair, 
whose countenance expresses what may, 
with great tr^th, be called the most sub- 
lime state of the mind, — and whose con^ 
versation possesses the placid energies of it, 
has not many hours to live :~ He is free 
from pain, — and he knows his present ease 
to be the sure symptom of approaching 
death.--^It is, as he is now expressing him- 
self, — a I4pssing from Heaven, to enable 
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the mind to make its last incorporated 
exertion without being interrupted by pain, 
or obscured by insensibility. — The mortal 
and immortal parts of me, he says, will, I 
trust, make their eternal separation in good 
humour with each other." 

** One might almost wish,*' said Don 
Cleofas, *' to be one of their company ;— • 
for I cannot discover any thing in either of 
them that looks like fool hardiness or timi- 
dity, — presumption or despair, — enthusi- 
asm or infidelity ; — it is the calm, quiet 
society of good men looking the most 
awful object of life in the face, without the 
faintest sensation of 4.error, or any shadow 
of doubt in the final distribution of eternal 
justice." 

" They are all of them,'* replied Asmo- 
deus, " among the best of men ; — and the 
magnanimous temper of the dying man is 
not more evident in his present sentiments, 
than his past actions ; — as you will be 
convinced from the very brief sketch I 
sliall give you of his life. 
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^ He had received an education, suited 
in every particular to the heir of a great 
landed property ; — and on the day he came 
of age, his uncle dropped down in a fit, 
amid the festivities of the occasion, from 
which he never recovered ; and left his 
fortune in such an involved state to his 
nephew, that the latter was advancing 
towards the middle period of life before he 
had disentangled himself from the embar- 
rassments he had so unexpectedly inherited. 
For twelve years was he calumniated and 
ill-treated, opposed,, and thwarted, by a 
distant relation, through whose arts, and 
from whose unjust claims, he was, during 
all that time, in a very distressing state of 
suspense, apprehension, and dependence. — ^ 
At length, however, the law, which estab- 
lished him in his rights, — pronounced the 
ruin of his villainous opponent, who, afier 
several years of shift and tricks, found 
himself at last enclosed in a prison, on ac- 
count of debts, which there was no pro- 
bable expectation he would be ever able to 
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discharge. — Of such an event this excellent 
jman was no sooner informed, than he 
secretly sent him a weekly supply, for the 
comfortable support of his situation. — ^Thc 
imprisoned debtor has ever been influenced 
by those passions which would render it 
impossible for him, amidst all his conjec- 
tures,^ to suppose for a moment, that this 
seasonable and saving relief could come in 
return for such a long course of injuries* — 
The will of the dying gentleman wiU how- 
ever astonish him with the knowledge of 
his benefactor ; for there he will find a sum 
of money left, sufficient to give him liberty; 
— and a comfortable annuity to be paid 
h'ira by the executors, as long as they shall 
be of opinion that he makes a proper use 
of it.*' 

" This is a most animating picture,*' said 
the Count, " and I thank you for it with all 
my heart, — That quality of the mind 
which we generally call heroism, is often- 
times possessed by the worst of men. 
Tyrants have been heroes ;— cowards have 
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died with all the appearance of courage ; — 
despair has performed the most brilliant 
actions ; — traitors and murderers have 
stood firm while the executioner trembled, 
— and obduracy of heart has been able to 
mimic the calm philosophy of a dying 
hour : — But the true heroism of death can 
only arise from the undeceiving conscious- 
ness of an honourable and virtuous life ; — 
and such a picture of heroism,— thanks to 
your friendly communications, — is now un- 
veiled to me. — It redeems every mortifying 
or distressful scene wTiich this day has pre- 
sented ; — and will fortify me against any 
dubious or alarming reflections, which 
might otherwise arise from such as may 
yet be exposed to me in the course of it.** 

" Such a declaration/* said Asmodeus, 
*^ is exactly suited to your present situation 5 
and I trust that your are about to confirm 
the truth of it in the cahn manner in 
which you will hear me relate an example 
of human insensibility, which is without 
parallel even in my extensive experience of 
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human conduct. — ^The particular object of 
it is a man in the room with a Venetian 
window ; — you may now see him reading a 
pamphlet, and taking his coffee, with the 
most perfect tranquillity, — nor does he be- 
lie the situation of his mind : — though the 
most intimate friend he had in the world, 
and, — as he would say, — loved, from his 
earliest years, lies dead, from the violence 
of a dispute between them in the chamber 
immediately over him. 

" These two friends, as we must call 
them, are natives of France, and came to 
pass some time together in this country :— 
They took that house, where they both re- 
sided, dividing the expenses of their little 
establishment between them.— It was but 
yesterday that these affectionate friends had 
a most acrimonious, and, as it proved, a 
fatal difference, for . it terminated in the 
death of one of them. — In giving their 
coak .the necessary- orders for dinner, the 
worthy man whom you now see, propos^ 
the asparagus to be served in gravy, while 

VOL. V. F 
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the other contended for plain butter. — One 
would suppose it impossible that any serious 
consequences could arise from such a dif- 
ference of taste ; — but so it was ; — for 
their culinary arguments in support of 
their respective dishes, got at length to 
such an height of dispute and passion, that 
the advocate for plain butter broke a blood- 
vessel on the occasion, which caused his 
immediate death/' 

" In my life,'* said the Count, " I have 
never heard of so. strange an accident; 
but, I pray you, be so kind as to inform 
me, how this friend supported the unex- 
pected and affecting circumstance." 

" It is precisely what lam going to tell 
you," replied the Demon. — " No sooner 
had the surgeon who was called in, declared 
Jthe irrecoverable state of his dying patient, 
than the surviving disputant sent instantly 
for the cook ; ~ and after observing that all 
contest about the arrangement of the din- 
ner was at an end, he told her, with the 
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Utmost tranquillity, to serve the asparagus 
in gravy." 

" This, my good friend," exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, " is . a fabrication of your own 
wicked wit, to put the tranquil resolution 
of my temper to the trial ; — ^and I admire 
the ready ingenuity of your invention ; — 
but — ' 

'* A truce, my Lord, if you please, to 
your raillery ;** interrupted Asmodeus, — 
the fact is, without the least exaggeration, 
as I have related it ; — and, if you wish to 
have your incredulity removed, I will dis- 
cover to you the lifeless form, that you may 
judge for yourself." 

" By no means," replied the Count, '^ I 
really wish, in this particular instance, to 
remain an unbeliever: — and as for lifeless 
forms,— by whatever means they have beea 
brought into that situation, — whether in 
the common course of nature, or from the 
violence of disease ; — whether they have 
fallen in dispu-tes for kingdoms, or the en^ 
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tremets of a table, — my eyes are not io the 
humour to communicate with them/' 

" Then/' said the Devil upon Two 
Sticks, '^ you do, not possess the disposi- 
tions of that gentleman in a black wig, 
who is hurrying along with all the haste of 
some important business ; — and a very im- 
portant one it is to him, — for he has bribed 
ap undertaker to get him a sight of a dead 
Maid of Honour ; — and by some \&ry un- 
e^p(^ted interruption^ he is half an hour 
beyond the time of his appointment. 

** Do*not look, if you please, with so 
much astonishment at me,-— rbut at the 
person to whom I have directed your atten- 
tions, and I must insist on your credit to 
niy assertion, that a very principal delight 
of his life has long been, and still is, to 
view the human appearance of death. — 
He is a perfect amateur of dead subjects 5 
-r-and he views the body of a fellow-crea- 
ture, when deprived of life, in any shape or 
way^.with the same gusto that the man of 
taste regards an admirable example of 
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painting or sculprture, or any other beauti- 
ful display of the fine arts. — He became ah 
bbjecfl of very serious displeasure to the 
late King of this country, for having as- 
sumed the garb^nd appearance of an under- 
taker'-e worknoan, in order to get a sight of 
tlie deceased Queen, — and entertSining his 
friewds, by his humourous description <rf 
the weepings and wailings of bed-chamb^ 
ladies and maids of honour, on the mourn*- 
&1 occasion. — A public execution is a 
6eene of such ^quisite pleasure to his 
&ncy, that Do temptation could induce him 
to forego it ; — as you will readily conceive, 
"Whten I inform you, that having made a 
very large bet in favour of his absenting 
himself from some particular spectacle of 
this tjature,— he-was actually discovered in 
the gratification of his irresistible propen- 
sity, <lreS9ed in the habit of a woman, and 
seated upon the fore horse of a cart, be- 
hind the driver of it. — Nay, so powerful is 
his curiosity Ibr such melancholy objects, 
that he made a journey to Parid, with the 
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sole view of being present at the last hor- 
rid punishment of a criminal, whose tor- 
tnres were closed by bis being torn limb 
from limb by horses^ for having attempted 
the life of the King of France/' 

•' I should suppose then/* said Don 
Cleofas, /^ that this very singular man, with 
such a love for the society of the dead, 
does not find a very willing association 
among the living." ' ' 

*' Never was an opinion more errone- 
ous/' answered Asmodeus, " his company 
is sought by all who are acquainted with 
him, and envied by all who possess not 
that enlivening privilege. While his foible 
is a subject of private ridicule, — ^^the ani- 
mating exertion of his. social powers is a 
matter of general admiration — In collo- 
quial brilliance he is without a rival ; — and 
with an ^tpt, ready, and inexhaustible wit, 
which is universally known, and on con- 
tinual record, he possesses' a very cpnsider- 
abie store of solid knowledge, which, is 
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confined to what may be called the home- 
circle of his particular friends.'* 

" But, in the name of wondjer, do tell 
me," said the Count, " how does this man 
discharge the duties of an husband ? — In 
what manner does he educate his children ? 
— Are they inured in their entrance into 
life to an hereditary contemplation of the 
scenes of death ? — Are their tender minds 
scientifically hardened against the common 
emotions of nature? — And does he think 
it becoming the human character, — or the 
surest way to obtain honour and happiness, 
to pass through life without those senti- 
ments and affections which are allied to, 
and form a part of, the tender virtues ?" 

"He is neither," replied the Demon, 
*^ an husband nor a father;— but he is not 
without something like the sensibility of 
the latter character ; — for having no child 
of his own, he has adopted the natural 
daughter of an intimate friend; — ^ho, 
when age and infirmities have put an end . 
to his present pursuits, will be his delight 
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and his consolation. — He educates this 
amiable girl with all the lavish care of pa- 
rental affection; — and will continue his 
regard when he shall be no more, by leav- 
ing her a considerable part of his fortune." 

*^ After all." said Don Cleofas, " if it 
were consistent with the customs of the 
coantrv,--*m} opinion is, — ^that his carcase 
should be exposed, after his death, to Ahc 
gaze of every eye.** 

*' And such a circumstance, could it 
happen," aaswered Asmodeus, •' would be 
foreseen by him without any unpleasant 
emotions, — His mind is troubled with none 
of those delicate sensations which would 
be in general called forth by looking for- 
ward to such an event : — for it is a matter 
of perfect indifference to him, wheth^ 
vvhen life no longer animates his frame, 
it should be consigned to the dissecting- 
kniie of a surgeon, — or be borne in all 
the parade of funeral pomp to the sepul- 
chre of his ancestors. — And there, if you 
please> we will leave him ; for to answer 
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all the interrogatories which may be put, — 
or to give an explanation of all the obser- 
vations which may be made concerning the 
eccentricity of the human character,- is 
beyond the capacity of the most ingenious 
Devil of us all. 

" Besides,— with all your abhorrence of 
those peculiarities which I have just had 
the honour of relating to you, —I could 
produce a thousand examples of the com- 
mon occurrences and ordinary pursuits of 
life, which are far more degrading to the 
mind, — more dishonourable to human tia- 
ture, — and more injurious to society, — 
than that singularity of disposition which 
has just received such decided marks of 
your disgust and aversion.— : I have even- 
several characters now under my eye, 
which would incontrovertibly prove to 
you the truth of my assertion, — and I will 
select one of them, who, being in a dying 
condition, is more particularly appropri- 
ate to the tenor of our morning's employ- 
ment. 

f3 
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" The lady, whom you^will honour with 
your attention, in a room with a bow-win- 
dow, half obscured by green silk curtains, 
IS one of those, whose life, though in per- 
fect harmony with the fashion of the 
world, and the usages of the higher class 
of society, has been much more obnoxious 
to herself, and tnuch less productive of 
good to others, than that of the death- 
hunter, whose very idea, I perceive, .gives 
to your features the silent language of 
abhorrence. 

*V A long course of years has furnished 
her . with no other pleasure, but such as 
can be found in the feverish employments 
of the card tabl.~ With a fortune by no 
means more than sufficient for the com- 
mon appearances of genteel life, she plays 
as if she had a ducal revenue at her com- 
mund: — nay, one high spirited evening 
has frequently seen a whole years income 
put to the hazard.— Though she ha^ prac- 
tised this business of har life with consi- 
derable success, — for so it may be called. 
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— as she has not long ago, been absolutely 
ruined,-^her niind can never have known 
a naoment's tranquillitv since she first be- 
gan to offer her nocturnal sacrifices to the 
demon of gaming. — The agitated joy 
which arises from winning, and the fretfgl 
misery which must proceed from losing, — 
w)th the occasional alarms of total ruin, — 
have long occupied between them, her 
harassed mind, nor left a single interval 
for benevolence, — for pity, — for the en- 
dearing sentiments of sympathetic tender- 
ness and affection, — or for any of those 
charities which at once soften and elevate 
the heart 

** In short, the distractions and irregu- 
larities of such a life have brought on a 
cancerous disorder, which will shortly ter- 
mina^e in her death ;— and you now behold 
her in- a state of bodily anguish, which is 
capable of no alleviation but from the 
temporary influence of opiates, — and with- 
out any mental consolation, but such as^ 
can be derived from the reflection that she^ 
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has passed her life in the best company,-— 
and has still a fragment of her fortune left 
from the vortex of the ^ming-table, which 
will prove sufficient to pay her surgeons, — 

« 

to provide herself with a decent burial, — 
and to leave an annuity to an old servant, 
for the due maintenance of two Persian 
cats, a prating parrot, and a French lap*- 
dog." 

" This is a very strange source of con- 
fiotation indeed," observed the Count; 
<* but I begin to be reconciled a little to 
the varielks of the human mind, in a sita« 
ation, where I must own, till this day, I did 
not suspect they could prevail, at least in 
that proportion which, by your favour, is 
now evident to my conviction.** 

** I have more than once had occasion 
to remark, during the course of this 
morning," said, the Demon, " that the 
singularities of the passions, and the pecu* 
Kar habits of the mind, attend poor mor- 
tals through life, nor quit them till they 
die; — and though I have not much more 
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time to spare you at present, — what yet 
remains of it will continue to give added 
confirmation to those opinions which have 
arisen in your mind from the experience 
of- your present occupation ; — but to pro- 
ceed:—— 

" la a long room which- projects from 
the centre house, and forms an elegant 
library, you may see an old man, in a green 
robe de ckambre/sind a night-cap, tied at 
the top fy a ribbon of the same colour^ 
virith a pair of crutches resting against the 
wainscot beside him. — He is verging, also 
to the final period of existence,— a circum-* 
stance that does not affect him with the 
least alarm, — and of. which he is at this 
moment discoursing to his family, with 
the doquence of a Scholar,' and the philo- 
sophy of a stoic. 

■ ^* He is a gentleman of large fortune, 
and has passed all the leisure hours of the 
last forty years in the acquisition of ele- 
gant literature. — His life, if it has not been 
distinguished for its utility, has, at least, 
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been innocent; — for the prudent care of 
his family, — the emplovment of his study, 
and the society of rather a confined circle 
of sensible men, have occupied all his time, 
since he arrived at the age of manhood to 
the present moment when all his occupa- 
tions are hastening to a conclusion. 

" The active scenes and busy engage- 
ments of the world, have had no charm 
for him. — He has a very commanding in-, 
terest in a borough, but could never be 
persuaded, by his family or his . friends, to 
offer himself to the certain and uncon- 
trolled representation of it;— though the 
senatorial office was, , apparently, of all 
others, the most adapted to his character; 
as it has ever been his principal pleasure, — 
and some % have thought it a prevailing 
foible, — to indulge himself in a ceaseless 
fluency of speech, which gave all his con- , 
versation, whatever the subject of it might 
be, — whether trivial or important, — the 
form of grave discburse, and detailed 
illustration. — For the fact is, — that a mis- 
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fortune which gave him a subject for 
harangue, and a blessing that afforded no 
scope for his eloquence, possessed some- 
what of an equivalent value in his mind. 

"The predominant disposition of this 
singular person was very naturally indulged 
by his faniily, — who, indeed, may be said 
to have been inured to it from their cra- 
dles; — and his intimate friends, — who 
loved him for the many good qualities he 
possessed, were always willing to let him 
occupy the place in conversation which he 
was disposed to take; — or, as was very 
frequently the case, to engross the whole 
of it.— As for the younger part of his 
acquaintance, besides their knowledge of 
his habits, which would, of course, produce 
an acquiescence in them, they reaped 
instruction from his discourses, and were, 
therefore, delighted to become the silent 
attendants on his society. 

** To ask his advice was to gain his 
immediate and partial favour; — and it has 
sometimes happened, that artful people 
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have, by their well conducted impositions, 
made him pay dear for the pleasure of 
communicating his opinions to them. — In 
short — he not only consoles himself on 
the eternal separation from his friends and 
children, which is now approaching^ — but 
may be almost said to delight in it, — from 
the characteristic reflection on the many 
fine things which may be said upon it. — 
All that has fallen from the pens of Pagan 
and Christian writers on ihe subject of 
death ; — and all that has been said by he- 
roes, philosophers, sages, and martyrs, at 
the last hour of life, is familiar to his 
mind; — and he is, at this time, adding his 
own reflections to the moralizing strain of 
other men, and other times,' on the com-. 
mon topic of human mortality. 

" As it may, perhaps, amuse you,** con- 
tinued Asmodeus, " to hear the manner in 
which this elegant and amiable pedant is 
consoling himself and his surrounding re- 
lations, on the subject of his approaching 
dissolution, — I will repeat his sentiments. 
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in the very language in which he is, at this 
moment, delivering them to the solemn 
little auditory before him. 

" ^ When I tell you, my children, that 
J am about to die^ your looks express the 
mingled .sentiments of surprize and af- 
fliction: — But wherefore should you be 
astonished that I am about to fulfil that 
design of my najiure for which I was 
born ?-^ After so xaany generations of 
men, from the creation o( the worldt 
have sunk, into the gmve, you mighty 
indeed, look with amazement, if any in- 
dividual of the present race of mankind 
were to be preserved from it^. — When 
Abraham and the Patriarchs, — when 
Moses and the Prophets, — when the 
Evangelists and the Apostlei^, — have sub- 
mitted to the common fate of man; — 
or, to select our examples from the less 
sacred characters, who have made a 
figure in the world, in the ordinary course 
of human progression ; — when Ale- 
ander and Caesar, — when Demosthenes 
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and Cicero, — when Socrates and Plato, — 
when Cato and Brutus, — when these illus- 
trious conquerors, — powerful orators, — 
sublime philosophers, and rigid patriots of 
other times and other countries; — when 
Marlborough and Wolfe, — when Chatham 
and his illustrious sbn, — when Locke and 
Newton, — when Sidney and Russel, who 
possessed the same distinguished characters, 
as it were, in our own time, and in our 
country ;— :I say, when the . grave has 
heaped its mould t)n these men, and many 
others of equal name, — wherefore should 
it surprise you that I, who am beneath the 
lowest of them in the scale of existence, 
am about to add another subject to the 
realms of death ? — The cause of wonder 
is rather, that life, with all those open and 
secret enemies, which begin their attack at 
the moment of our birth, and besiiege us 
in our cradles, should be of so long dura- 
tion. — Indeed, when I consider the helpless 
state of infancy, — the careless folly of our 
boyish days,— the passions of youth, — and 
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the ,bustle of advanced life, — the train of 
diseases to which we are subject, — the pe- 
rils by land, and the perils by water, — with 
the sorrows, afflictions, and heart-aches, 
which perpetually harass man in his march 
throligh life, — it is matter of the most 
serious astonishment to me, that I, at the 
prolonged age of three- score and five 
years, am taking leave of the world. — How 
mapy just open their eyes on the day, and 
then close them for ever ? — Numbers have 
scarce quitted the breasts of their mother, 
when they sunk into the earth, on which 
they just began to tread,—- Youth is a sea- 
son peculiarly fatal to life, — and manhood, 
with all its strength, is the frequent victim 
of death.— Of the myriads which are call- 
ed into existence, how few is the compara- 
tive numVer of those who reach the period 
which I have attained I — Indeed, when I 
look back at the friends and companions of 
my early days, — ^^with whom I begun, as it 
were, the.race of life, — I behold the plain 
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bestrewn with them,— and scarce one re- 
mams to see me reach the gtoal. 

** ' To feel astonishment, — if you 4o 
feel it, — at an event so common,r — which 
you must, in (he ordinary course of nature, 
expect for «ie now, and for younselves here- 
after, — ^betrays a negligence of reflection 
that it will become you to correct ;-*-nor 
will the common affliction, so often, and^ 
as I think, so idly displayed, at odr mortal 
separations from each other, especially 
when they wait upon what may be oatted 
the maturity of nature, find a justifiable 
excise, on any principfe of wisdom* 

" * Death cannot be an evil, because it is 
universal ;— for I do not l^sita%e to say, 
that it is not in the nature,-^! had idmost 
added, it is not in the power, of the Su*- 
preme Being, according to our view and 
conception of his attributes and essence, to 
create an universal evil. — Death is no nriore 
an evil than life ;^-^ar>d while we rejoice itt 
the one, we degrade the powers of our rea- 
son, and belie the hopes of our virtue, to 
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lament the other. — As men, it becomes us 
to bewail our errors, and the tear that is 
shed over human infirmity, may not always 
disgrace usj — but to weep because the ca- 
reer of error and infirmity verges to a close, 
betrays a mind insensible to the dignity of 
virtue, or so debased by the grovelling pas- 
sions, as to be rendered incapable of being 
ennobled by it. 

" * We were certainly sent into this 
world as a scene of trial and conflict : — 
We were born to suffer : — Our sorrows are 
a necessary, and therefore a beautiful part 
of our existence. — Philosophy and religion 
both preach this doctrine ; — and they both, 
if, in compliance with some particular opi- 
nions, we may be allowed to separate them, 
— afford us the means of becoming con- 
querors over all those enemies which are; 
permitted to opppse u§, in order to give us 
an opportunity of exerting our faculties, 
proving our virtue, and thereby preparing 
us for the final elevation of our nature. 
If the most illustrious youths of wise 
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and polished Greece^ aspired to display 
their skill, their strength, iheir courage, 
and their patience, — or eyen to sacrifice 
their lives, at the Olympic games, — and 
considered the applauses of the venerable 
sages of their country, as the most enno- 
bling rewards that variousvictory could re- 
ceive, with what superior pride should 
enlightened man exert the noblest energies 
of his nature, who knows that the contests 
of life are performed in the view of Hea- 
ven; — and that tjie prize for which he 
contends, is not the wreath of an hour, — 
but a crown that fadeth not away. 

*^ * As the waves of the ocean, so do the 
generations of' men succeed one another. 
We stand, as it were, upon the dust of our 
ancestors, — and we shall form the base of 
those who come after us. — All things are 
progressive, and, with unvarying pace, pro- 
ceed towards the completion of the great 
object,, whatever it may be, for which they 
were all originally formed.— I, who am no 
more than an atom in the general mass of 
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creation, — after having passed through the 
preparatory state of life, am hastening to 
the part I am to take in that existence to 
which death will consign me. — And of 
what should I be afraid? — I, who have 
always felt the dignity of iny nature, and 
borne in my mind the pride of my celestial 
origin : and though often, and, as I con- 
ceive, necessarily, encumbered with human 
difficulties, and perplexed by the natural 
obstructions of our common allotment, — I 
feiel at this moment, when I am about to 
shake off the mortal coil, that my soul is 
emancipating itself from the shackles of 
mortality : — Nor can I be sufficiently 
thankful that it is in a fit state to take its 
flight to eternity, being unspotted by the 
stains of mortal corruption, and cleansed 
from all those gross materials with which 
it has been burthened in its progress along 
the path of time. 

"*I have suffered pain, and I rejoice 
that I have felt it. — I have had my con- 
flicts, — but I look upon them with the 
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exulting eye of the soldier, who dwells on 
those toils and dangers which have given 
him his laurels. — My life has been that 
state of unoppressive sorrow which the 
world calls prosperity; and I am most 
grateful at this hour that it has not deceiv- 
ed me. — At other periods this might have 
been considered as the language of vanity, 
— as the self-conceit of an idle philosophy ; 
— but I ani now come to that moment 
when I can, without fear of deceiving my- 
self, or the accusation of deceiving others, 
declare the source of that serene comfort 
which the long promise of years to come, 
and the brightest diadems of the world to 
crown them, would not tempt me to 
forego. 

" • While I now speak I am mortal ; — 
but in a few hours, perhaps, what is my- 
self, will have escaped from slavery to- free- 
dom, — from night to day : — I feel myself 
already at the portals of immortality. — My 
soul, while it was pent up in this crum- 
bling fraiTie, cannot have been said to live ; 
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*— it only possessed, in its unconscious ha* 
bitation, a consciousness of its nature, -- 
' and the power to prepare for the full en- 
joyment of it. — It has already existed un- 
seen by you, and will exist -hereafter, — I 
have no more interest in this world. — My 
hopes are strengthened even hy my infir- 
mities and decay; — and I hasten to the 
object of all my wishes. — O the glorious 
hour, when I shall escape from this crowd, 
this heap of pollution, and be.admitttd to 
the divine assembly of spirits, — to enjoy 
the society of the great and good of all 
ages, without interruption, and for ever !' 

** Such is the enthusiasm,'* continued the 
Demon, " with which this honest man 
. supports the most awful moments of life; 
— and it is with this kind of intellectual 
mechanism, by which the mind, notwith- 
stand'uog all the fine things he has said 
about it, is continually influeqced, — that 
be has supported the disappointments and 
afflictions, as well as heightened the enjoy- 
^ vox-, V, G. 
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•ments of his life.*— When he lost the wife 
•whom he loved, a similar oratioai prevent- 
-cd lihe tears from bedewing his cheeks; — 
end when the daughter on whom he doat* 
ed) sunk from his arms into premature 
death, — he consoled himself with dis- 
coursing on her Virtue8,-de8cribing the 
evils of life from which she was delivered, 
and apostrophising her spirit in the tealois 
of happiness, tn shorty thus faais he pro* 
deeded, in making almost every occurrence 
of his life a subject for his expatiating elo- 
quence^ to this moment, X when he has eni- 
ployed it, as he hopes, to reconcile his sur- 
viving children to the approaching dissolu- 
tion of their father, — and the eri5o)^nient of 
that wealth which they will inherit from 
him." 

" The d}ing speeches,** said the Count, 
'* which you are so good as to communi- 
cate to me, are, in good truth, very diarih- 
ing specimens of eloquence ; — and this, in 
particular, is attended with all the effects 
that could be wished by the departing era- 



tor ;^*-£or I do «iot perceive any tKtng like 
m appearance of sorrow in tbe couni- 
tenanoe of his Ifttle auditors ;-«-tXaoiigb, as 
ymi tedd met ^y ^^d the nearest relation 
(to him : — Bat ^as j^ou suggest tha£ tb^ 
good old man has a large fortune to leave 
behind hin),'«^th^ may find arguments iti 
his* lart will and testament, of great energy 
«nd ei&ct towards supporting the loss they 
me about to s^ui^in.'' 

^^ If I had tnade auch a safcastic obser* 
nation/* answerad the Demon, " you would, 
m^itihourt: the least hesitation, have done m^ 
the honour to have applied it to the wicked 
suspicions of my nature. — To tell you the 
-truth, I am most completely disappointed 
at not hearing you break forth into some 
heroic eulogiums on this fine specimen of 
philosophic oratory ; — for, after all, the 
man who can, by such innocent means, 
enhance the pleasures, and lessen the evils 
of life, is an object which has a. far supe- 
rior claim to the admiration of mankind, 

a«id is a better excu^ for their envy, than 
♦ G 2 
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most, of the qualities which so conti nas- 
ally awaken and employ those connected 
sentiments. — He certainly makes a very 
different, figure, in the eye of reason, from 
the unhappy man in the very next house, 
who^ instead of soothing his sorrows by the 
theories of eloquence, or the play of his 
fancy, has put an end to them at once by 
the sQrious and practical application of a 
pistol. — The history of this business has 
some circumstances of singularity, which 
will render it not wholly unworthy of your 
attention ;— I shall therefore proceed at 
once to relate it. ' 

Mr. C — —was a young gentleman of 
great hopes, the heir of a very large for- 
tune, which had been entirely raised by his 
father, who, from very humble beginnings, 
had, by his industry and good fortune in 
trade, become one of the richest commer- 
cial individuals in this opulent kingdom.-— «- 
With this large stock of wealth, the old 
man had the ambition lo form a stock of 
another kind^— he was very anxipu? to 
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make what is called a femily. He Ihere- 
fore educated his son in such a manner as 
to forward the establishment of his views ; 
but, while they were in a state of progres-. 
sion, and the young gentleman was at col- 
lege, the father died suddenly, and left him 
to the future possession of this ample 
inheritance. On leaving the University, 
Mr, C ■ proceeded to make the tour of 
Europe, and while he was abroad, his good 
mother, who possessed all the family views 
of her late husband, was looking aboi^t, 
among the young women of quality at 
home, for a daughter-in-law, who would 
add her high blood to their great wealth. 

** While, however, the provident old 
lady was thus forming her plan erf domestic 
greatness in England, a certain sly, young 
urchin of our fraternity, was.most woefully 

deranging them in Italy. — Mr. C • 

had been so struck with the appearance of 
a nun, whom he saw at the ceremony of 
taking the veil in an Italian town, that he, 
l^acame most violently enamoured of the 
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religious* lady ; and. as money will do most 
things, — and he had enough to do almost 
iny thing it can do, — he soon contrived to 
make his sentiments known to the object 
of his idolatry. ' ' v 

** Leonora was a beautiful woman or 
high birth, who having assumed the veil, 
not from any religious impulse, but from 
the interested and artful persuasions of her 
family, was not Very much indisposed ia 
receive the homage of a young man of the 
iirst appearance, and distinguished by hrs 
personal attractions. — With the assistance 
tf a widow lady, of her acquaintance, 
who was, with no great drfficolty, prevailed 
i^n to become the duenna of the business, 
it proceeded as far as the most refined sen^ 
timents and the walls of a convent wotrld 
allow. 

« But, without entering into an idle and 
tedious detail of every-tender circumstance 
vhich occurred from the first communica-^ 
tion of the lovers^ I shall cojne at once to 
ihe mbment when she avo^ved a passion 
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warm as his own, and engaged, that if he 
wottld return to England, and prepare 
his mother for the reception of her, in 
the character of a daughter^ she wou}d 
escape from the convent, and follow him 

* thither, — of die in the attempt. — He prp-» 
miscd all she could desire, — obeyed her 
commands, and departed on the morrow* 
. " On being informed that he was 
arrived in England, and that every thing 
was in a state of preparation for their 

, r^eption ; with the assistance, of an 
inferior, but confidential officer, belong- 
ing to the church of the convent, — the re- 
Ijgious lady, the widow, and the poor sacri^ 
Stan escaped together : — a very few hours 
were only necessary to get into a territory 
where no effectual pursuit could be made 
after them by the community ; and, in a 
very few weeks, they safely arrived int this 
city, where they all expected to find the 
certain agylum of honour and happiness 
during the rest of their days. 
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" Mr. C , who, in the violence of 

his passion, proposed and promised mar- 
riage to Leonora, as the immediate conse- 
quence of her flight, — and who spoke the 
honest language of his heart when he made 
the proposition, — had, on his return to 
England, experienced a very considerable 
change in his sentiments, with respect to 
the matrimonial part of the engagement. 
He still continued to love Leonora with 
the most ardent passion ; but though he 
was independent of his mother, and of all 
mankind, he began to feel the impnidence 
of such a connection as he had made,i— to 
foresee the certain rupture the final conclu- 
sion of it would occasion between him and his 
family, and to dread the natural suspicion 
with which the eye of the world would regard 
Leonora, under all the circumstances of her 
situation, even \\ hen gbewas become his wife. 

" Befon- her. arrival, therefore, hebegaa 
to weigh in his mind the unpleasant con- 
sequences of family clisrorcl, — the afflicting, 
if not fatal disappointment of his mother, 
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at such a marriage as he meditated, and 
the disgrace he might suffer throughout 
his life, as well as his children^ even from 
the innocent, but suspicious conduct of 
the fair fugitive, to whom he had engaged 
himself f — at the same time he could not 
but reflect, that his declarations, entreaties, 
and most solemn promises,, had prevailed 
on this confiding woman to risk, every 
thing for his sake. — In. short, he was in 
this state of continual and painful agita- 
tion, from the opposite and distracting 
influence of honour, interest, and passion, 
when he was informed, by a letter from 
Leonora, that she was arrived at Dover, 
and waited, with extreme impatience, to 
be conducted to him. 

" Ao Italian, whose former profession 
had been that of a priest, — and who had 
for some years followed the more profit- 
able trade of picture dealing ; — a man of 
infinite art, address, and choice wicked- 
ness^ who had contrived to gain the confi- 
dence and friendship of Mr. C — ~— -, wag 

g3 
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employed to attenc) Leonora to her residence 
in this metropolis. — ^The artful ambassador, 
who had not only been entrusted with the 

whole of the business, but of Mr. C 's 

scruples on the occasion,— -contnrpd to put 
an end to them at once, by adding a little 
premature jealousy to the rest of his un- 
pleasant feelmgs on the subject of the 
lovely Leonora. 

" * 1 know my countrywomen well/ 
said the insidious Italian, ^ and my regard 
i^x your character in the world, and the 
comforts of your future life, makes me 
shudder at the idea of your marrying a 
runaway girl from a convent. — Supposing 
her even to be a paragon of virtue, who 
will be found so unsuspicious as to give 
any credit to the chastity of her character, 
under the circumstances of her Connection 
with you. — Besides, if it were possible that 
$uch a marriage could be so explained to 
Jthe world as not to disgrace you in the 
opinion oF the better part of mankind, — 
let me ask you what ^pendence you cdii 
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have on the future fidelity of a woman> 
whose passions the mo^ sacred oaths could 
not controul ? — ^When she has broken the 
strongest possible engagements that can be 
made, before the altars of her own churchy 
and under the most awful sanctions o^ her 
own religion, what reliance can you have 
Bpon any engagements she may mako, 
under any ceremony or restriction which 
can be proposed by the la^'s, and a reli* 
gion to which she is a stranger, if she 
finds a temptation, from passion/ vanity, 
or caprice, to break itJ 

'^ This last idea, so wounding to a sen<- 
sible and delicate mind, had a more povver- 
ful eSect than all the other suggestions on 

Mr. C ^^s wavering mind; — and, on 

the Italian's iindertaking, as a matter of 
very easy arrangement, to persuade Leo** 
nora to be satisfied with a connection that 
did not require the nuptial benediction,-—^ 

Mr. C— ^ immediately dispatched him 

to conduct her to the honse I have already 
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pointed out to you, and which was ele- 
gantly prepared for her reception. 

" This gentIeinHn5 1 must inform you, 
notwitbstandmg his conduct at present 
wears rather an unfavourable appearance^ 
was a^character whose honour would have* 
triumphed over his passion, if he had been 
so fort una te, as, m this particular crisis^* 
to have consulted an honourable man. — 
He had himself, more than once, formed 
the plan of telling Leonora all the cir- 
cumstances of his situation, without re* 
serve, — presenting her a settlement, which 
would afford her and her companions a very 
COQBffbrMl'Ie provision during their lives, — • 
and seeing her no more.— ^In pursuing such 
a determination, he would have acted in 
a manner that could have left no reproach 
behind, either in his own mirid, or the 

m 

opinion of the world ;-— 'but, most unhap- 
pily for §11 ccnc med in this melancholy 
adventure, — he had placed his confidence 
in a villain, who laughed. at his scruples, — 
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inflamed his passions, and promised an 
easy gratification of them. 

*' Xeottora, however, was a woman of a 
superior mind, and whose affections, ardent 
as they were,-— had never swerved for a 
moment from the paths of inflexible ho- 
nour, — the high-wrought artifiee with 
which she was surrounded, -^the novelty 
of her situation, — the continual amuse- 
ments in which she was engaged^ to Ss^ 
sipate her attention^ — and the specious* 
excuses which were made, to silence any ri- 
^ingapprehensioa,— : hadoperated> fi>r several 
weeks to preserve her tranquillity ; — but she- 
at length discovered, by so common aa acci- 
dent as overhearing a conversation at the 
opera, in her own language, that she was 
generally considered as the mistress of 
Mr. C . She could scarce believe 

her senses when she heard the sugges- 
tion ;^-but she was astonished with the 
truth of it, when on applying by letter to 
him on the subject, that very night, — she 
received, the following morning, ' an une* 
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qutvocal proposition to adopt the di^;ra< 
ful situation. 

** Her conduct on this occasion was the 
result of a great mind.— The pride of her 
birth would have made her sufFer death 
rather than submit to that species of in^ 
&my which, was. proposed to her ; but that 
sentiment alone could not have produce4 
the real magnanimity . with which she suv^ 
tained herself in the trying circumstances 
that surrounded h^r. 

** Leonora had been lavishly supplied 
with money for her journey from Italy,— 
as well as for her expences in London ;— - 
and Mr. C- , with all the attentba 

of a delicate mind, had contrived that she 
should havet a letter of credit, to a consi-^ 
derable amount, on an eminent Leghorn 
merchant in the city, who was to^lly ig* 
norant of the original source from whence 
it came, — cm* of the real circumstances of 
the fair fugitive for whom it was provided -«-« 
The widow lady who had accompanied Leo^ 
i&ora^ from the presents she had 
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and the sale of some jewels she had brought 
with her, had no inconsiderable .deposit in 
the same hands, and was now determined 
to support the future resolutions, and share 
the fate, of her unhappy friend, whom she 
had helped to seduce into h^ present 

afflicting situation. Leonora, therefore, 

Was not in a state of pecuniary dependence 
which would have rendered her incapable of 
the design she projected, and was deter- 
mined to accomplish* — This was no less 
than to return immediately to Italy,— to 
present herself for re-admission at the gate 
of the converH: from which she had fled, 
8tnd court the punishment, as well aa 
l^ractise the penitenoe, necessary, to reesta* 
bUsh her hi that refuge from the deceit 
of man, and Jthe miseries of the world. 
'' In a few hours after she had received 

Mr. C- *8 last letter, this spirited 

woman waited upon the Italian merchant^ 
and, afl^r having engaged his secrecy, in* 

ibrmed him of the particular position im 
which she stood. She concluded the com- 
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muuicatton with ah account of the resoTtt- 
tton she bad forme J ; and a most urgent 
jrequest of his assistance to enable her to 
put it into immediate execution. 

** Mr. L is a man who combines the 

integrity of commercial life with those be- 
nevolent sentiments, and liberal principles, 
that would do honour to any station. This 
gentleman, therefore, did npt hesitate an 
instant to approve her generaldetermination> 
and promised to forward it in the most 
effectual manner, — on condition that she 
should remain in some secure place of re- 
tfeat^ till he had tried whether it was not 
possible, by his mterest among the Italian 
ministers at this court, with all of whom, 
he is nioreor less connected, --ta procure 
her an admission into some religious com- 
munity,: where slie might enter without 
that apprehension of severe discipline, and 
lasting suspicion, which would be the ine- 
vitable consequence of her return to the 
convent whose laws she had violated,— n 
He also, with his characteristic bene^ 
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Tolence, undertook to provide for the 
poor old sacristan, during the remainder of 
his'Ufe, — and -solemnly engaged to keep 
the whole of the business an absolute secret 

from Mr, C , till it would be no 

longer in his power to cause - any ob- 
struction to the final completion of it. 

** With such friendly, zealous, and pow-. 
erful aid, Leonora found no difficulty in 
putting the more immediate part of her 
plan into instant execution. — The following, 
day she quitted London for ever, and in a 
very short time was out of the possible 
reach of any persecuting enquiry. — Previous 
to her departure she wrote a farewel letter 
to Mr. C— — , which was not transmitted 
to him till some days afterwards ; — and as 
he left town immediately on sending his 
last proposition to her, he did not receive 
her affecting valediction till near a week 
after it was written. • 

'* This letter Was dictated in the language, 
as it contained the sentiments, of superior 
virtue. It conveyed nothing like disap- 
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point^ passion, . or female upbraiding. 
The characters were not blotted with tears, 
nor did the band that wrote it appear to 
have trembled in performing its office.— 
It bore the form of being sent for no other 
purpose bDt to implore, in the most urgent 
manner, that he would not persecute her by 
any attempt to discover her retreat ; — and 
to assure him, with the most sokmn im- 
precations,, that if he should again intrude 
upon her presence', she was prepared to die 
in his sight. 

** This answer from Leonora,— so difle^ 
rent from what he had deceived himself 
into the expectiation of receiving, — and 
written in a rnann^ so wounding to bis 
honour, an^ so affecting to his heart,-~ 
awakened him at once to a true sense of. 
his conduct. Every lo\V and sensual pas- 
sion died within him:— his whole soul 
glowed with the desire to make the repa* 
ration that became his honour, and be 
hastened to perform it ; — but Leonora was 
fled :— rail his endeavours to discover the 
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place of her retreat were fruitless; — and 
from- the language of her letter, as well as 
several corroborating circumstances, his 
alarms looked to the worst that could hap- 
pen : he was at length convinced that, 
actuated by despair, she had put an 
-end to her existence. Thid circumstance 
had such a violent efiect upon his mind, 
that he determined to avenge her, by put- 
ting an eml to bis own. He therefore 
armed himself for the deadly purpose,— 
^ent to the house where she lived, and, 
after haiving written a letter to his mother, 
with the same pen, as it appeared, which 
Leonora had employed in her last epistle to 
him,*— he discharged the fatal pistol, 
and felt lifeless on the bed where Leonora 
had so often, and so vainly, dreamed of the 
.happiness she hoped to enjoy with him." 

" And under the same circumstances,** 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, " however unphi- 
losophical or criminal it might have been, 
I should have completed the business in the 
pame manner. Philosophy is a fine thing. 
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and patience is an admirable virtue. — But 
men sometimes find themselves in such 
sudden and unexpected positions of misery, 
that neither of them have power to act, and 
are overwhelmed in the irresistible eddy of 
contending passions. Indeed ihits event 
before us, which, considered in a general 
view of it, I contemplate with horror, fills* 
me with the sincerest compassion, when I 
consider it as proceeding from a predomir 
nant sense of honour, and the sacrifice of 
a virtuous remorse. Besides, I have my 
apprehension also, that your story will not 
finish without another death ; — and thiit 
the lovely, faithful, and ever to be lamented 
Leonora, will 'pine away in ^rief and dis- 
appointment. I look for a broken heart to 
complete the catastrophe/ 

^* Your expectations,^' answered Asmo-* 
deus, ** will be pleasingly disappointed ; — 
that woman maintains a greatness of 
mind that will enable her not only to bear; 
tjfut to surmount, tlie difficulties of her situ- 
ation. — Indeed, the whole of her conduct^ 
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ivhen it comes to be devdoped^ as it must 
shortly be, will haye such an effect on the 

minds even of Mr. C — 's. relations, 

that they will interest themselves, with the 
most aflfectionate zeal, in her future wel- 
fare ; — ^and, by their friendship, she will 
be established in a situation where, igno-* 
rant of her unhappy lover's fate, she will 
live, and close her life in privacy and 
peace* 

"I see your countenance brighten into 
satifaction at the manner in which J have 
closed Leonora's history ;— and, it almost 
grieves me that I -must so soon introduce 
you to another scene of distress, by direct- 
ing your immediate attention to the lower 
room of a large white house, with some 
flowering s?hrubs on a platform before it ; 
there you will see a lady in the arms of her 
female servants, and a gentleman alter- 
nately paying attention to her distress, and 
bestriding the room in an agony of tears. — 
They are both m a state of grief that 
almost borders on distraction, at the loss of 
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A only daughter, a beautifQl ikde giri of 
nine years, who UDhappily caiight a 
kvcTj by dandng too much at a bail, whida 
last night pot an end to ber ]ife.-~Tbe 
arrival of some of the preKminaries of her 
intermit, has renewed the paroxysms of 
aorrow whieh yoa no^ contemplate.'' * 

^^ Did I misooncdve you, my good 
friend/' demanded the Coont, ^ or is it 
the custorr) of this enlightened nation io 
admit children, at sudr an early period, 
into the participation -of their degant 
pleasures ?*' 

" Not absolutely so/? replied the De- 
mon, *^ but it is become a fashion amon^ 
.persons in the great world, to give what 
are called children's balls ; — or rather, to 
suffer their children to give them to each 
other. — To these festive meetings the 
young people of the difFerent circles, from 
the age df seven to fourteen years, are 
reciprocally invited ;— where they dance, 
sup, sit up to a late hour, and rehearse the 
parts they are hereafter .to act on the stage 



of ftsfaionable life.— Tliis custom is consi- 
dered as of so much importance to the 
views of our fraternity,— that the infernal 
divan have very lately^ commissioned a spi« 
rit to superintend and promote it. 

*^ Th^se parties, you must perceive, are 
finely calculated to dispose the female mind;^ 
— for the children of the other sex, whose 
mode of educatbn takes them from home, 
are, at least, out of this scrape,— to an 
early love, of dress, pleasure, and dissipa* 
tion, which even, when acquired in a more 
advanced state, affords the be^t prepara* 
tion 'for folly and depravity.-— The next 
generation, believe roe, will feel all the 
beneficial effects which can result from 
such a practice.— But I shall defSer . any 
further explanations on this business, till 
I have the honour of introducing you to 
one of those interesting little assemblies. 

'* We will now once more change our 
situation," said th<e Devil upon Two Sticks, 
" and then I will give your Lordship some 
hours respite from my company." This 
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notice was immediately followed by their 
removal to a convenient position in ano* 
ther^ bat no very distant, part of th^ 
town. 

" A circumstance/' exclaimed tbe Count, 
'' already attracts my attention. — I see an 
elderly gentleman, in the house immedi* 
ately before us, who is sitting by a table^ 
covered with drawers full of papers, and a 
very large trunk by his side, amply stored, 
as it appears, with the same materials. 

'While I am speaking, he has consigned 
what I presume Is a manuscript to the fire^ 
and, by the manner in which he is employ- 
ing the poker, he seems to be most'invete- 
rately determined that not an atom of it 
shall escape the Roman funeral, to which 
he appears to have destined it." 

" You have most correctly described his 
employment," replied Asmodeus, " and I 
will as accurately imfold the' motive to it. 

. " He is an unmarried gentleman, pos- 
sessed of excellent character, considerable 
talents, and plentiful independence. — He 
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bas not involved himself in any of the 
great public concerns of his day ; nor has 
he, at the same time, passed through life, 
without attracting some portion of general 
attention, as well as securing the respect 
and regard of those with whom he has been 
connected, with more or less intimacy, in 
the circle of social life. — It is not from any 
apprehension suggested by his vanity, but 
from cool observation and reflection, that 
he is now so busily and seriously occupied ia 
destroying the vast heap of papers with 
which you see him surrounded, — and are 
but the remains of a still larger collection 
that have been consumed. During some 
inonjths he has devoted a certain portion of 
every day to this office; and he will con- 
tinue it till he has not a paper left, whiclv 
may not be necessary to his private affairs. 
In short, he has observed the prevailing 
rage for anecdote and private history ; with 
what eagerness biographical publications 
about anything or anybody are read ; and 
what a leading branch they form of what 



\ ^^ 
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is called, the literature of the day. — ^Indeed 
it cannot have been unnoticed by him^ that 
many men who have passed xjuietly through 
. the world, but whose pursuits have given' 
some consequence to their characteniy 
have been made to furnish posdiuomu 
materials for periodical publications ;--^if 
they werje not sufficient, or the individuals 
of thgt personal promineDce which would 
form or justify a volume : — for this pur- 
pose, the whole, and, not unfrequeutly, the 
most trifling transactions of men's lives are 
sought after, examined, and - collected ; 
and not always with a very scrupulous 
adherence to truth pr propriety. Thus 
their port-folios are ransacked, their 
epistolary correspondence exposed ; and, in 
fact, papers, which many of them have 
eonsidere^l as trash, and have preserved 
merely from private circumstances con- 
nected with them, or as memorandums for 
recollection, have been compressed into 
publication, to gratify the misjudging vanity. 
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or to answer some selfish interests>ofthose 
into whose hands they have h\kn. 

** To thwart any designs of this kirtd. 
Which may hereafter arise res^ting hitfi- 
self ; of to prevent any ufiauthenticated, 
history of the transactions of his life, or 
unprepared detail of his private opinions, 
after his death, he is determined not to 
leave a single document for any one td 
work Upon, in any way, with any view, 
or to any purpose. — He is contented that 
his virtlies and his errors, his wisdom and 
his folly, shall live no longer than the 
kindness of his friends and the displeasure 
of his enemies shall rerttember them* Be- 
ing much' at ease as to the judgment which 
will be passed n]X)n him in the world whi- 
ther he is hastening; he will leave his actions 
in this kind of nuncupative manner to those 
who may chuse to take any concern in 
them, in that Which he now inhabits, when 
he has left it behind him.'* 

" But has no one remonstrated with 
hfm," deiTianded Don Cledfas, ** on a con- 

H 2 



1 48 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

duct which partial friendship, at leasts 
may think rash and inconsiderate ;— and 
hia executors, who, it may be reasonably 
supposed, will be chosen from among his 
friends, may understand as betraying a pal- 
pable want of confidence in their judgment, 
their honour, and their integrity/* 

** Your suggestion," replied the Demon, 
f arises very naturally from the circum- 
stances which have pressed upon your 
notice, and I will answer in the words of 
the gentleman himself, to the remon- 
strances of a similar nature from one 
whose long acquaintance and affection gave 
him a right to make it. 

** In the first place, he wished to give 
those persons, to whom he had consigned 
the posthumous care of his worldly con- 
cerns, as little trouble as possible; and, as 
for various reasons, which were sometimes 
very trifling ones, he had never destroyed 
a paper of any kind, it must be a most 
laborious and wearisome -undertaking to 
examine such a vast accumulation, of 
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which he was now become an experimen- 
tal judge from the time and trouble that 
only a portion of them had cost himself. 
Besides, he was the best and, indeed, the 
only judge of what ought to be preserved ; 
a task for which the delicacy and partiality 
of friendship are not always qualified. — It 
had, indeed, been suggested by those, to 
whom he was inclined to listen, not only 
with regard but with submission, that it 
was a duty incumbent on him to preserve 
his written lucubrations; as, in their over- 
rating opinion, fdr such he must esteem it, 
they might be of advantage to future times 
and generations ; — and, if he could persuade 
himself, for a moment, that such would 
be the result of his writings, he would not 
hesitate a moment to spare them. — But 
they had been composed merely for his 
own instruction and amusement, for the 
exercise of his mind, the right establishment 
of his principles, and the regular conduct 
of his life. — And after all, they were little 
more than a concentration of the opinions 
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of writers who were his superiorSj as they 
might b^ considered as his masters, on the 
various subjects to which he had directed 
his thoughts and his pen. — He did not 
afiect to deny, that, from the active tenor 
of his life, the variety of his pursuits, the 
extensive view he had taken of society in 
Us various shapes, in other countries, a^ 
w«ll as in his owo, a volume of m^m^ 
q^ight be composed from Im track of e^intrf 
cnce, which would serve the purposes of 
agreeable entertainment and innocent 
amuisement i — but as there would be 
iiothuig i^ it;, which could be cgnsidi^red m 
a, superior system of inform9tipn» instruq* 
tiionj Gi: ejiample, either as to science, ny^txr 
ners, or virtue, he felt it a duty which hq 
owed to the name he bore, and the character 
he had endeavoured to maintain in the 
worlds tp refuse to appear, with previous 
design, to posterity, unless he could be 
clothed with superior, and attractive 
dfstipctioq* Besides-, he added, he could 
^o^eely recollect a solitary Qxaqiple, of any 
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0iie>. among ttie many wiiose lives have been. 
writteQ after ' their deaih^. by the zeal of 
som^ or the interested views of others, 
who, if he could be called from his grave, 
would be grateful to the author J' 

" This/' said Don Cleofea, ^ appears to 
be a. conclusive argament."* ** And it will 
prove 80^'' replied Asmodeufl^ '* for this 
very sensible man will proceed, without any 
further interruption, in his work of de- 
struction, till the pile is so far consumed 
that he will not reserve a quarter of an 
hour's reading from the whole of it. 

^'£ut I must now call your instant 
regard to a subject which may otherwise 
escape you. You will, therefore, turn 
your eyes to the upper story of the house,, 
two doors from that which you last exa- 
mined, where you will see a sick man, sus- 
tained in his bed by two nurses, while he is 
signing a paper.'*—" That is a last will and 
test^ament I presume,'" said Don Cleofas, 

which I eKpect you will tell me contains 
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tome strange, or capricious, if not unjust 
disposition of his fortune»-:-It is, indeed, a 
last will, though without any testamentary 
power,*' answered the Demon, " for it is 
designed to take place immediately ; — -and 
the unhappy man is under the greatest 
' alarm, least he should not live long enough 
to be informed of its being carried into 
effect. • 

•' The fact is, that the dying person has 
been a successful, money-getting, money- 
loving tradesman^ who, by industry, saga- 
city, and a fortunate seizure of occasions has 
contrived to amass a considerable fortune, 
on which he had retired to enjoy the good 
things which money never fails to purchase. 
At length, however, he is come to that 
period when money begins to lose its 
power, and his physician has informed 
him, that no medicine is to be- found even 
for money, that will prolong his life ano- 
ther week. This awful piece of informa- 
tion has brought some things to his recol- 
lection, which he had contrived, amid the 
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enjoyments of his life, in a great measure to 
forget :-— and one of them was, that he had 
kept a poor man in gaol for several yeafs, 
from a principle of vindictive cruelty, 
rather than any prospect of being paid his 
d^bt. — This circumstance, however, has, at 
length, intruded upon his remembrance; 
and a cpmpunction for this act of barbarity 
has at length visited him:— he is at this 
moment signing an order for the poor 
man*s discliarge, and he will live long 
enough to hear, not the grateful thanks of' 
the afflicted and suffering debtor, but a > 
reproachful message, that he has delayed = 
his mercy till it is not worth receiving : — 
Forsworn out with long confinement, and 
accumulated distress, he will die m the 
same hour as his merciless creditor, but 
with this advantage, that he rejoices at his- 
approach to. the place where the wicked* 
cease from troubling; while the other 
will depart in all the horror of anticipating 
that punishment which is denouuced against ^^ 
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thoa^ vdbo hovie rcfased to i^lieve tine prU 

^^ This man you. will doubtleas coasider 
with the ooptempt which he deserves.; 
— but I do not pretiend to deternoine what 
you will say or think of the whimsical 
gentleman, whom you see in a lower room 
to the left, who appears to be talking^ with 
so much violence to a person on the other 
side of the table ; and he, I must inform 
you, at the same time, is one of those prc« 
cious class of people ycleped attornies.'^ 

" Have mercy on* us,*' exckiimed the 
Count, ^* that troublesome and noxious 
animal is the same in all countries wherever 
it is suffered to propagate, and fails not to 
wprm itself into all the concernsof men*" 
'* I beg, my noble friend/' replied the Devil, 
that you will speak with a little more re- 
serve of a coips de metier^ who do more 
for the population of the infernal r^ions, 
than the whole aggregate body of Jew s^ 
Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. For, in the 
first place, they all go there themselvrs 
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numerous association ;r-^andi farther, they 
have the happy art, by v^tioua devices of 
theh- own^ to drive and seduce numbers of 
their \i^retched clients there before them, 
or along with them. 

"Bat to return .to our subject — ^Thia 
attorney., you will say, is an extrae»dinary 
man, for-he isndt only advisini^ his present 
cKent against engs^ing in a. law-suit^ but 
has actiially refused, to be employed in iK 
Though, if I am to speak the truth, his fon- 
bearaiYee on the occasion does not arise so 
much from the principle of integrity, ^s the 
apprehension that, if he wem to undertake 
soch an extraordinary, ridiculous, and un*^ 
promising, businessj — it would be so de- 
eded a proof of his knavery, or his igno- 
ranee, that not only no one would chuse 
to employ him in future, but he would risk 
the loss of his present client." 

" What," demanded t1ie Count, in a 
tone of surprize, — what ran the proposal 
be to which such a man would refuse* 
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his acqaiescence, when he is to get money 
by it, — unless there is a trifling danger of 
the gallows f" " That most certainly is 
not the case/V answered the Demon, 
*' though . the business which, at present^ 
occupies them may put him in mind of it.r — 
Youmustknow, then^ that the ai^y client, 
partly from hypochondriac afiections, from a 
debilitated constitution, and the incapacity 
to continue a career of profligacy, which 
constituted his sole happiness, is become so 
tired of life, that, last week, with all the 
good-will in the world, he contrived to 
hang himself; but he had scarcely exe- 
cuted this sensible project, than one of 
his neighbours, who saw the operation 
from a back window, hurried to the scene of 
action and cut him down in time to save his 
life. — So little, however, does bethink him* 
self obliged by this act of humanity, that 
he considers it as an illegal interference ; 
and has, accordingly, sait for his attorney 
to bring an action against his deliverer 
for an assault, — * I chose,' he says, * to go 
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out of the world in my own way^ and his 
officious violence has thwarted a design 
which I hadduely and maturely considered; 
and now to all my other miseries is added, 
the mortification of being pointed at for 
having attempted an aqt of suicide^ which 
women and weak men, and there are plenty 
of the latter, consider as a disgrace. 
When I had got so far on my journey to 
the mansions of rest, he had no right, by 
main force, to bring me back again. — I am 
determined, however, to live till I am, some- 
how or other, completely revenged of the 
interm&idling fellow.' 

" Such is the present state of the case ; 
and it has just occurred to the attorney, 
that though nothing is to be got by an 
action at law for an assault, something may 
be acquired by a commission of lunacy. He . 
will, accordingly, proceed instantly to this 
ujihappy gentleman's nephew, who is his 
lieir at law, propose the measure, offer to 
conduct it, and be the evidence on the 
occasion. 
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*^ Ofa, what an example of ridiculous 
pride and unfeeling meanness^"' continued 
Asmodeu8> <^ do I see before ma Ito 
attend, I pray you, to. the porter who is pro* 
ceoding along the street, with a box upon 
his shoulder^ unconscious^ however^ of 
the nature of its burthen :^-^ibr it contains 
nothing more or less than a leaden ooflin, 
with a dead infant in it, which is to be 
conveyed by a common stage-waggoa for 
interment in a distant part of the kingdom. 
Thus its parents, who think the mould of 
a London church>yard not good enough to 
Icover it, send it in the most ordinary 
vehicle, and like a common piece of goods^ 
a, barrel of oysters, or a keg of sturgeon, ta 
receive the proud distinction of being 
sepultered in the family-vault of its ances* 
tors*' 

** Where," exclaimed the Count, "will the 
varieties of death terminate ? In truth, they 
appear to be endless."*— *< I shall answer 
you/' replied the Diabolic Cripple, "by 
adding another to the number, which is 
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es:etDpUfied in the hearse that is passing 
by u$ with ar rapidity very uacommon to 
equipages of that description. Itis» in^^ 
d.eed, travelling post with the remains of 
a noble lord; who, after having survived 
the conflicts and dangers of war, has yielded. 
to the power of a morbid melancholy, and 
died by his owa hand. The law, in this, 
country, condemna the remains of persons^ 
guilty of suicide tOi a burial in the high^ 
way; and though that disgrace is too 
often, prevented, by considering it as. an act 
of insanity, and the consequent allowance 
of Christian interment; — the family of 
this nobleman, in order to avoi.d the mor- 
tifying scrutiny, have dispatdied the corpse, 
with all the expedition which ypu have 
s^en, to transport it beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of the ofiicer whose duty it is to. 
examine into matters, of this nature.-rr- 
He will, however, have received notice of 
the contrivance; and as certain fees 
depend upon the execution of his office, 
he will suffer no delay, to take place in 
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thwarting the attempt to evade him. — The 
consequence will be, a pretty smart race 
between .the living and the dead ; but the 
latter, who has taken the lead will keep it^ 
and gain another district^ just in time 
to bafHe the efibrts of the pursuers. 

" And now, I must beg leave, my dear 
Lord, to return you to your hotel ; — as there 
is a meeting of my fraternity about this^ 
hour, at which my presence is indispen* 
able. — The interpreter, which I have pro- 
vided, who is a very intelligent man, will 
be ready to receive you ; and, I should 
advise you to accompany him to some 
place of public entertainment. — It will, 
perhaps, amuse you by way of variety, 
to see common things in the common way. 
To-morrow morning I will return to my 
attendance on you, when we will complete 
our present line of excursion." In a few 
minutes the Count was set down in the 
street near his hotel, and joined his mortal ; 
companion of the evening. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

♦ 

The subject continued a little further^ . 

* 

• 

'' I DO not ask you/"^ said Asmodeus^ as 
he entered the Count's apartment, the 
next morning, " how you passed the' 
preceding evening, as I already know it at 
the same time I must take the liberty of 
checking any inquiries respecting myself/ 
as I am . forbidden to tell. However, I 
have obtained permission, in consequence 
of your deliverance of. me from the power 
of the magician, to order any of my bro- 
ther spirits into your service ; by whose 
kind offices I shall be able to unfold here- 
after, a variety of curious scenery, which 
at present I can only do in part, in haste, 
and by stealth. But they will be subject 
to future arrangements, and, I am now 
ready to attend you on our morning's 
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progress : — The Count instantly found 
himself, with the usual expedition, con- 
veniently stationed on the scaffolding of 
a public chapel, that was in a state of 
repair. — And now said the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, you will be so good as to 
look around. 

'^ I requeaik yoa then/' said Doa Cltecv 
&s, ^Ho be so indulgent as toex{^i«ir to mei 
the cause of a violent bustle I see in the 
upper chamber of the (:orner-house, where 
there appears to be no comtnon ^ degree 
of confustt>n9 with a little bloodshed^ aSr 
it appears to me^ into the bargain. — Some 
pleasant dispute^ I suppose, has ended ia 
the death of the poor man, who^ from 
his lifeless appearance,, as. the people are 
raising him from the floor, has, I fear, 
received a wound that will for ever dis* 
qualify him for any further concerns with 
our world.'* 

*^It is even so,** answered Asmodeus; 
** but the conflict has been with himself, 
^d he has fallen, not by the hand of any 
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human enemy^ but by the violence of bis 
own pas$ions.-~He was a man of some 
talents and literary acquisitions^ which he 
had persuaded himself were of the first 
rank, and his life has been tortured by the 
ill success of his endeavours to make the 
MTorld agree in his appreciation of them,— » 
His writings hate not been received wUb 
that rfgard by the pt^Uc which he tihinkt 
they h&A m absolute right to clajm,-<^an(t 
by their bringing him disappointment,, 
instead of expected profit and reputation, 
the natural irritability of his temper hat 
been increased to such a degree^ as^ at 
length, to havc^ brought on the present 
catastrophe. 

*^ This very morning, as he amused his. 
breakfest with a newspaper, he was inform- 
ed, by an" advertisement, that a work> 
which he considered as greatly inferior to^ 
the wprst of his own productions, and 
written, by a man of whose abilities he 
entertained a niost sovereign contempt, 
bad come to a seventh edition ;- -and while 
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his bilious resentmeut was gradually rising 
at this mortifying circumstance, he was 
favoured by a polite letter from the mana- 
ger of one of the theatres, containing an 
opinion, that a play, which he had of&red 
for representation, was wholly unfit for the 
stage. Within the same half hour he 
was also favoured with ' his bookseller's 
account, by which it appeared, that his 
last work, framed with so much toil, and 
the fancied source of so much emoIuAient 
and fame^ had not paid the expenses of 
printing arid publication. 

''Such a combination of disappointing 
and mortifying circumstances thronging 
upon him, as it were, in the same moment, 
and when he was in such a disturbed and 
un philosophic state of preparation, forced 
him at once into a most violent paroxysm 
of passion, which, after he had stamped 
about the room like a madman, and 
dealed his execraticMis on authors, book- 
sellers, and mankind, ended in the rup- 
ture of a blood-vessel, which has settled 
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his accounts with thera all, and for ever.—- 
His pulse is now in its last flutter, and 
his he^rt, which has so long been harassed 
with the agitations of pride, jealousy, and 
disappointment, will throb no more." 

" To a m^n with such self-tormenting 
dispositions,*' said Don Cleofas, ^* death 
may be considered as a friendly relief, and 
I should be induced to justify the satis- 
faction I feel on the occasion, if ray atten* 
tion was not very powerfully directed to 
a young lady, dressed ii\ all the fashionable 
elegance of her age, and, as it should seem^ 
in the snowy attire of a bridal day. But 
if that should be the case, I must prepare 
a more than common portion of my pity, — 
for, from the distress, that overwhelms her, 
I am to fear, that she is some unhappy 
victim, whom parental power has forced 
to the arms of a detested bridegroom.'* 

*' She is, in truth, a bride," answered 
Asmodeus, *' and has been this morning 
led to the altar, with all the propitious 
omens of nuptial felicity; but, at the 
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moment when the ceremony concluded, 
her father^ who was an happy attendant on 
the occasion^ sunk down suddenly on the 
pav^ement9*^-<ind^ after a faint expression 
of thanks to heaven, for having per- 
mitted him to see that day, dosed a life 
of honour in the arms of the amiable 
man whom the nuptial benediction bad 
just made his son/ 

" It is an aflecting scene," said the Count ; 
but as the young lady has a husbanc^, 

whom she loves, to console her,- " ** I 

will excuse your observations,'* interrupted 
the Denwn ; " for as they would be ill- 
founded, they had better be omitted.^ — 
The mourning bride is sincere in her sor- 
rows ; — she loved her father, for he 
formed her mind to virtue ; — and she will 
not forget him in the arms of her husband : 
— Nor will the worthv man who calls her 
his, lo\5e her less for such a proof of that 
tender nature which will gild the happiness 
of his future life/* 

" I beg your pardon/' replied Don 
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Cleofas^ ^^ for any appearance or expre^ 
fiba which, on such a solemn occasion^ 
musit I well know, he very offensive to 
the delicacy of your character ; but, to 
tell you the truth, my apprehensions out- 
ran your relation, and had absolutely 
killed ^ bridegroom instead of the father* 
The unexpected diminution of the catastro* 
phe, therefore, has enlivened my fancy, per« 
haps rather more than may perfectly aocord 
with the circumstances of the moment : 
but my mind is already brought back to 
its proper tone, by the solemn spectacle 
which arrests my sight, as it passes along, 
and, indeed) occupies the whole length of 
the square beyond us. — The sun glitters 
on that parade of death, and throws an 
affecting lustre upon the scene. — But I 
must beg of you to favour me with the 
cause of that variegated plumage which 
adorns the hearse: — I have seen the white 
and the sable decorations of funeral pomp, 
and been taught by you the nature of 
theif respective application ; but here, if 
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I am not deceived, they are blended with 
each other, -r-a circumstance which pro- 
bably marks some appropriate distinction, 
unless vanity, which, indeed, would not 
surprise me, exercises its caprices* on the 
dead as well as the living." 

" The peculiar decorations," answered 
the Demon, '* of that funeral procession, 
announce to all who see it, that it is con- 
veying the remains of a lady who died in 
child bed ; and as the circumstances of her 
death are- of a very singular nature, and 
offer a picture of human weakness which 
you have not yet seen, I will, as a matter 
of very curious instruction, unfold it to 
you. 

*^ You must know then, that among the 
many modes of getting money which 
are exercised in this great city, by imposing- 
on the foolish, the credulous, and the 
curious, the business of pretending to cast 
nativities, and tell fortunes, is not the least 
successful. — Many persons, of both .sexes, 
carry on a very profitable trade, by an 



artful display of their assumed power of 
foretelling future events ; and as they have 
learned the art of playing upon weak 
minds, they frequently discover a clue by 
which they can determine upon the parti- 
cular situations and circumstances of such 
as make application to them: — Besides,' 
as, in the common risk of being right or 
wrong, it frequently happens that they 
make a fortunate distinctioni which al- 
ways gives them a sufficient proportion of 
fame and character to answer their pur- 
poses of attraction; — and as superstition and 
folly are always on their side, — the ad van- 
tages are considerably in their favour : — 
While the numbers who are induced to 
visit them, from mere curiosity or amuse- 
ment, add to the emoluments of their 
extraordinary profession. 

" Of the latter, was this unfortunate 
lady, who has literally fallen a sacrifice t(5* 
the idle project of laughing at a conjurer. 
With this view, accompanied by two plea- 
sant females of her acquaintance, sh^- 
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sought the abode of. one of these profes* 
Sional oracles ; and> in order to heighten the 
joke, she had disguised herself in the most 
unwieldly, appearance of a pregnant situa- 
tion. — In this form she appeared before 
the astrologer> and, in a tremulous tone of 
assumed apprehensionf demanded if it 
would be her lot to have two, three, or 
four, children. The cunning man, who 
was conjurer, enough to discover the plot, 
determined to be. revenged of it ; arid, with 
all the solemnity of his situation^ informed 
her, that the number of children with which 
she was then pregnant, was beyond the 
reach of his art, because it was destined in 
the book of fate, that they should not see 
the light, — and that, in the struggles of 
nature to make her a mother, she herself 
would perish. 

"The lady, nettled at the declaration, 
and eager to prove the falsehood of his 
prediction, let fall her bundle on the floor, 
and expected to derive no small amusement 
from the prophet's confusion : but he, who 
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was Weil versed in all the arts and impu- 
dence of his trade, and was prepared for 
all cx)ntingencies that might happen in the 
course of it, retained the full force of his 
philosophic gravity ; and when she began 
to exercise her raillery upon his never-fail- 
ing sagacity, he, with a steady, unmoved 
aspect, assured her that his vaticination 
would be realized, and that she would die 
in child-bed. — Irritated by his unmoved 
solemnity, she suffered her wit to rise into 
pettishness and anger ; — but he replied, 
again and again, in the same peremptory 
tone, that her fate would be that which h^ 
had predicted. 

" In short, this poor lady, instead of 
having got a good laugh at the expense 
of the fortune-teller, and furnished herself 
with a subject of laughter for others, 
returned home disappointed of both, and 
in a state of mind by no means disposed to 
mirth or levity ; while the prophetic decla- 
ration not only dwelled strongly in her 

remembrance, but occasioned, at times, 

1 2 
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a very painful dejection of spirits.— This, 
however, is not the worst part of the story; — 
for when she afterwards became pregnant, 
her apprehension, — which she was, at the 
same time, ashamed to disclose,— grew 
daily upon her ; and, in the act of becom- 
ing a mother, put an end to her exist- 
ence. 

^' The ladies who accompanied her on 
the ridiculous, but fatal errand, to the for- 
tune-teller, very prudently keep the secret 
to themselves ; — and they and your Lord- 
ship are the only persons, at this time, 
acquainted with the extraordinary trans- 
action. — As for myself, you may be 
assured I shall do every thing in my power 
to prevent the publication of an event, 
that might bring a profession into discre- 
dit, which is affording continual assistance 
to the operations of your humble servant 
and his honourable brotherhood. — But of 
this oracular trade, you shall, hereafter, 
be more particularly informed, when I have 
an opportunity of conducting you to one 
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or other of these repositories of futarb 
events. 

** Such is the history," continued the 
Demon, " of the funeral pomp that has 
just passed along the square, of which we 
have here but a very imperfect view;— 
we will, therefore, if you please, remove 
our situation to a more commanding pro- 
spect of it, where we will finish the re* 
maining half hour of our morning specu- 
lations.'* 

The proposition was no sooner made 
than accepted,— ^and the Count found him- 
self in an instant transported to a position, 
where his attention was immediately en- 
gaged by a very beautiful woman, who, 
while she grasped the hand of an elderly 
gentleman, appeared to be making very 
earnest enquiries of him, with a counte- 
nance that expressed an agitation of the 
deepest concern. 

" That admirable woman," said the 
Demon, " is enquiring of a ph\sician 
concerning the state in which he has found 
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her husband ; and the tear in his eye, — for 
a long acquaintance with sick chambers 
has not yet hardened his heart, — informs 
her that she must expect the worst. He 
will answer her present questions by bis 
iriendly exhortations to call forth all her 
resolution into exertion, against the event 
lliat is this moment approaching; and 
■9irhich, while I am speaking, is making 
her children fatherless and herself a widpw. 
" To tell you the truth, it is not :the 
mere loss of an husband, whom she never 
loved with any degree of passion,*— and 
who, tliQugh naturally a good-natured 
man, had, from distresses in the latter par^ 
of his .life, changed his former respectful 
conduct into actual ill-treatment, that ^.e 
derives the poignancy of her present mi- 
sery, but from the manner in which she 
suspects he has ended his life, and the 
involved state in which &he has reason to 
apprehend, from such a circMmstance, he 
must have l^ft his family. — As this poor 
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gentleman's history is som&what singular, 
I will give you the leading traces of it. 

"'His father was the only son of a 
gentleman of ancient family and small 
^fortune, in the western part of Scotland, 
^who, in the troubles which agitated that 
country, in the earlier periods of the late 
century, was an unhappy sharer in the 
desolations of war, which ruined so many 
of his countrymen. He died soon after, 
leaving a son of about fifteen years of age, 
to make his way into the world, with no 
other patrimony but the last blessing 6( 
his father. The young miin having no 
means of support but sudh as chance threw 
in his way, was glad to enter into the ser- 
vice of a gentleman eminent for his bota- 
nical pursuits, and with whom he acquired 
that knowledge which qualified him after- 
vvards to become the gardener of a noble- 
liian who resided in one of the most cul- 
tivated parts of North Britain. 

** He was of an age, at the death of 
1)18 father, to feel the full force of his 
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family misfortunes, — ^and he never ceased to 
consider his menial profession as a state of 
degradation ; which^ though it might not 
be changed, by a change of situation, 
would be attended with less mortification 
to himself in a country where his origin 
was not known, and his humiliation would 
not be aggravated by the circumstances 
•around him. He might not also be with- 
out hopes, that he should find that good 
fortune in the southern part of the island, 
which so many of his countrymen had 
found befpre him. — In jshort, he quitted 
Scotland, and with a wife aqd a little boy, 
—who has just ceased to be the husband 
.of the very lady now, beneath your eye,rr- 
took the direct road for London. 

** When this little t?^vi?lling -party- w.as 
arrived within a few mUes of the metro- 
polis, at the close of a sultry suminer s 
day, and extremely fatigued with th^ 
journey of it> they* were temptfd to tura 
out of the rpad to a large lK)use, in order 
.to request a little hospitable * refr^shineutt 
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from the master of it. As it happened^ 

they found him standing at the gate of 

his court-yard ; and, with the humility of 

distress, but in a tone far above the com^ 

mon cant of beggary, they offered their 

petition, that he would suffer his servants 

to give them a cup of small-beer and a 

morsel of bread. 

** He was a gentleman of a very large 

fortune, and of a singular but inoffensive 

character, whose retired life had taken itd 

shape and colour from a disappointment 

in love, when he was of an age for that 

tyrannic passion to make a strong and 

lasting impression upon him. — He did 

a great deal of good in his neighbourhood^ 

— but his benevolence seemed rather to 

proceed from the occasional impulse of 

whim and caprice, than from any settled 

principle of humanity. — When, therefore, 

these poor people made their request, i6 

happened not to be a generous moment 

with him ; and, so far from yielding ta 

their mtreaties^ be spoke to them in a 

i3 
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chiding tone, — and had already turned 
away, when the little boy, as it were, 
intuitively seized the skirt of bis coat, and 
with the silent eloquence of his intreat- 
ing looks, enforced the petition of his 
parents. This singular and unexpected 
oircuinstance turned the good man's miad, 
in a moment, to all the. fulness of com- 
passion ; when, taking the child by the 
hand, he led him through the courts and 
bidding the man and his wife to follow, 
he conducted th^m into the house, and 
ordering a plentiful meal to be set before 
them, gave directions that they should be 
brought to his study as soon as they 
had finished it. — He there received them 
with renewed kindness, and desired them 
to tell their past history and their future 
prospects. — These were related with all 
the simplicity of truth and the humility 
of misfortune. 

" The gentleman theia perused the cer- 
tificates, of the gardener's former service, 
and immediately hired him in that capa- 
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city, — aj^Knnted his wife to the superin- 
tendance of a dairy, — and premised, if 
they behaved themselves with the fidelity 
he had a right to expect, that he would 
take cape and provide for their little boy. 
The woman, among other good qualities, 
was very handsome, and, on the death of 
her husband, which happened soon after, 
by a fall from a horse, became the con- 
fidential house -keeper, and, as the neigh- 
bourhood believed, the mistress of her 
master. — Be that as it may,--*he educated 
the boy as his own son, and when he died, 
left him the sole heir of his large fortune, 
and with particular injunctions that he 
should take his name. 

^* The young gentleman when he came 
of age, quitted the spot of his good for- 
tune, where all the circumstances of it 
were so well kaiown, and purchased a large 
property in a distant country, where he 
married the lady whom you now see,— 
who wds the daughter of a man of very 
lafjge fortune and ancicfut family. — You 
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will do her no more than justice. in con- 
sidering her as a womah who, in charms 
of person, elegance of nianners, and re- 
finement of understanding, is equalled 
by few, and excelled by hone of the most 
distinguished women of this country.^— 
She was very young when it was her 
parents' pleasure to unite her to a man 
whose education had been conducted by 
a dissenting teacher, of rigid morals, con- 
fined learning, and little knowledge of the 
world ; — and which, of course, was not 
calculated to form such a husband as would 
make her altogether happy. — He was proud 
of her superior quaiitiCwS, and treated her 
with the most respectful attention ; — but 
he had not a mind that could answer to 
her's ; — and her life has been one con- 
tinued struggle to be resigned to a situation 
in which she could not find contentment. 
• — He was anxious after injportance, — - 
loved to ht considered as a person of con- 
sequence, — became a member of parlia- 
ment, — lived in elegance, — distressed him- 
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self by pilrchasing estates beyond his abi- 
lity ,-^'and applied to the gaming of the 
funds, in order to extricate himself from 
the difficulties that '. oppressed him. — In 
this last business, he, like many others, 
proved very unfortunate; — and has shel- 
tered himself from approaching ruin in the 
arms of death. 

" This lovely and incomparable woman, 
will feel all the distresses of her unmerited 
situation ; be obliged to leave the great 
world, of which she was the ornament, 
for a distant retirement, which she will, 
however, render honourable; and where, 
after a little time, she will recover from the 
shock of fortune, and enjoy more real 
satisfaction than she ever experienced in 
the former, — and which, in the language 
of the worldj would be called the pros- 
perous part of her life." 

** There is no end," said Don Cleofas, 
** of the variety of human misfortune — ** 

" But that event,'' interrupted Asmo- 
devis> *^ which brings all human concerns 
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to the same colour ; — and, if you will give 
your attention a little^ to the right of the 
house which contains the last object of 
your consideration^ you may contemplate 
a dying scene of a new complexion^ and 
most affecting circumstance. 

** In that white bed is the faded form 
of early beauty, which is about to escape 
happily from a world wlxere her innocence 
has not yet been contaminated, and from 
whence her virtuous spirit will return to 
the fountain of it. — She is now approachr 
ing to the extreme limits of life ; — the 
lively emotions which at present animate 
her frame, are the last exertions of nature, 
••—The cheering, smile of her countenance 
does but precede the languid composure 
of death; — and the eager look?, whidi 
she throws around her^ are the l^st office 
which her eyes will perform ; ->- in a few 
minutes those orbs will be set in darknt'ss. 
At present, she is in the delirium .q(. sink- 
ing nature, — and thieks she sees the form 
of ber mother- sitting on «a cloud, and 
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stretching forth her arms to embrace her : 
— She is now describing the happy vision 
to the afflicted ifriendswho surround herbed^ 
~and as she siuks gently into death,— 
fancies that she rises into glory/* 

** This/' exclaimed the Count, "though 

an affecting, is a charming scene /' 

** And I would with pleasure,*' said the 
Demon, " if time did not press upon me, 
leave you a little to the indulgence of 
those sentiments which such a picture as 
thi§ must awaken in a mind like your's; 
but I am forced to interrupt them, by cal* 
ling your immediate regards to a cham« 
ber in which you may see an aged gentle- 
man in a superb bed of crimson velvet, 
whose physicians have informed him, that 
be is come at ler)gth to the close of his 
protracted life. 

" He is a nobleman of high rank, great 
v^akb, and very singular character, who 
has contrived, without being distingijiished 
for virtue or talent^ to give a most extra- 
ordinary degree of notoriety to .his exist* 
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ence, from his youth to the present 
moment. In his earlier years, he was 
indebted for his \ cekbrity to his per- 
formances, and superior knowledge of 
the turf. He then sought to be unrivalled 
in the career of fashion, and after he 
had been considered as the first jockey 
at New-Market, he became the most 
elegant figure in the circles of the fashion- 
able world ; nor less renowned in the 
higher walks of dissipation. The latter 
part of his life has been known for a more 
contracted, but not less determined 
gratification of his habitual dispositions, 
accompanied with a most perfect indif{e- 
rence as to public opinion. Indeed, he 
appears to have worked himself, up to 
such a carelessness of the present or the 
future, that if his general sang-froid could 
be supposed to arise from a calm review 
of what is past, or a reflecting contem- 
plation of what is to come, he might be 
pbced in the class of those men, who 
have given celebrity to their lives, by 
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the? philosophic air with which, they 
have closed thei)i. But the state of the 
subject before you, is nothing more than 
an acquired insensibility^ arising from an 
hardened state of mind, which is to be 
envied by none but those who are groaning 
tinder the aggravations of despair. — He 
has now no amusement but society, which 
he can but imperfectly enjoy, and \yhere 
his fractious observations on every body 
and everything, are heard with patience^ 
.and sometimes perhaps with applause, for 
the sake of the refined cookery of hid 
table. Of /this you vyill judge, when I 
inform you, that' there is an association 
of gentlemen^ connected with the pur- 
suits of the turf, which is de^iominated the 
. Jockey Club, and to whom reference i3 
.made in all disputes relative jto the import- 
ant business • of the tlo^sci: Course. — At 
one of their meetings, which was held 
yesterday^ it was proposed as a mark of 
. respfect, that a messiige shgiuld be. sent to 
ther Noble DoJca who was, the oldest of 
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their members, In the name of the club, 
to enquire after his health ; and he has just 
dictated the following answer:—^ Tell them 
that I am going to the Devil as fast as I 
can,— and where every one of them will, 
sooner or later, be sure to follow me.' — 
*^ But how will this curious compliment 
be received ?" demanded the Count. ** O, 
US for that/* replied Asmodeus, *' with loud 
laughter. — And what is more, — ^the prog- 
nostication of the phvsiciah win fail, and 
his grace will survive, — to confirm the 
mirth he has occasioned, '^y making it the 
-subject of his future sarcastic merriment 

*' One more -scene, however, must not 
escape us, k is in a ehantba* Of the hand- 
some white house to the left of us, in 
which you must perceive several persons 
surrounding a bed, — and where a cere- 
mony is, at this moment, performing, 
which is, I believe, seldom deferred to a 
dying hour.- — ^It is a curious little history, 
and a slight sketch of it will unfold all the 
circumstances of the singular business whk^ 
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is now arranging there^ and would be per«- 
fectly unintelligible to you without such 
an explanation. 

" I must beg the favour of you then," 
continued Asmodeus, ^^ not to be surpriaed^ 
when I tell you, that it is nothing less, 
my good friend, than a wedding which is^ 
at this moment, celebrating before you.-*- 
Hymen, as it appears, is mingling the 
light of his torch with that which proceeds 
from the flambeau of death. — ^You must 
Jenow, then, that the lady, now bolstered 
up to receive an husband^ has, for many 
^years, been the mistress, and I will add, 
the faithful mistress of the worthy noble- 
man who is now uniting himself to her 
under the sanctions of law and religion. — 
She has, for some time, been confined to 
her bed ; and when the physician declared 
her recovery was hopeless, her noble pro- 
tector made her a visit which he thought 
would be the last ; and with an humane 
design to give a person he had so long 
loved; every possible consolation in her last 
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hours,-— made an unreserved offer of doing 
any thing and every thing in his power to 
satisfy her mind at that awful period which 
lie believed to be approaching. 

^^ After some hesitation, and an ex- 
pressive look of silent gratitude, she toM 
him, in a feeble voice, and with mter- 
rupted articulation, that it would quiet all 
the alarms she suffered respecting her fu- 
ture allotment, and tranquillize her doubt- 
ing spirit at once into perfect composure 
^nd resignation, if she could but die his 
wife. There- was still strength and life 
enough in her, as she believedj to go 
through th^t ceremony which would give 
her the consolatory and sanctifying privi- 
lege of calling him her husband, and re- 
ceive one legitimate embrace from him, 
before she sunk into the arms of death. • 
' ^^ He is a man of sensibility* and, under 
the influence of those feelings, which the 
circu?nstances of the moment had awaken- 
ed in his heart, he promised to fulfil the 
request, considering his acquiescence with 
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xty as an act of humanity to a dying friend, 
which it was his duty to perform. — A few 
hours only were necessary to obtain the 
licence for a private marriage, and while L 
have been relating the story, the business 
has been completed. The noble Lord 
will now take an affectionate leave of his 
bride, in the certain expectation of never 
seeing her again ; but he will be mistaken ; 
— She will in a few days, but by well-order- 
ed appearance, recover from her malady, 
which has been most artfully, and , as it has 
turned out, most successfully employed, to 
enjoy a title and a coronet during the 
rest of her days.'* 

<* This, I think," said the Count, smi- 
ling, " can be considered in no other light 
than that of a resurrection ; and, therefore, 
concludes all this morning's scenes of 
death with dramatic propriety.'* " It 
will, therefore,* observed the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, "form a very proper con- 
clusion to our present excursion. — In the 
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evaiing I will renew the pleasing office of 
your spiritual conductor.'* 

As he uttered these words, the Demon 
transported Don Cleofas with the usual 
expedition to his hotel, where he imme- 
diately left him to the indulgence of such 
reflections as the preceding business of the 
day may naturally be supposed to invite. 
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DREAMS, 



Don Cleopas had whiled away the 
afternoon in eating his dinner and musing 
over his coffee, — and the evening in thrum- 
ming on his guitar, and slumbering on 
his sofa. — ^^It was indeed already midnight, 
and the Devil upon Two Sticks had not 
yet made his appearance ; — so that the 
Count began to think of passing the night 
on a soft feather bed, instead of balconies, 
or the roofs of houses. — It was, however, 
his good fortune to be summoned soon after 
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to the latter, situation^ by the appearance 
of his Diabolic friend. 
• " I expect/' said the Demon, on enter- 
ing the room, *^ to find your Lordship 
under the impulse of a little impatience at 
my having left you so long to the society 
of your own lucubrations^* 

" By no means," answered the Count; 
^* for you have been so kind as to furnish 
them with subjects which might give an 
interesting employment to a much more 
extended portion of solitude than the few 
hours you have been absent from me.— • 
I will however acknowledge, that I began 
to doubt whether your various occupa- 
tions would suffer you to favour me with 
your company to-night ; — and had already 
looked towards some pleasant dreams, as 
I hoped, for the amusement of it/' 

*^ Nor shall you be disappointed," re- 
plied the Demon, " but it shall be at the 
expense of other people's slumber. — We 
will pass the time, till day-light, if youplease, 
in company with sonie of the dreamers of 
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this great town,— and I will undertake to 
unfold the fancy that agitates or delights 
them.*" 

" This will be," answered the Count, 
*' a roost curious source of entertaimnent ; 
and some very lingular histories will, I 
doubt not, proceed from it/' 

" Just the same," replied the Demon, 
*' which you have seen in the waking 
hours of mankind : — ^The same scenes of 
pleasure and of pain, — of success and dis- 
appointment, will appear in dreams as in 
real life, with no other diffrrence than is 
to be found between nature and caricature^ 
— between comedy and pantomime. 

** But still, I resume," said Don Cleofas, 
" all is not fabulous which has been report- 
ed and believed concerning the prognos- 
tics of these nocturnal visions." 

*^As for tliat," answered Asmodeus, 
" I shall only observe to you, that they 
are very dangerous guides, — and I would 
not recommend you to trust them. — 
They maybe said, with great propriety^ 



trft)e hcHhmgtiioi-e than afrant liars, whd 
sometimes^ accidentally, tell the ttuth,-^' 
and thoi]^h they hdve possessed an Influ* 
ence the^ by no nieans deserved, in the 
agefe of darkness, ignoratice, arid super- 
stition, — in the present fenlighitened period, 
uifiles^* amoiTg the weak and enthusiastic^ 
i^ho will be found at all periods, and to 
the end of the world, the visions of thd 
night have lost their power over the reason 
of the! day. It is now, however, time for ' 
us,** ddded the Demon, ** to proceed on 
our career ;•*— and the Coutrf' expressing * 
his ready acquiescence, they sallied forth 
from the hqtel, and were vdry soon com-, 
modiously situated ' to talee a commanding 

, view of the particular objects of their noc- 
turnal expedition. 

** Look," continued the Demon, ^^ in- 

' to that elegant little chamber in the up- 
per story of the house immediately oppo- 
site to US'; — you will there See a beautiful * 
young lady, who is not yet asleep, pre- 
paring herself for all the pains or delights 

. TOL. V. K 
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of visionary love, which dreams so oftCA 
afibrd to youthful fancies/' 

'^ If it did not break in upon the system 
of the night," said Don Cleofas, <^ I should 
be glad to have my curiosity gratified, by 
some little history of those studies, which 
are so interesting as to keep her from her 
repose-" 

** You shall be instantly satisfied,** 
answered Asmodeus-; " the history, is af- 
fecting, and, which is more,— it is true; 
— besides, we have time enough, and the 
further we advance into the night, the 
more pleasing pur discoveries will prove ; 
as, according tc) a favourite. poet of old^— 
who was a dreamer also in hife time, — it is 
towards the morning, wh^n the fumes of 
alimentary food are evaporated, that 
dreams become more agreeable, and less 
romantic/' 

** As for Ovid," replied Don Cleofas, 
*^ for he, I presume, is the poet whose 
sentiments -are honoured -with .your allu- 
sion, we will Jeave him and his poetry for 
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the immediate occupation of an objectj 
for whose sake, were I one of his Vlivi* 
nities, I should have no objection what- 
ever to be metamorphosed into the book 
she holds in her hand," 

^^ Without further delay, theni*' saicJ 
Asmodeus, " I shall inform you, th^t the 
envied volume contains the following 
history ; which, being written in an epis- 
tolary form, as* given by a person p^r* 
fectly acquainted wi^h it, to a lady whose 
curiosity was engaged to be minutely sa« 
tisfied on the subject, — I shall relate it in 
the very manner and words in which it is 
written." 
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EFFECTS OF SENSaimY, 

IN A 

LETTER TO A LADY. 
A True Story. 

^ MADAM, 

'^ I RECBiVBD the ho&Mir of yotflr 
letter some days ago ; and the state of my 
ttiind, which your huraaiiity will readily 
conceive, as I trust your goodness will ex- 
cuse, has prevented me from paying an 
immediate attention to it, and a more 
^ready obedience to the commands^ with 
which it honors me. 

" No one is, I believe, — nay, no one 
can be so well qualified as myself to give 
the history of the gentleman, the circum- 
stances of whose life are become so natural 
an object of your humane curiosity ; — as I 
was a witness of, every action, and the 
confidant, I may presume, of every thought 
of it, till our last separation. — Since that 
time^ I must give my relation from the 
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aocount of others, whose authority is, as 
you well know, of the most unquestion- 
able nature. — I shall proceed, therefore^ 
without any further observation, or any 
unnecessary apology, to the little interest- 
ing history which I have your commancjff 
to communicate to you. 

^* Mr, M— 7— was a native of Dub- 
lin, and the natural son of a gentleman of 
very considerable fortune in the kingdon^ 
of Ireland,r-who lived with the mother of 
his child, in every respect as if she had ^ 
been his wife, — and educated the boy as. 
the declared heir of his estate. It so hap- 
pened that my mother was his nurse, and 
he taking a natural affection for his foster- 
brother, I was, on tliat account, sent to 
school with him, and partook of all the 
advantages of his education, — was treated 
in every respect like himself, and never 
quitted him till his last retreat, — for so 
surely, I may be permitted to call it, inta 
the North of England. 

** As it would be not only tedious but 
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superfluous^ as to the principal objects of 
this letter, to relate the events of his 
boyish days, though many of them ,would 
prepare you for those of his succeeding 
years ; I shall only observe, that he was 
roost deservedly the darling of his parents, 
• — and pass on to. that period when it was 
thought proper to give the last finish to 
his education, by dismissing him to the 
tour of Europe. As he loved me with 
the affection of a brother, I wa&, at his 
earnest solicitation, appointed to accom- 
pany him. 

*' He was not quite nineteen years of 

age when he left Ireland, and the period 

allotted for his return, was a short time 

-before he should be of age. We staid 

* ■ 

three or four months in England, in order 
to visit some particular parts of it ; from 
thence we proceeded to Paris, and con- 
tinued our route through Switzerland, &c. 
to Italy, Nor will it be doing Mr. 

M more than justice, by declaring, 

^hat he had hitherto, conducted himself 



IN ENGtANI>. 10$ 

Xvith the i-n'ost consummate prudence, and 
wis the admiration of all who saw him.' — 
In. the common progress of our tour we 
arrived at ■ — , a place from whence 

he may date all the misfortunes of his 
life. 

^ *' A^ young lady of a noble family in 
that city, being to take the veil, our 
curiosity led us to be present at such an 
interesting ceremony ; — and my friend be- 
came instantly, and so deeply enamoured 
of one of the' religious females who assisted 
on the occasion, that he returned home in 
a state of the most pensive depressioq. — 
Every endeavour was used, on my part* 
to dissipate his uneasiness, but in vain.-^ 
Indeed, this strange and unexpected pas- 
sion increased with so much rapidity, and 
to such a degree of violence, that it to- 
tally changed his exterior appearance, arul 
I suffered no common alarms at the ap- 
parent effects it had on his health, — To 
check his feelings, by reasoning upon the 
matter, would have been a fruitless ex- 
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. fa-tion of my <luty, — and to have convinced 
him^ if it had been in my power, that it 
was not within the compass of possibility to 
obtain the object o( his wishes, wpqid only 
have hastened that despair which seemod 
already to threaten him. 

'* I thought it very extraordinary that 
he should have been so violently afiected 
by an object whom he had beheld but 
<Mice, — and in the crowd of a public solem- 
nity, where he could not have seen her but 
in the formalities of devotion, nor have 
heard her voice, but as it aided the choral 
music ; — Nor did I know, for some time, 
, that he had even conversed with her, when 
.her tongue had completed the magic of 
her eyes. But on, this particular occa- 
aion, he for once deceived me ; — for he had 
contrived to see the lady at the gate of 
her convent, and, in a packet of sweet- 
meats which he presented to her, had eii- 
clpsed an ardent declaration of his passion, 
and an offer to risk his life in snatching 
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her from the surrounding walls, and 
uniting himself to her for ever. 

" At this time, I must observe, that 

Mr. M- was every thing that a woman 

of sensibility could wish for in man.-— 
Nor can I wonder, when I recollect what 
he then was, that she could be so easily 
j^rsuaded to listen to his extravagant pro- 
positions. — ^This communication between* 
them had continued for near a month 
without my having been made privy to 
the business. — He sometimes went out 
alone, --but it was always in such an open, 
and undisguised manner, that I could not 
suspect he had any, especially such a diffi« 
cult and dangerous, project in contempla- 
tion. 

. <* At length, however, he thought pro- 
per to inform me of his proceedings ;— 
and, as we were one evening taking the 
air in his coach, after enlarging a great 
deal, and in a very affecting manner, on 
the force of his passion, he proceeded to 
acquaint me with the success it had met 

K 3 
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with, and the promises he had made.— 
He then, in an altered, and very deter* 
mined tone of voice, declared the rescdu- 
tiou he had taken to risk every thing in 
fulfilling his engagements. 

** I was in reality so astonished and 
confounded at this declaration^ as to be 
rendered wholly incapable of giving him 
an immediate answer ; — and before I could 
recover myself, to enter upon the duty of 
remonstrance, he said, in a manner the 
most affecting that can be conceived,^— 
* We were nourished at the same breast, 
— our wishes, our desires, and our 
tempers have hitherto been the same ;— 
and our mutual happiness has thus far 
been our mutual care ; — by these, and by 
a brother's love,' added he, throwing his 
arms about my neck, ^ I conjure you to 
aid me in attaining this great object of 
my heart,'^— without which, in the prime of 
his days, the life of your friend will be cut 
short by despair.' — When he was a little 
recovered from the violence of his grief, he 
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informed nae of his design to carry off the 
Wy, who was of a noble family, from her 
mohasticprison, either by force or strata-, 
gem^ and to marry her the moment she was 
removed to a place of security. 

" To represent to hira the danger of 
the undertaking, was tQ tell him of a 
shadow ; and to have expressed my honest 
feelings without reserve, would have been 
to separate myself from him, At one 
time I thought ♦of going to the British 
Minister^ to consult him upon the busi«^ 
ness;'^at another, I was determined to 
amuse him with hopes, and;,. deceive him 
into protracting the h.qsinelis, . till I qould 
make his father acquainted wjth it* I had 
it in contemplation, alsc^ to convey a 
secret intelligence of what was going for- 
ward to the abbess of the Gonvent.5^1 had 
even determined to oppose mysdl^to the 
{K'Qsecution of this strange project, and 
boldly stand between my friend afnd the 
folly of. undertaking the vain' and hazardr 
Qus enterprize, which he so fondly medi^ 
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taled.*— In short, there was no practicable 
scheme of opposition which I did nofc» 
at times, adopt, — and they all ended in 
my promising to engage in his dea^n ;— « 
and to assist him in carrying off his priz^, 
or to share his fate. , 

*' Without entering into the particular 
reasons which might or might not, in 
your o^nion, justify my conduct,— I shall 
proceed, Madam, to inform you, that I 
was now admitted to attend my friend to 
the grate of the convent, where I saw 
the loveliest woman my eyes had ever be* 
held. To*all thesch^es, however, which 
were ooi^tinually 'uri^ed by us^ she made 
such insurmfountd^Ie oh^ections, that I 
began to b^Iie^, and' in my oool mo* 
ments to hope, that the whde would end 
in a fiuiitlei^s attempt and oertain disap- 
pointObcnt.r^One day, however; I found 
Margueritar-^for that was the lady^s name, 
-—waiting at the gtate with unusual impa** 
tience : — ^ Have '• cbarage/ said^ she^/ ^ at 
soon as I approached IW, ^ aqdemmio^ 
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tfaer sun is set, we shall be far from danger* 
-^r have won,* continued she, hastily^ 
^ certain faithful persons to my interest^ 
who have undertaken to fadlitdte my escape, 
and to partake of it : — ^You must^ there- 
fore, be under the garden wall at half an 
hour after midnight, with every thing ne- 
cessary for the flight of us all.' She then 
left me, without waiting for a reply, and I 
returned to communicate these joyful 
tidings to my friend. 

*^ No time, as may be naturally sup- 
posed, was lost in making preparations; 
and at the appointed hour, we arrived 
at otur destination, with a couple of ser- 
vants well armed, and the necessary ap* 
paratus for a speedy journey. We had, 
indeed, scarce taken our station, when a 
letter was thrown over the wall and fell at 
my feet:-^! bad already opened it, and 
was endeavouring to examine its contents 
by the light of ^the moon, when one of the 
servants came tn great baste to inform us^ 
that he had observed two persons^ com-* 
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pletely armed, who were waiting, at a 
small distance from the place where we 
stood.— I had scarce time to fold up the 
paper and put it in my pocket, when the 
enemy appeared ; and, after a few previ- 
ous questions, which were haughtily pro- 
posed, and as haughtily answered, a very 
spirited combat ensued, in which we were 
victorious, and left Our opponents, to all 
appearance, in the last struggles of depart- 
ing life. — The groans of the dying per- 
sons, which we apprehended must .soon 
alarm the convent, determined us to re- 
tire. 

*' On our return home, Mr. M— — — 
instantly fe^U senseless on the floor, which 
filled me with apprehensions that he had 
been dangerously wounded in the conflict. 
But on strippi/ig and examining him^ not 
the least hurt of any kind could be dis- 
covered, — It was the severe wound of 
disappointment that had occasioned his 
fainting, from which he was not imme* 
diately recovered, When^ however, hi« 
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senses returned, a flood of tears forced their 
way, and he became shortly al^erwards 
sufBciently composed to converse on our 
distressful situation, and to consider in 
what mode he could renew the design, 
which had been so cruelly frustrated. 

" I now recollected the letter which 
had been thrown to us, and opening it, I 
read as follows : — * Leave this place, and 
speed instantly to Vienna; I will there 
write to you under the title of the Count 
de Sahit Auban. Believe me, I am rer 
solved to be your's or to .perish in the 
attempt/ — The billet was not in the hand«» 
writing of Marguerita, — but that circum* 
stance did not lead us to doubt, for a 
moment, of its having been written by her 
command. 

/* Mr. M 9 therefore, set out the 

following day for Vienna, and I remained 
for a short time after him, as well to avoid 
suspicion, as to learn the consequences of 
our rencontre. Nothing, however^ tran- 
{»pired, — so th»t in a few days I set out 
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also for Germany, and arrived at our des- 
tination almost as soon as my friend, — 
who had travelled very slowly," both from 
languor^ of body and sorrow of heart. 

" The first week after our arrival passed 
away, from the novelty of the place, in 
some degree of comparative satisfaction ; 
the second, however, was very unplea- 
sant indeed, and the third almost intro- 
lerable; and Mr. M had deter- 
mined, if he did not receive a letter from 
Italy, when the month was elapsed, to 
satisfy his impajtience by .returning thi- 
ther without any further delay. — The 
long and dnxiously-expected epistle, how- 
ever, arrived just in time to save us such 
a mortifying jouriiey. — It was big with 
expressions of the most faithful affection, 
and gave the delightful hopes that we 
might soon behold the lovely writer of 
it. — ^This circumstance gave us new life, 
and three succeeding weeks brought the 
same encouraging assurances. 

*' My friend was now rendered capable 



of some recreation and enjoy menft, . and 
we frequently mingled ia the pleasoreii 
and societies of the place where we re- 
skied. But nothing happened of paiticu- 
kr occurrence, or at least of consequence 
enough to justify its insertion in this let- 
ter, till one afteraoon, as we were walking 
upon the ramparts, we observed a young 
man, of genteel appearance, and a most 
pleasing countenance, who had fallen asleep 
beneath a tree, with a written paper un- 
folded in his hand. — ^While we were con- 
leiDpIating him, he awoke, and immedi- 
utely arose in much apparent confusion; 
m^hich, however, was immediately dissi- 
pated when we assured him, that the li- 
berty we had taken was not accompanied 
mrith any curiosity that he could disap- 
prove, — and that our eyes had never 
glanced towards the contents of a paper, , 
in whose perusal, we presumed, he 
had sunk into that slumber which had 
been innocently interrupted by us.-^He 
immediately embraced us both,— desired 
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our acquaintance in the most obliging 
manner^ and insisted upon its commencing 
by doing him the favour to sop with him 
that very evening. — We accordingly ac- 
cepted his invitation^ and found him to 
be possessed of every pleasing and elegant 
accomplishment, which distinguishes the 
man of birth and education. 

*f Our new friend was the Count Che- 
neberg, of one of the first families in Sax- 
ony, and was now on his travels by the com- 
mand of his father. — The next day we saw 
him again, and such an intimacy took place 
between us that we were seldom separate, 
• — though an event happened which had 
well nigh occasioned a very fatal interrup- 
tion to it. 

*' About ten days after our first ac- 
quaintance, I had been at the post, and 
found a letter from Italy, which I delivered, 

in his presence, to Mr. M who 

read it with emotions of rapture ; while 
. the other turned pale, as he cast his eyes 
. towards it— ^' I have,' said he, sighing. 
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expected such a letter as that irom Italy, 
for some time past, but have not been so 

fortunate as to receive it/ * This/ 

replied Mr. M: — , 'came from that 

quarter; and I wish you had just such 
an one/ * Does it indeed !* said the 
Count. * Yes it does,' answered the 
other ; — * there it is, — read it, and par- 
take the happiness of your friend.' — No 
iBOoner had he seen the characters that 
composed it, than, lifting up his eyes to 
Heaven, and uttering some horHd and 
passionate expressions on the perfidy of 
women, he returned the letter, and, with a 
few broken apologies, left the room. — We 
were much surprised at his conduct, but ' 
the hope of soon beholding Marguerita 
turned our thoughts and reflections from _ 
evei;y other object. 

"The following morning the Count 
C2tme to us, while we were at breakfast ;: — 
his looks were those of a man who had 
suffered the most severe anxi^tyj and they 
told the truth. After a short apology for 
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the abruptness of his departure the pre- 
ceding night, he informed us that he was 
inviolably attached to a lady, in a convent 

at — — ; and that, in attempting to 

carry her off, he had been attacked by 
Bome of her relations^ by whom he was 
wounded and left senseless on the spot ; — 
but recovering soon after, — as the imm^ 
diate loss of blood was the only material 
inconvenience he suffered, — he heard a 
voice command him to go immediately to 
Vienna, where he should receive instruo- 
tions concerning his future conduct.— 
^ Now, Sir,' added he, addressing him- 
self to Mr. M , «the letter which 

you received last i^ight, was written by 
the hand of one who has penned ias ten- 
der declarations of love and constancy to 
me, as she has done to you, and if 

her name should be Celestina' * Stop 

your threats,' replied my friend, who 
now began to recover from /the trouble 
which the Count's discourse had occa- 
sioned,' — * stop your threats/ said he, * as 
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(bejr are very Ainpleasant for a mad of 
spirit to hear^-^and oftentitDes awaken 
a spirit of resentment which bars all 
pMof that they were liot deserved :«— -Be at 
rest, her name is Marguerita : — I am 
not your rival, — ami the singularity o^ 
our fetes should confirm our friendsh^* 
My affections are rivetted with a £:>rce 
equal to your's^ and I was prevented like 
you^ from possessing, at this moment, 
the ' object of them ; but my arm was 
more fortunate than your*s^ — and for 
ever prevented my opponent from again 
interrupting the happiness of lovers/ 
^Alas, alas I' said the Count, embracing 
him^ ^ we have only to join in cursing our 
unpropitious stars. It was I myself who 
felt the force of that arm which now 
embraces me> and had we then known 
each other^ we should now have been most 
happy.' 

"Without attempting to describe the 
scene which the eclaircissement produced, 
I shall pass on to a future day df no 
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great distance, when a billet arrived from 
the same person who had written all the 
letters in question^ desiring us to fly im- 
mediatdy to the hotel where she was just 
arrived. 

" Wings would not have been swift 
enough to have carried us thither; we 
arrived breathless, and the moment Mr. 

M entered the chamber to which 

we have been conducted, he found himself, 
as he thought, in the arms of Marguerita. 
At this moment the Count, who had fol- 
lowed us, entered the room also, and saw 
my friend half dead in the arms of Celes* 
tina. — * This is perfidy,' said he, drawing 
his sword, * which merits instant punish* 
ment,' — and shall find it. — I fortunately 
seized his arm, ot they would both have 
become the immediate victims of his mis- 
taken rage. 

"By this time Mr. M had 

started back from Celestina, and she from 
him, — and the confusion of all was not 
easily to be described, till Margiierita, pre- 
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senting herself from a cabinet, without the 
least expectation of meeting us, ran for- 
ward to dissipate it. — In a short time, 
therefore, all was perfect satisfaction, and 
I had the pleasure of seeing an end to sus- 
pense and danger, in the long-wished for 
meeting of these ardent lovers. 

'^ The evening was passed in relating all 
the difficulties which had attended the 
escape of these lovely fugitives, and were 
the cause of that jealousy which had dis- 
turbed us before their arrival. — The letter 
which I have already mentioned to have 
been thrown from the wall, was intended 
for the Count, as were all the succeeding 
ones that arrived from the same quarter 
at Vienna ; but it may be easily imagined, 
that in such a similarity of circumstances, 
the sentiments they contained were equally 
applicable to both parties. 

*^ The two nuns having been faithful to 
their appointments, had met in the same 
place for the same purpose ; and though 
frustrated in their design, they were, for» 
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tunately, neither discovered, nof even stts- 
pected. — A similarity of situation, natu- 
rally brought on a mutual confidence, and 
that was soon exerted in contriring some 
new method of making their escape. 

" Celesttna had no doubt that her lover 
was at Vienna, and Marguerita flattered 
hfcrself with the certain hope that she should 
find heVs when she was at liberty to make 
enquiries after him, Cdestma, being a 
relation to the Lady Abbes^ and in her 
confidence, was thereby enabled tb execute 
her design without difficulty : Marguerita 
was the companion of her flight, and all 
their trouble and alarms were soon recom- 
paused, by finding the mutual objects of 
them. 

*' The fair runaways being . in need of 
rest, we returned to our lodgings ; and, in 
the morning, while we were waiting to 
receive a summons from them, Marguerita 
came alone in a carriage, and desiring us 
to get into it, she expressed a wish that 
the coachman myght be ordered to tak« 
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iss one of out usual airing,— *Hcr com- 
mands were instantly obeyed,— and being 
arrived at some sm»ll distance from the 
suburbs of the town^ she addressed herself 

to Mr. M— ■ in a very collected 

and determined manner, to the following 
effect ! — 

* I have now given you every proof of 
affection in my power: — I have left my 
family, — my country, — nay, my reputation 
itself for your sake ; — from the same mo- 
tives, I have risqued my life ; — nor do I 
mean to harbour a doubt of your fidelity 
or your honour ;— ^very engagement you 
have made to me I am certain )ou are 
ready to fulfil ; but there yet remains some* 
thing due to myself; — and though I bad 
formed a determination, relative to my 
conduct, between tlie time I »hoa!d see 
you again and that of our firal union, it 
has now been more duly deliberated, and 
the drcumstanoes of it, in icmie degree^ 
changed, from the ^tuoiiou of r*y fn^ ;, 
the companioa of my Hght— -T- , ,> . ^ :,» 

VOL. V. t# 
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continued she^ ' returned immediately 
after you bad all left us, and offered such 
propositions to Celestina, as made me 
tremble, and her desperate.-*— In short, 
he declared, that he could not openly 
marry her without his father^ consent, 
and be was certain that could never be 
obtained. — He, therefore, proposed- a 
secret marriage,— ^r a disdain of public 
opinion in living with him, unrestrained 
by nuptial ties. — She reproached bim 
bitterly, and her reproaches went to his 
heart — He loves her, — but should he 
marty her publicly without his father's 
approbation, his ruin is inevitable; and 
he is, at Uus moment, in the cruel sus- 
pense of sacrificing his fortune or his 
love.*— He was, I suppose, fully persuaded, 
when Cefestina had left her convent, that, 
£rotn the strength of her a^otion^ she 
would be weak enough t6 abandon herself 
at once to hisi pleasure ; but neither she 
nor myself broke, through our secular 
engagements, Vifith any other view thaa to 
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an honouraUe establishmenty— an which 
our conduct would prove, to those who 
might become acquainted with our 
history^ — that it was not from a wanton^ 
foolish disposition that we bid adieu to 
a conventual life^ — but the love of liberty, 
associated to the hopes of attaining a soli^ 
and rational happiness. — Be assured Mr. 

M ,' added she, * I do not harbour 

the most distant suspicion of you ; but I ani 
resolved to act myself^ as I have advised 
my friend : — I mean to obtain the con- 
sent of your parents before I marry you; 
nor wiU I set my foot in the dominions of 
Great Britain, till I receive an invitation 
from them, as their intended daughter*^ 
You will, therefore, continue your travels, 
and I will either precede or follow you 
throughout the course of them, — so aar 
never to be at that distance from ycfa 
which may cause you pain, and never to 
be so continually with yon, as to give 
the world any just reason to determine 

un&vourably of me. When you shall 

1-2 
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be called home, I will fix my abode on the 
doast of France, where I shall be equally 
impatient with yourself to receive that com* 
mand from your father^ which will in- 
stantly authorise me to give my hand, 
where* I have most irrevocably given my 
^rt 

", • These/ continued she, ' are my fixed ^ 
determinations, which no human power 
can induce me to change; — and if you 
should once attempt to exert your power 
over my heart in order to turn me from 
them, you shall see me no more. — I have 
secured a little treasure, which will be suf- 
ficient to give me an humble support in 
any part of the world ; — but I would eveh 
return to the convent I have, quitted, with 
all the added rigours of it,— rather than 
hear a repetition of those propositions 
which I should consider as attempts to be- 
tray me, — how dear soever the betrayer 
might be, — I now ask. no protesting reply 
from you ; — your future conduct can alone 
answer me. — While we stay here you will 
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see us every day ; — and when it becomes 
necessary for you to leave this city, I will 
depart, a short time before you, to some 
appointed place upon your route, where we 
may meet again. — At present we will re- 
turn to my disconsolate friend, whom you 
will do well to comfort,-r-as well to influ- 
ence the Count, who is very much attached 
to you, to think of proposing nothing that 
may wound her honour; — but either to 
obtain by some means or 6ther the consent 
of his father to a legitimate union with 
Celestina, or to leave her till that object 
can be fully con>pleted/ 

^^ On concluding this address to Mr. 
M ' , she burst into tears, which 

were accompained by his, — and, I hope, 
not dishonoured by mine. — After a short 
silence, which had 'an equal share of admi-* 
ration and disappointment on the part of 
my friend, — a kind of broken conversation 
took place, which continued till we arrived 
at the hotel, were we found the Count and 
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Cdestma in a situation that called forth all 
our pity. 

** We remained there till midnight^ con- 
triving various schemes for promoting the 
happiness of this unfortunate ""pair — He 
did not, however, think it in the scope of 
possibility to obtain his father'^ consent to 
a legitimate union with Celestina ; — and 
she, with a pride that became her, refused 
to bear a doubtful name, though sanctioned 
by a private marriage. -^It was, therefow, 
at length resolved, that she should remain 
the companion of Marguerita,— that an 
epistolary correspondence should be main** 
tained betvireen her and her lover, — and 
that they must be contented to wait with 
patience, till a kinder fortune should smile 
upon them. 

*^ In a short time after Marguerita left 
Vienna for Berlin, — whither we followed 
her in about a week ; — and, notw^thstand- 
jne: the object which was before us, our 
departure frpni that city was greatly em- 
bittered by our separation ffpm the Count, 
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whose numerous accomplishments^ and 
endearing behaviour, had /i vetted, even 
daring so short an~ acquaintance, o^r sin* 
cerest affection. — From Berlin we pas$ed 
on to Hamburgh, were we were most 
agreeably surprised by the arrival of the 
Count, who, having received intelligence of 
his , fathqr's death> as he was leaving 
Vienna, — did not hesitate a moment to 
take pur route, till he Imcl joined us at the 
former place, — where we saw him united 
to. his lovely Celestina. — Th^ remained 
with us but»a few days, and feft us with 
mutual promises of regard and remem*' 
brance, — The Count would gladly have 
prolonged his stay with us, — but it was 
necessary that he should return home to! 
take possession of the wealth and honours 
of his family. 

<* We did not remain long after our 
friends,~but continued our journey through: 
Holland and the Austrian low countries,' 
till We arrived at Bruges, where it was 
determined Miu:g»erita should betnain ia 
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an English convent^ to learn what she 
imagined was to be the future language 
of her life, — and to wait the summons to 
Ireland, which was to make her the hap- 
piest of women. 

«* It will be needless to prolong my 
narrative with a detail of circumstances, 

9 

which have no peculiar interest to recom- 
mend them; — I shall therefore pass at 
once to our arrival in Ireland.-— We now, 
indeed, draw nigh to that critical period 
which was to give sun-shine or shade to 
the future Kfe of my friend, and such a 
situation afflicted me with the most poignant 
apprehensions. — I was aware, from the 
beginning, of some of the bad efiects, at 
least, which have since happened ; — at the 
same time I was fully convinced, that if 
I opposed the design, however dangerous 
or inconsiderate, he would fall a victim 
to despair. — To preserve him, therefore, 
was my first object, — and I submitted the 
rest to the will of Heaven ; — nor at this 
moment does my conscience reproach me. 
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On our ^rival at Dublin, the old gen- 
tleman's delight was beyond description : 
— Indeed^ nothing could exceed the appear- 
ance of his son, — nor did his talents and 
qualifications belie his exterior figure and 
deportment. — His mother was with diffi- 
culty recovered from the ccstacy of embrac- 
ing her charming boy, as she tenderly 
called him,—- who was now returned, in 
every respect equal to the fondest hopes 
of maternal affection . 

*' As the period now approached when 

Mr. M — would be of age, we all 

went to the family seat, at some distance 
from Dublin, to celebrate it with great 
festivity. — No expense was spared to give 
joy to all who were present, — and the 
festive design had its due effect, I believe, 
upon every heart but that of my friend 
and myself. — He had doubts which be- 
clouded his happiness, and I had fears 
which did not suffer me to enjoy a mo- 
ment's repose. 

" At length, the hurry of rejoicing 

L 3 
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being over, — Mr. M — made known 

to his mother, his situation and engage- 
ment with Marguerita, together with all 
the circumstances of it, and the reso- 
lutions which he had formed respecting 
it, — pressing her in the most earnest man* 
ner to' communicate the whole to his 
father. — That amiable woman used every 
argument which her authority and her 
tenderness could employ, to turn his 
thoughts from the purposed connexion, but 
to no purpose j — she then sent for me,— 
and, after hearing my sentiments on the 
business, she determined to make the old 
gentleman acquainted with it, — >nd to 
exert all her influence in procuring the 
happiness of her son, though she had 
evjery reason to believe it would be in 
vain ; — and she advised me to prepare my 
friend for an immmediate and absolute 
refusal from his father. . 

" This lady possessed a very excellent 
understanding, and well knew that a speedy 
determination, whatever it might prove, 



would at all events be the best; — she 
therefore took the first opportunity to 
inform the elder Mr, M— ■ of every 
crrcumstance relative to his son's passion 
for Marguerita> and the engagements 
which had taken place between them. 

^^ He heard her with frequent changes 
of countenance ;— ^and, when she had told 
her story, desired immediately to Bee my 
ffiend)'-«from whom he received a pepe^ 
tition of it t«'*-On his silent dismission I 
was ordered to attend, and give my account 
of the business; — when I was questioned 
very particularly respecting the chariicteri 
qualifications, and family of poor Mar- 
guerita.- — Having done justice to her apd 
to truth, — the. old gentleman, without 
making a single ot)servation, wished m^ 
a good night, with his usual civility:, and 
quitted the room. — The nt%t mornings 
at a very early hour, he set ^ut fur Dublin, 
and left a writteu-ordtr, that we 4hmild 
remain in tl>e country till We* received 
Hotice to follow him^ 
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*^ After a week of suspense, weteoeived 
the expected summons. — On our arrival 
at his house in Dublin, he bijd us fbUow 
him into his library; — and, after many 
affecting observations, on filial doty, pater- 
nal regard, and domestic obligation, he 
continued his discourse to his son in the 
following manner : — * You cannot be a 
stranger to the many enemies I have made 
^ among my relations, and the continual 
iil usage I have received from them, on 
account of my tenderness for you, — which 
was so great as to determine me to mate 
you my heir in preference to prior claims. 
Since' your absence from me, however^ 
ii proposal has been made, by some of my 
best friends, to unite every part of my 
family to me, without opposing the designs 
I had formed in your favour : — This was 
no less than to marry you to the daughter 
of my nearest relation;— a young lady 
formed to gain the admiration of all who 
see her^ and the love of all who know her; 
— whose heart and band you must hav9 
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considered as a supreme happiness to pos- 
sess, — if your reason had not been so 
strangely perverted by. the fatal preposses- 
sion which has undone you. — I entered 
most gladly into this arrangement, which 
seemed to promise so much happiness to 
us all, — and which had already flattered 
me with the hopes that my latter days 
would glide on in peace : — Nay, to con- 
firm our domestic honour and felicity, — 
I had resolved to lead your mother to the 
altar, — and to suffer her no longer to bear 
a dpbious name, — However, not to do 
any thing in this important business with 
a precipitancy which might savour of pasr 
sion rather than judgment, — I have eon- 
suited those who could and would advise 
me best in the present position of our 
domestic circumstances ; — apd I have found 
the sentiments of niy friends to be una- 
nimous against indulging you in the mar* 
riage you propose, with a lady of a foreign 
country,-^ speaking only a foreign language^ 
and professing a different religion ; — arul 
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xvh6 ventured' to break the most solemn 
engagements of a sacred profession to 
follow you: — all mankind I think will 
approve my determination not to yield to 
it— Indeed, I might be justly considered 
as wantonly forfeiting my understandings 
as well as my honour, by such a consent : 
—I am therefore seriously and solemnly 
to ask you, — and a&such a business as 
this had better be completed at once, I shall 
not repeat the question, *— whether you 
will banish from your heart a passion which 
dishonours you, or become an alien to 
your father's affections and society, for 



ever ?* 



" After a very violent conflict in him- 
self, that almost deprived him of the power 
of utterance, — my poor, agitated friend 
declared that, — not his heart alone, but 
his honour, was most deeply concerned in 
maintaining, to the utmost of his power, 
the engagements he had made; — that he 
had formed them in the face of heaven^— • 
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and that no power on earth should induce 
hhn to recede from them. 

" * Think, young man/ said his father^ 
with tears in his eyes, * what you are 
doing :~I will yet give you time to reflect, 
and save yourself from ruin/ 

" ^ Sir/ replied my friend, * it appeara 
to me, that this will be the last opportu- 
nity I shall ever possess of performing an 
act of personal duty to you ;— I will there- 
fore dignify it by the honest sincerity with 
which I declare, that my life, if it were ne- 
cessary for your happiness, should be most 
readily sacrificed to you ; — but what you 
now require, is not in my power to give. 
Though I should never call Marguerite 
mine, I never will become the husband of 
another^ if even an empire itself were to 
be h6r diarriage portion/ 

" * Then, Sir/ replied the old man, 
* begone; — and see my face no- more/ 

^^ Mr. M — left the room in an 

agony he could scarce sustain ; — and, as I 
was about to follow him, the old gentle* 
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man desired me to call upon him the fol- 
lowing morning, — when he received me 
with calm civility ; and, after reproaching 
me, but not either with rudeness or vio* 
lence of expression^ for having omitted to 
inform him of our proceedings in Italy, he 
said, that as he had educated us like gen- 
tlemen, he should not send us away with- 
out some provision; — he therefore gave 
►me two bonds of annuity, the one of twa 
hundred pounds a year to his son, arid the 
other of half that sum for myself; — 

* and,' added he, ' as ready money may be 
necessary to you both, there is a draft of 
five hundred' pounds on my banker ; — ^and 
I would advise you to shape your course in 
some honourable way, but without even 
thinking any further of me ;. — my resolu- 
tions are fixed, — and I shall know neither of 
you any more. This event,* continued he, 

• seems to-be the work of Heaven, ta turn 
my thoughts tp my legitimate relations, 
instead of sacrificing theiti, as I have so 
long done^ to an idle, JUegitimate passioisu* 
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I thanked him in the moBt respectful man- 
ner for all favours^ and took my leave. 

** We were now arrived at that crisis to 
which my apprehensions had been so long 
directed : — but this was not all ; — my poor 
friend was to undergo another shock, in the 
loss of his mother. She had long been in 
a very declining state of healthy and seem- 
ed only to wait this blow to get rid of all 
her cares at once in the grave. She con- 
cluded her dying address to her son with 
telling him> that he must .cherish no hopes 
of the, kast^ return of his father's afiec- 
tion, but by a total disavowal of his pre- 
sent resolutions : — ^ I shall not pretend to 
advise you/ said she, ' in a matter wherein 
you must be the judge for yourself. Hea- 
ven, my dear boy, has, perhaps^ ordered 
these things for the best. — My last coun- 
49els, however, are, to submit to the diinne 
will, and to preserve your integrity in spite 
of every trial and temptation. I have no- 
thing more to wish you/ continued she, 
^ but my patience, nor to give you, but 
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my blessing/ Then rising herself to etn^ 
brace him^ her strength failed her,— ai|d, 
sinking down upon her pillow, she dosed 
her eyes for ever. She bequeathed what'- 
ever she possessed to her son, which might 
have been very considerable, if she had 
ever supposed the possibility of the event 
whith had shortened her days ;-'^but^ as it 
happened, all her effects amounted to little 
more than a thousand pounds. 

" The letters which Mr- M— — had 
written to Flanders, previous to this pe- 
riod, wei*e balculated to quiet Marguerita's 
doubts on the prolonged delay of bis re- 
turning to her ; but it now became abso^ 
lately neeessaiy : to. inform her of every 
circumstance that had happened, without 
reserve, and I undertook the unpleasing 
task. I accordingly wrote an exact state 
of niy friend's situation, with-^n offer, on 
his part, to be united to her^ and^ retire to 
any part of the worid she might chuse,— *^ 
where they might. find those riches in mu- 
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taal love and affection, which fortune had 
denied them. 

" A considerable time elapsed before an 
answer arrived from Marguerita; — who, 
after expressing the deepest affliction at 
having been the cause of my friend's rUin^ 
' there remained,' she said, * but one step 
to be taken on her part, vihich she had 
already done,' and referred him to the en- 
closed letter for an explanation of her 
conduct. 

To Mr, M , THE E&DER. 

Bruoks. 

<« Sir, 

*^ I HAVE received a letter from 
the friend of your son, informing me of 
the late event which has so much distress- 
ed your family and, yourself.— -I fear that I 
have been the fatal cause of it, and my 
distress is beyond what I can express.-— 
But, light and trifling as my character 
may appear tO you, — I can command my 
inclinations to submit to my duty.— Let 
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your fears, I pray you, with respect to 
me, be at an end— I have undergone 
every fatigue, and run every risk, with a 
view to make the best of men happy. — 
Far from supposing that I should be an 
intruder upon any family, I had expected 
to receive a most honourable welcome 
into your's.— To dissipate at once the 
domestic troubles which I, alas, have inno- 
<^ntly occasioned, — I offer myself a wil- 
ling victim, — and am resolved to forego 
what I have risked my life to obtain, — the 
honour and happiness of being united to 
your son. — Be at ease then ; — let your fears 
of me rest for ever, — and take back your 
offspring to your affections. — It is true, 
I have broken one engagement, — ^and a 
solemn one it was ; — but to repair that 
infidelity, I declare by all that is dear to 
me here, and by all my hopes of here* 
after, that I will never give my hand but 
where heaven has given my heart; and 
that an union with your son; who irrevo^ 
cably possesses it, sRall continue to be 
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opposed by me,^ if you do not command 
it, — if you, yourself, do not wish to possess^ 
a daughter in 

" To Marguebita. 

DUBtlW. 

*• Madam, 

'* I DISCARDED Mr. M — from 

me, for his disobedience to the tenderest 
and best of fathers ; and they who know 
me, will justify my assuming such a title^ 
I had formed a domestic plan, which Was 
to have made me amends for all the sor- 
rows of my past life ; the happiness and 
honour of that unfortunate young man, 
whom I once called my son, were to be 
the foundation of it,^-->and he has boldly 
refused to take his share in it. — I have, 
therefore, thrown him from me, — and his 
offence, Madam, is much increased, in 
my opinion, by his having deceived so 
excellent a person as you appear to be. 

^' Though it will never be your lot to 
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call me father, your generosity of senti* 
ment entitles you to that of friend ; and I 
give you a right to command my best ser- 
vicer If, by chance, you should not have 
provided against the present disappoint- 
ment, you have only to make known your 
wants to me, and I shall be most happy to 
supply them to the utmost, now and at all 
times. I shaU. wait your commands, and 

^^ Your most faithful humble servant, 

« A. M- J* 

" My poor friend's history now ap- 
proaches to a conclusion.— 'As he was 
fully convinced that it wonW be impossible 
to bend Marguerite to his wishes, — ^and, 
under the impressiofts of such a conviction, 
oot being able to endure solitude,, be 
determined to vmt England, BXid see what 
chance would o^r him there. 

_".We had not been long in London, 
whdn, one morning at breakfast, I read an 
advertisement in a newspaper, wherein the 
person- offering his services proposed him- 
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sdtf in such a variety of cbaraoters^ as to 
become a matt^ not, only, of our cpuver* 
sation but curiosity^-~In shorty I proposed^ 
by way of any thiDg that could, amuse 
my naelancholy friend^ to go in search of 
this extraordinary person, wbo poss^essed 
universal qualifications, at)d was sp satisfied 
witb them, ^ to venture oa aniKmncing 
them to the world* 

^' After some enquiry, we discovered it 
to be one of those advertisements which 
are inserted in the public pc^rjai by people 
who think their wit and their money well 
employed in this, kind of imposition. The 
printer told us that several persons had sent 
to him in consequence of it,--^and among 
the rest, shewed us a note, wherein it was 
stated, that a gentleman residing in the 
North of England, wanted an house-atew« 
ard, and if the advertising person possessed . 
only a part of tbei*<|ualificationp he profes- 
sed, with the necei^Aary certificates of cha* 
racfcer,. he would seriously find a very com- 
i^rtabie sitaiation ;-Hbut that, as the family 
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were going cut of town, in a very few 
days, the application must be immediate, 
according to the address there given. 

*• We now continued our walk to Ken- 
sington Gardens, where Mr. M ■ 
became unusually thoughtful and silent; 
and, after some time, he surprised me, by 
the communication of his design to pre- 
sent himself as the advertising person to 
the North-country family, who had made 
inquiries after him. — He observed that the 
quiet of a country life, — the novelty of 
the scene, — the business of his employ- 
ment, and the impossibility of being dis- 
covered, might, perhaps, in some degree, 
tend to dissipate his chagrin ; and that, 
from such a retirement he could emerge, 
at once, and without the least suspicion, 
if fortune should ever ddgn to smiie upon 
hhfn. 

***The project surprised and afl^ted 
me ; — but as I was in a state of continual 
apprehension of some fatal event, from 
iiis growing despondency, I did not oppose 
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a design, which would at least delay, if 
it did not Bnally prevent, the crisis on 
which I had reason to think he had some 
time meditated. 

** He, accordingly, presented himieKT 
the following morning, to a Baronet of 
most respectable character, and large for- 
tune, whose maiden . sister had, i£ seems, 
sent the enquiry Out of a whimsical cu- 
riosily of her own. There was, how* 
ever, a story prepared for the occasion, 

which succeeded; and Sir W. B — 

waited upon me that very afternoon, 
as the person referred to for the truth of 
it.— *In short, the plan succeeded beyond 
my expectation, — and he was so impatient 
to enter upon the 6nal execution of it, 
that he immediately consigned every thing 
of value to my care, with a power of 
Attorney to receive his annuity ; — and hav- 
ing, in a very short conversation, arranged 
the business of our future correspondence^ 

Vol* V, M 
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we embraced with tears^ and I never saw 
him again. 

, " The rest of this unhappy gentleman's 
history must, therefore, be related by me, 
as I have received it from Sir W . 

B : — 's sister ; and the words of whose 

letter I shall beg leave to employ for that 
purpose. 

# # * # c« Prom the very beginning of his 
entering in Sir W ■ .. -^ s service, he gave 
the most complete satisfaction.-:— The par- 
ticular duties of his employment Jie dis- 
charged with equal corriectnes^, diligence, 
and integrity :— But he did pot stop there ; 
< — no office in the family was rejected by 
him,, when he was not particplarly en- 
gaged in his own.— He has been known 
very frequently to run .tp the, stable and 
saddle the horses when the gropm was 
out of the way ; npr is there ^ pienial 
servant in the house, who has^ not been 
continually indebted to hipi^ In the sanie 
manner,, and for equal assistance. 

^^ He was a very good mechanic, — and 
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fleveral littlje machines and contrlvancefl 
madeby hiro, for the service of the house 
and gardens, entitle him to that charac- 
ter. But his genius appeared to be. par* 
ticularly directed towards gardening, and 
the ornamental disposition of grounds.^ 
Indeed^ it has appeared, since the (death of 
Jenkins, for that . was the name he had 
adopted, that the great credit Sir Wil* 
liam'^ head gardener bad acquired in the 
country, for skill and, taste in his profes* 
sion, was entirely owing to the advice and 
assistance of his fellow- seryant. In shortj 
he was the leading, but secret, spring of all 
order and propriety in the family ; and 
every servant in it seems * to be going 
wrong, — ^to use their ,own phrase, — for 
want of Mr. Jenkins. 

** His master. Sir W >, had si-^ 

l^ntly observed his conduct with much ap- 
probation and esteem ; nor was it long be- 
fore be was convinced, in his own mind, 
that, he was a gentleman, and of nd ordi-^ 

M2 
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nary rank and education. — Such an idea 
was very painFul, as may be supposed, to 
a man of his master s character ; at the 
isame time. Sir William was very much 
perplexed concerning the manner in which 
he ought ta conduct himself on the occa- 
sion. — ^To deliver his opinion abruptly to 
Jenkins himself, would be, he thought, to 
break in at once upon the designs of his pre- 
sent sitaation ; which, as there could be 
no reason to suppose they were bad ones, 
would, at all events, have beeif impro- 
per, and perhaps distressing: — He there- 
fore resolved, by degrees, and without 
communicating his desi^ to any one, to 
try i^ he could not obtafn his conifidence. 
I:e accordingly took an opportunity to tell 
him how highly satisfied he was with his 
sep/ice, — made him a present of fifty 
pounds, — raised his wages very considera- 
bly, and assured him that he was his friend^ 
and should be glad of an opportunity to 
realise bis good dispositions towards him. 
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• ** Sir W out-stepped the usual 

formality of his character on the occasion* 
Poor Jenkins saw it^ and received this ex* 
ertion of his niaster*s kindness with tears in 
his eyes, but without sayinga word; — per- 
haps he was not able to utter one. 

^* Soon afterwards he was told that he 
need not wait at table, which he had nU 
ways done when there was company. He 
seemed much affected at the communica- 
tion of this indulgence, but did not avail 
himself of it ! and took his post, as usual, 
behind the chair of his master ; who, sup- 
posing he had not been understood, men- 
tioned it to him again. He then replied, 
*■ that he rather felt it an honour, than a 
' disgrace,^ to keep his public station ;— 

* but,* added he, * even if it were, in any 
' degree, unpleasant to me, I should still, 
^ Sir, beg your permission to continue it, 

* as such a change might, perhaps, alter 
^ my situation in the opinion of the ser- 
^ vants, which would be very unpleasant 

* and irksome to me.* Sir William then 
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told him he might do as -he pleased ; and^ 
from that time, made ik> attempt towards 
unravelling the mystery, but determined 
to leave it to itself.. 

" The butler aays, that the sermons he 
used to read in the servants'-hall, on a 
Sunday evening, were manuscripts, and 
the finest he ever heard in his life ; — butoa 
examining his bureau, not a trace of any 
paper writing could be- found. — He had 
also carefully destroyed ,,all his letters ;•— 
one seal aldne in black waj;. vtsii found,— 
the impression of which was a cyphei*, but 
could not be made out.— His little library 
consisted of Thomas k Kempis, a small 
London dispensatory, Euclid's Elements, 
a Treatise on Mensuration, a Volume of 
Architecture! Sanadon's Horace; an. Irish 
Edition of Tristram Shaqdy, Pope> edition 
of Shakspeare,. a Milton's Paradise IvQSt; 
Thomson's Seasons, a Treatise pn Botany, 
Eousseaus Heloise, and. Addison's Catp, 
with several Dictionaries. In .a large 
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pocket-book were also found bank-notes 
to the amount of five hundred and eighty 
pounds ; and his trunk^contained a large 
quantity of linen apparel of every kind. 

*' He was found dead in an arm-ehair, 
the ball having passed through his head,: 
and the pistol fallen on %he floor ; another 

readv^ charor*><^ i^oc i>iooittrl nn the table be- 
side him. — It is very extraordinary that 

not a person in the house heard the repart, 
though the unhappy man did not take any 
precautiqns on the occasion, — for the house- 
maid found the door of his chamber wide 
open ; and the deed was done at noon-day. 
He had received a letter a very few days 
before his death, but he was not observed 
to have been affected by it. — It was the 
last day of the month, when he was used ty 
bring his accounts to be settled by his 
roaster. This he had done with his usual 
accuracy and attention, when he immedi- 
ately retired to his chamber, and put an 
end to his life. He is regretted, as he 
was beloved, by all the family, with an 
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cuifeigneil sincerity, but by none more 
than the paster of it.** * ♦ * * 

'• As for my own part, I seldom heard 
from him, during the nine years he lived 
in this situation, but when he enclosed a 
letter for Marguerita ; and I very seldom 
wrote to him, but when I had some ti- 

ferent periods in Ireland, to learn if there 
was any prospect of a change in his fa- 
tliers disposition, but I could never make 
any discovery that afforded , me the least 
hopes of such a dcsirablcevent. 

" In all the letters, however, which he 
did write to me, he never failed to mention 
his moft respectful sen I i men ts of the family 
with whom he resided ; and has often ex- 
pressed his regret that fortune had ever 
raised him to an higher station than that 
which he posses:'ed. — In the last letter my 
poor unfortunate friend wrote to me^ and 
wherein his despondency seemed to be 
greatly increased, he as'!>ured me that he. 
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should not have lived so long, but in gra- 
titude to every part of the excellent fa- 
mily whom he served. This sentiment 
might still have preserved him, had not 
Marguerita, worn out, perhaps, with sor- 
row and disappointment, given some hints 
of an intention to retake the veil. 

" As you have commanded me also to 
relate every circumstance relating to these 
unfortunate lovers, and having closed the 
fatal scene of my friend's life^ I shall now 
proceed to inform you of the subsequent 
conduct and allotment of the wretched' 
Margueri'ta; 

** By her particular desire, I made a 
visit tb her at Bruges, and found her as 
complete a mistress ' of the English Ian* 
guage, as if she had. never been instructed 
in any other ;— though it will serve now, 
as she pathetically observed, for no other 
purpose but that of lamenting the fate of 
the tenderest of men^, in the language of 

his country. Hfer form Was much faded, 

• 

but retained a melancholy dignity, more 

M3 
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awful and interesting than t)ie brightest 
flush of beauty. 

" Why, or wherefore, I cannot tell; 
but she appeared, by her questions^ to 
suspect the sad end of her faithful lover. — 
. I was, however, steady to the tale which I 
had framed to deceive her, thinking it 
much better for her to believe that he died 
even of a broken heart than by the fatal 
suggestions of his despair. She insisted 
upon my accepting every thing that Mr. 
M — — had left her, except a watch^ to 
which was hung a picture of his mother^ 
and two portraits of himself, painted at 
different periods of his life, and which ^re 
very striking resemblances of the original, 
together with his travelling library, which 
consisted of the best English authors, fitted 
into a trunk, — These remembrances, she 
$aid, should be the chief companions^ as 
they would be the principal comforts of 
heriife. 

*^ Indeed^ all her conversations upon 
tbis ftubject^-^and, as may be naturally ex- 
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pected, it wai3 the only one that engaged 
us,-^were so*^ lioble and affecting,— so re- 
plete with sentiment and edification, that^ 
during the course of them my cheeks were 
continuaHy wet \Vith the tears of pity and 
admiration.^— The rest ^of her history will* 
be best told by the following letters, which, 
as you have expressed a desire . to have^ 
the most entire communication on thesub* 
ject, are- given you at larg^ and will bC' 
muchi more satisfactory than any .abridge- 
n^ent I could make of Iherp* in which their 
supepi^r ^p\M and sentiment would neces- 
sarily "evaporate. The first is ta-roysdf, 
and is as follows t'—^' 
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^* To MhF-- — — • 

**' My lot, in this life, seems at length- 
to be determined :-;i-HeaVert points ' out 
a road "to nie which I shdllreadily tdke; 
and you, ' I^ doubt not; will : appitove ' of it. 
The messenger has been ^ some time re- 
turned ^fpbrn* Italy, with laniaccount that 
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my brother thinks me dead, and does 
not seem to wish me otherwise. — I am, 
therefore, determined to accept the tender 
and affecting invitation of my dear and 
more fortunate friend^ the Countess of 
Cheneberg, to pass the rest of my days 
wkh her, — and I daily exj ect a con- 
fidential })erson to escort me to her. In 
one of her letters she mentioned a plea- 
sant visit she had made to a monastery^ 
in the neighbourhood of her castle; — and 
who. knows but I, by Heaven^ mercy, 
may there find a pillow' whereon to lay 
my weary head. 

•' I enclose a letter for D|il>lm : — A dn* 
plicate will follow by thie next mail. — I 
have taken this precanttOB, as it is a very 
earnest wish of my heart, that it *maj 
r^ach it^ deptination. The writing it, as 
3;ou may well suppose, cost me many a 
pang ; and he to whom it is addressed, will 
ofter^ find his aged eyes dim with tears as> 
he reeds it.--^I shall leave^this place, I hope> 
ip^ a few days,, and pass on to Dresden^wliere 
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I shall find my friends, who wiH conduct 
me to their Chateau. If yoii are resolved 
to remain in England, I shall see you no 
more : but my wishes and prayers will be 
very frequent for your lasting happiness. — 
I shall write to you from time to time;^ 
and I hope you will shew the same kind* 
ness to me. — The bosom friend of him 
whose image is ever befonet me^^ cannot 
but be d^ar to 

The Letter endmed to Mr. M ■ ^ 

•' Thebe was a time, Sir, when I had 
flattered mysdf with the hopes of address- 
ing you in a more interesting character ; and 
from a much nearer degree of relation 
than cao now subsist between us r — But, 
afasj these hopes are gone to the tomb, 
where your son lies; — they are mingled 
with his day, — they are mouldered with 
his dust. — 1 once expected to have .caHed 
you folher,---and had prepared myself to 
perform the affectionate duties which a 
parent claims from his child ;^— but that 
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expectation has also withered away. — ^The 
decrees of .Heaven are the offspring of 
wisdom, and I submit to them with due 
resignation, journeyingonward, throujgh the, 
rest of my life, forgetting and forgotton,?— 
with my heart in the grave of. my lover, and 
my eye fixed on Heaven, where I iiopQ ere 
long to meet him, 

*' I wish much ta have been spared the.- 
pain of all these bitter recollections, which 
make the tears fall from my cheeks upon^ 
the paper, and deface the imperfect, letters 
which my trembhng hand is at a less tOi 
form.— Alas! the scene, of happipess that 
was once before me ! . and what a sable- 
curtain has been. drawn across itJ— To-be. 
bereft of hope here ;; — to see n^ ray of'^ 
light but what, is beyond the gulphj and 
even that, sometimes rendered, by. the 
weakness of human nature, and the clouda^. 
of human distress, of a dubious ^appear-, 
ance,— is a condition which would force^* 
a sigh from the inpst obdurate he^t^r-^ 
and, I doubt not, will * receive- that proof; 
of compassion from your's. 
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, '* But I must correct myself ;—fbr Uiq 
language of complaint will seem to you to 
be the language ©f reproach ; and I have no 
right, even were I so disposed, to employ it. 
I shall therefore struggle to get from such 
an appearance, — to thank you, Sir, for those, 
kind offers which you have thought pro-: 
per to transmit to me, and which have oc- 
casioned this letter. — I not only thank you 
for them, but acknowledge myself to have 
received great consolation from your prof- 
fered friendship, as it was accompanied 
• . . ... 

with a peculiarity of attentioni.and be- 
stowed in that tender manner, which tells 
me you regret that I am not your daugh- 
ter. — Indeed, indeed, I can say, witUput 
boasting, I deserved that tender name.— 
My affection for your son would have been 
scarcely more than I should. have had for 
his father. — Even in the article of py re- 
ligion, ^f it had found the shadow of an 
objection, I had brought myself to be sub- 
xpissive ;— believing, as I do, that the great 
Being wjio governs the world, when he 
casts his eye over the inhabitants of it, 
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beholds only the good and the evil ; smd 
receives the sacrifices of the pious heart, 
in the temples of every religion, and from 
every corner of the earths 

*< But I am sinking once more into those 
sentiments which are too affectiiig fbr me 
to write, and cannot be pleasing to you 
to read : — I shall theriefore again thank you 
for your kind offers of service; and, to 
convince you I do not refuse your friend- 
ship from any motives of pridfe or re*- 
sentment, I shall beg Teave to acquaint 
you with some part of my history, of 
which it is not possible that you can have 
received any informatioa^ 

** 1 had the misfortune to lose my fa- 
ther when I was in my cradle : — Heaven> 
however, in its mercy, had given me a 
mother, whose care and afi^tion prevented 
me from feeling the want of' another pa- 
rent ; — but before I had attained my six- 
teenth year. Heaven withdrew its mercy 
in taking her also from me. — ^The day 
before that on vyhich she expired^ my dying 
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parent called me to her bed-sicfe, and hav- 
ing told me she was near her end, with her 
blessing she gave me a paper, and charged 
me to preserve it with the greatest care. — 
* That !«,• said she, « an inventory of jewels 
and other effecfB #o -• --*jr considerable 
vaiae, which I have deposited in the hands 
of a person whose integrity I have often 
proved, for your use; annexed to the 
inventory you will find his acknowledge 
ment of being the guardian of them.— 
I have made this desposit, my child,' con^ 
tinued she, ' because I well know it is 
your brollier s design, from very interest* 
ed motives on his part, to propose your 
taking the veil. — Situated as he is, you 
will not be able to oppose his pleasure, 
but by flying to another kitigdom, where 
what I have given you will be sufficient to 
support you in ease and comfort. My 
teuder affection has suggested this plan 
for your happiness; and I obeyed the 
impulse, leaving you to your own discre- 
tion as to the manner in which you may 
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avail yourself of it. — I have only to 
command you never to disgrace the name 
you bear ; — to let your conscience be y oilr 
guide; — and to remember, with tender* 
ness, your affectionat* mother/ — These 
sentiments ana «»tf^i i^c.n.„c «he continued 
to repeat to the last moment ; — when, cal- 
ling, with all the energy of expiring nature, 
upon Heaven to bless me, she sunk into 
the arms of death. * 

** My brother soon confirmed my mo- 
ther's dying declaration;-— and so well did 
he pursue his measures, that I could not 
avoid taking the veil:, — But when my lips 
uttered that vow which was to separate me 
from the world, my heart protested against 
it, and I resolved tor watch for any oppor* 
tunity of making my escape ; andj as you 
know, Sir, I fulfilled that resolution. — '< 
My secret fortune was in the hands of a. 
feithful friend, from wham I have- re- 
ceived it ; — the greater part has been con- 
verted into money and placed m the 
bank of Vienna, where it produced an in-* 
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come far superior to my wants ;—r the rest, 
consisting of some valuable jewels, I have 
kept Hr jny possession for fear of the worst ; 

aod Uicy will jxgyt acrvc. ac a small tribute 

of my. gratitude to those friends, beneath 
whose roof I . am to find an hospitable 
shelter during the short remains of my 
life. 

*' You are now, I hope, Sir, convinced, 
that it would be superfluous in me ^to 
receive your offers of friendship ; — for 
which, however, I most sincerely thank* 
you again and again, — After all, tty heart 
does not reJ)roach me ;— -and the manner 
ill which I :haye conducted hiyaelf, since > 
my escape from the convent, will bear wit-r 
ness that I did not leave it from motives 
<Jisgraceful to me. — It was a stepi I had al- 
wa^p . determined to take: — It was not,: 
therefore,' al very difficult t^$k for your 
all-accomplished son, who might have 
relaxed the 6rmest vows, to loose such fee* 
ble* ones as mine. — However, in executing! , 
such a design, which is by some thought; 
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unchaste, even in the contemplation, I 
was resolved not to bring any real disgrace 
upon myself, or involve the objecl^Jf my 

afiections in »ny famtlj <ii#trcea. I deter* 

mined, therefore, to act in such a manner, 
previous to our union, a& to induce his 
friends to believe me worthy of it, and I 
had not the least doubt but I ^should be 
received by them with joy and welcome. 

*' fiut when I was made acquainted 
with the real state of Mr. M *s situ- 
ation, and your fixed resolutions con- 
cerning him, I sent you a written promise, 
which I flattered myself would have recon- 
ciled him to you ; — and this promise I 
never broke, though we had the means of 
living comfortably and honourably toge- 
ther without your assistance. — I now, 
indeed, repent me of my fidelity to that 
engagement; — as I little thought you would 
have sufiered him to be a miserable wan- 
derer, — and to die at last of a broken 
Imirt. — I made the greatest sacrifice in my 
power,— and, though the victim was ao 



IX fiKGLAlTD. %6l 

cepted, the condition of the offering was 
not fulfilled. — I submitted to a rigid, in- 
jBexible duty^ and am bowed down beneath 
it. . 

*' After all;— to prove that I do not he- 
sitate to be obliged by you>-— I request the 
favour, and I shall consider it as the great- 
est you can bestow upon me, to transfer 
3^our designs of kindness to me, to your 
poor son's faithful and unparalleled friend, 

Mr. F . L have set you an example, 

in giving him what your son bequeathed to 
me. — lie passed the prime of his years in 
being his companion and his counsellor, — 
his nurse and his friend : — For his sake he 
neglected those means of securing to him- 
self that support which his abilities and 
industry would have obtained in any part 
of the globe, — I will bear record to a fide- 
lity and honour in him, of which, I fear, 
there ara few examples. — Cherish him I 
\>eseech you:-^let him not languish with- 
out an honourable protection : — ^To pre- 
serve such a naan from penury is not sufii* 
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tietit ; — ^he should fldurish in comfort and 
independehce. — I ask it of you; — ^thc 
Bhade of your son speaks by me ; — arid an 
acquiescence with this demand will sooth 
us both.-i—lt ifii the only request I have 
made to yoUy and it will be the l^t. 

•* I bid you, JSir, farewell — My en* 
feebled hand, and exhausted spirits, com- 
mand me to it.— If I Could have supposed 
it possible that I iShould ever write to you 
again, this letter* would not have been 
extended to its present length ; — but,, as 
that will not be, — do not be offended, I 
beseech you, that I linger on a subject so 
dear to me. 

" Once more I bid you adieu ! — My 
wishes have been so unsuccessful for my 
self, th4t I know not how to offer them to 
you ;^-but my prayers, which, I trust, 
have sometimes b^en heard, ' shall remem- 
berydu; — and Heaven \ii\l not '^reject 
them, bedause they proceed from a broken 
heart 

One half of me is no more : — Yet a 
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little while, and the expectii^ grave shall 
have the rest of its prey. — Speed on your 
wing, reluctant time, — and hasten the hour 
which shall for ever dose the eyes of 

" Marguerita.** 



From the Count ■ » to Mr. F- 



• ^*Ckenelerg'CastU; 

'^ My dear Friend, 

^* The subject of this letter will, I 
believe, very much affect you ; the enclo- 
sed paper, which is addressed to you, con^ 
tains the last farewel of our dear Marguerita* 
^^ Soon after his arrival at this place^ 
though she was always tranquil, and some- 
times cheerful, she now and then gave to- 
Is:ens of a wandering mind that very much 
alarmed us. — ^This, however, happened 
but seldom, and in such a manner, as not 
to be visible to any but ourselves.*-*-^ 
Indeed^ she had a^nsented to accompany 
us to Dresden during ttie winter^ v(lii/tr% 
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we hoped that society, amusements, and 
time, might unite in restoring this charm- 
ing woman to happiness and herself. — But 
matters soon took a very unfavourable turn 
with her, from a casual circumstance 
which could not be foreseen. This was 
the arrival of an old servant of Mr. M — 's, 
who being a native of this country, . and 
having saved a sufficient sum of money to 
maintain him comfortably during the rest 
of his days, had retired from the service of 
his master in Ireland, in order to pass his 
old age where he had passed his youth, 

and to die whei e he was born. Mr. M 

took tliis op[)ortunity of sendirg an en- 
quiring message to Marguerita, and to 
accompany it with a small chrystal heart, 
enriched with diamonds, whfch enclosed a 
small lock of the hair of his dear and la- 
mented son. 

** This event, as you, will suppose, did 
not fail to have an evident effect upon 
her. — But my apprehensions were beyond 
all bounds, when I understood that the 
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oM servant, in his frequent conversations 
with her, had ighorantly informed her of 
^ every particular that aggravated the. fatal 
catastrophe which had hitherto been so 
carefully concealed from her. — Nothing, 
however, of that violence and disorder 
which I expected, arose on this unfortu- 
nate intelligence. — Not a tear was seen on 
her cheek in consequence of it : on the 
contrary, it produced at once a grave, de- 
cisive, and irrevocable determination to 
enter into a convent of nuns, at about 
half a day's journey from hence, whose or- 
d^ is remarkable for the austerity of its 
discipline. We soon found that any op- 
position to this final plan of her life would 
be in vain ; and we, therefore, submitted 
to it with reluctant sorrow. The motives 
to this resolution you will find very strongly 
urgofl jn the enclosed letter, addressed to 
yourself.^ 

^^ She has rewardeH the servant with a 
liberality which we do not think his intel- 
ligence deserved. Our poor friend's watch 
Vol. V. N 
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and pictures she has desired may be trans- 
mitted to you ; and her diamonds she has 
presented tp the Countess. The larger 
share of her money she h^s given to the 
corvvent ; and, after having ordered another 
part of it to be distributed in pious uses, 
she has bequeathed, for I must call it so^ 
the residue to yourself. 

*' She reserved nothing but the chrys- 
tal heart, w^hich she fastened to a small 
cord, with her own hands, and suspending 
it from her neck, declared it should accom- 
pany her to the grave. 

" We attended her a few days ago to the 
convent, where she immediately entered 
upon the novitiate, and we embraced her 
for the last time ; as she desired, pn no 
account whatever, to let her see us, or, 
indeed, hear from us any more. 

" This affecting business has greatly 
disarranged us. Our usual tranquillity, 
however, begins, at , length, to dawn 
and we trust and pray that this admi- 
rable, but luckless woman, may find a 
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consolation in the austere duties of reli- 
gion, which she could not be made to be- 
lieye that the society pf the world and the 
attentions of friendship would afford her. 

^' We shall, of course, have the pleasure 
of hearing from you, &c ,&c. 

*' Count Cheneberg.** 

Tfte last Letter of Marguerita. 

To Mr. F . 

*' You deceived me, and I thank you 
for the deception ; it was suggested by 
humanity: — but lam now instructed that 

Mr. M died by his own hand.— 

I, alas, am the chief cause of this horrid 
act, — ^nd Heaven has made it known to 
jne, that my future sufferings might expi- 
ate his offence and my own. 

' *^ When you receive this letter I shall 
te enduring every rigour that religion will 
allow me to suffer ;— I shall already be an 
inhabitant of that cloister, whose hollow 
arches resound with the groans of dissatis- 

N 2 
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fied repentance.-^I have left some remem- 
brances which will bfe grateful to you, — 
though such a faithful heart as yours, 
wants no aid to enliven the feelings of 
virtue. — I received the account of your 
comforts with the sinccrest satisfaction. — 
Tell my father, for I shall, for once, call 
him mine, that I thank him for it, — and 
that I bend me down with gratitude for 
the last paternal gift he made me, and 
which has proved my salvation.- It has 
accompanied me to that cell which now 
encloses me. — It will there add bitterness 
to my tears, — force to my groans, and 
sharpness to the stripe. — If the virtues and 
sufferings of our poor friend's life are not 
sufficient to atone for the last act of it, I 
trust that the rigours to which I devote 
myself, for his sake, will, in tim,e, satisfy' 
divine justice. It is that hope which ani- 
mates my zeal, — will lead me to the mid* 
night orisons, and direct the scourge, which 
ere your eyes shall meet this paper, will 
have been often v^et with my blood. 
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** May every happiness and comfort 
accompany you through the remaining 
part of your life : — My last prayers in this 
world will be for those who have loved 
him and me : — But when the gates, which 
are now full in my view, are once closed 
upon me, I shall see them no more; — they 
will be no more to me, — a trembling vie- 
tim to appease the wrath of Heaveu.— As 
to the world, I shall soon have left it for 
ever. — I am, as as it were, already on the 
threshold of death. You may soon con- 
sider me as an inhabitant of the* grave, — as 
the food of worms 

^^ Accept then, my last adieu. — When 
you reqeive this letter, — as far as relates to 
human intercourse, — nought will remain 
•of 

** Marguerita.% 

'* Thus, Mad^m, I have obeyed your 
commands, and brought this affecting lit- 
tle history to its conclusion, in the TdcsI ^ 
inanner in my power, — Indeed, when I 
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consider the sufferings of persons of such 
superior excellence to myself, I know not 
how to be satisfied with the comforts 
I enjoy, — and which promise to be conti- 
nued to me to the end of my days. 

"I have the honour of being, &c. 



'' H. F- 



** And now,'' said Don Cleofas, ^' the 
fair student shuts ^ her book, and resigns 
herself to her pillow, to dream of climbing 
convent walls, I warrant you." *' If," re- 
plied Asmodeus, *' she were to dream that 
she run away with her father's footman, it 
would be more suitable to her waking 
thoughts, — for such an escape she has long 
meditated, and will shortly make. — But 
we will now, if you please, proceed to the 
next house, and examine what is passing 
there. 

" The gentleman whom you see sleep- 
ing so comfortably in that crimson bed, is 
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a member of parliament, of some talents 
and eloquence, who has long been known 
for the independence of his spirit, and a 

rooted enmity to ministers. He now 

dreams that he has just received a certain 
number of bank-notes from the Treasury 
to be silent on a particular parliamentary 
question, — and a promise of the first vacant 
place that may suit him, as the price of his 
opposition : — While the young man in the 
room above him, who his is son, is tos- 
sing about hi his bed, from having lost, 
in reality, at a gaming-house, what the 
imaginary emoluments of his father's dream 
would scarcely be able to satisfy. 

" In the very next house, the worthy 
man, who, as you may perceive, has such 
a complaisant smile on his countenance, 
would be the happiest of human beings, if 
his dream were to last as long as he lives. 
He is a vain, avaricious, mean character, 
who not having strength of mind to do 
great things, or courage to do bold things 
in order to et money, — and having too 
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much pride to live in retirement to save 
it^ has always been employed in contriving 
some little intermediate arrangements to 
keep his cofiers in a respectable state of 
replenishment. The marrying a rich wife 
has been a leading principle in his politics ; 
and he has, alread};,, been so successful as 
to bury one and marry a second, both of 
whom were even rich enough to satisfy 
his hn mediate wishes. 

He, at this . moment, dreams that he 
has buried the second, and is on the point 
of marrying a third, whose fqrtune is equal 
to the united portions of her predecessors, 
and who, withal, is afflicted with a secret 
disorder, that will take her, also very short- 
ly to her grave. What a pity it is, you 
will say, that so much happiness should 
be of so short a duration : — for, instead of 
awaking to new wives and new fortunes, 
he will find upon his breakfast table, when 
he arises, two little bill§ on account of his 
lady ; the one from an apothecary of a 
few guineas, for medicines to her femme 
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de chambre, and the other of five hundred 
pounds, for millinery and other little per- 
sonal decorations for herself. 

" In the adjoining room, the lady her- 
self is not, at present, in so con1;ented a 
state of repose ; — for she actually thinks 
that her Lord is in a situation of real dis- 
tress, from an uncontrollable spirit of ge- 
nerosity, — and that she is making him an 
offer of all her jewels, to relieve him froni 
the mortifying dilemma in which the good- 
ness of his heart has involved him." 

"Knowing what I know,'* said Don 
Cleofas, ^' it would be a curious and en- 
tertaining circumstance to make a third *at 
the breakfast of these agreeable people? — 
but, in the mean time, do, I beg of you, 
inform me concerning the person in a bed 
with purple hangings, and a large book 
on a stand beside it, who appears to be 
laughing and clapping his hands with un- 
common vehemence.'' ^* He is a bishop," 
answered the Demon, who dreams that he 

is, in a state of disguise, in the two shil- 

N 3 
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ling gallery of one of the playhouses, and 
engaged in applauding a favourite actress." 

** Here is something/' replied Don 
Cleofas, *' rather ridiculous in the idea, — 
and yet T cannot^ somehow or other, help 
fancying that this dream may be one of 
those which tell the truth. The priesthood 
of all countries, T believe, find themselves 
disposed to share in the pleasures of the 
laity, and I do not see why they should 
be proscribed them. This very bishop, 
perhaps, may be only repeating, in his 
sleep, what he has done, fifty times,- with- 
out his cassoc, when he was awake." 

" AH that may be very true," answer- 
ed Asoiodeus; *' but I cannot spare time 
to enter into the truth or error of all your 
suggestions. My present province is to 
unfold to you the fancies that play on the 
human brain during the night, without 
aiding your wicked wit, whenever it shall 
be so disposed to apply them, to the re- 
alities of the day. — I must, therefore, beg 
leave to conduct your attention to a lady 
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in a pink satin bed, lined with a light 
green, whose- femme de chambrey in a long 
night-gown, is occasionly supplying hei 
with the invigorating spirits of a smelling- 
bottle. She is an unmarried woman of 
lashion, who, on awaking from a \ery 
frightful dream, has rung down her wo- 
man to^ome and sit by her, till her alarms 
have subsided. — She dreamed^ as she tells 
her servant, — that while she was walk- 
ing in a wood in the country, she was 
most rudely attacked by a recruiting- 
serjeant, who was preparing to take li- 
berties with her she could not name^ — 
when she awoke in a state of palpitation 
she knew not how to describe. While 
the gaining attendant, who was called by 
this confounded dream from a comfortable 
sleep, is secretly wishing that, inst d of a 
drearii of a wood in the country, some* 
thing, similar had happened in reality in 
the chamber in town, — when she might 
have passed the night without ^my disturb?-- 
ance from her lady's bell.'* 
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" All this, *' said DonCleofas, '^ contains 
nothing out of the common order of things. 
It is ^s natural for an old maid to dream 
of being rudely treated by a young man 
in her^ sleep, as it would be unnatural for 
it to happen when she is awake. — ^These 
nocturnal visions of the fancy naturally 
proceed from the common occurrences of 
life; but does it not sometimes happen 
that the sleeping thoughts, if we may caH 
dreams by that name, assume a form so 
totally opposite to any possible circ'um- 
stances of human actions, as not to be 
reconcileable to any idea of connecting 
these fancies of our sleep, with any pos- 
sible events of our waking life. 

*^ It is not my business/* answered 
the Demon, — ^'' nor, to tell you the truth, 
-—my immediate inclination, to lecture 
you on any doubtful points of philo- 
sophy, or to accompany you in any of 
the various ways which ingenious men 
have pursued, in the science of inteltectual 
anatomy.— Nor have I, belieye me, 
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brought you to the parapet of this house 
to attempt fixing the precise points of ana- 
logy between the dreams of the night, arid 
the actions of the day, but to present them 
all for your amusement and instruction in 
the various shapes and forms in which I ac- 
tually discover them. — But as I perceive 
you are gaping for something out of the ^ 
way of common life, however allusive it 
may be to the too common transactions of 
it, — I shall introduce to your notice a 
highly-decorated chamber, where all the 
opiates of wealth cannot command a calm 
and untroubled repose. — The man who 
sleeps in that splendid bed, has been a go- 
vernor in the East Indies, from whence he 
is returned to Europe one of the richest 
men that had ever been employed in the 
Asiatic service of his country: — Though 
actually possessed of a clear revenue of 
'forty thousand pounds a year, — he is 
at this moment suffering all the pains 
of the sharpest hunger. — His dream 
is something like the torments which the 
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lady, the wife of a general officer, who is 
employed in the distant service of his 
country. — The resistance of this virtuous 
woman serving only to inflame his passions 
— and despairing of success from the gen 
tier modes of amorous persuasion, — he 
determines to have recourse to more de- 
cisive methods, — and to employ tlie se- 
verest operations of terror.^ — He according- 
ly contrives that letters, purposely forged, 
and importing a treasonable correspond- 
ence, — should be dropped in her apart- 
ments; — and, on the pretended discovery 
of them, he commands the officers of jus- 
rice to bring her before him ; — and, in a 
secret conversation, informs her of the 
terms ba which she may be restored to 

« 

instant liberty. 

\ *^ On her treating the proposition with 
disdain, he orders her to the confinement 
of a dungeon, — from vvtiich she is made 
to understand, that no release is to be ob- ' 
taiued, but by submitting to gratify the 
wishes of the judge. — Her chastity, how-. 
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ever, still proving superior to her fears, 
— she is informed that sentence of death 
is passed upon her, and that she must pre- 
pare to be burned alive, — or submit herself 
to his pleasure, who only can do away 
he horrid sentence which has been pronoun- 
ced upon her. — ^Thesc terrors not being of 
sufficient force to relax ^her rigid virtue, — 
the enraged judge orders a burning caul- 
dron to be prepared, in which she is to 
be thrown ; — and she is already brought 
forth to chuse the lust of his arms, or the 
tortures of the furnace. — Without hesita- 
tion she prefers the latter, — and is resolved, 
at all events, to die as she lived, true to 
^he husband she adored : — But, as she asks 
of Heaven to give her strength to pass the 
fiery trial, her husband arrives, — seizes the 
libidinous judge, — and orders his soldiers 
to cast him into the cauldron ; — from 
whose flames he is preserved by awaking in ' 
a state of alarm and terror, which may 
give him a very just idea of the feelings 
of some of those unfortunate wretches 
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whom it has been his duty to consign to 
the gallows. 

'* This self-same sleep,'' said Don Cleo- 
fas, ** like death,.--of which it is said to be 
the counterpart, — is a very unceremonious 
leveller of distinctions.'* 

** It is, indeed/* replied Asmodeus ; " and 
that gentleman, whom you see wa king to 
and fro m his bed-chamber, and wrapped in 
a night-gown, — is, at this very moment, of 
the same opinion. — He has been arrived 
but a short time from Spain, where he resided 
for many years in different mercantile capa- 
cities ; — and is. at ' length returned to his 
own country with a comfortable fortune.: — 
He has just dreamed that he was a footman, 
and in a dispute with his master, about 
dirtying his livery ; he escaped being 
knocked down, by awaking from the fright 
of such a disagreeable menace. — He imme- 
diately quitted his bed, — aiid is walking 
about his room to cool his impatience, at 
being put in mind of certain circumstances 
of his former life, during the night, which 
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he takes so much pains to forget through- 
out the day. 

** But tell me, I beseech you/' ex- 
claimed the Count, *' is that merry lady 
sleeping or waking, who laughs so loud 
that the bursts of her mirth reach UB at 
this distance. — I hear her as distinctly al- 
most as if I were in her chamber." j 

" Her mirth," answered the Demon, 
** is the mirth of sleep ; and I will tell 
you the cause of it : — The lady dreams that 
she has lost a considerable sum' of money 
at a . gaming table; — and, in order to pay 
her debts of honour, she has procured a 
tradesman to exchange her real jewels for 
false ones, of the same figure and appear- 
ance, and to pay her the difterence.-- It is 
"the shrewdness of the contrivance, and the 
-complete joke of managinjf the business 
witliout the knowlc.Kve of her husbnml, that 
occasit^ns tlje bursts of huij^^ter which are 
the objects of your curiosity, 

** Ihc laiy in the r» xt ho r^ i^ in a 
very difFjrent situation,— her skre^j \% a vi:ry 
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weeping one, — and her pillow is, at this 
moment, wet with the tears of fancy. — She 
is occupied alsoabout gaming-misfortunes ; 
— and dreams that, having sent a diamond 
ring, in a hurry, to be pawned, in order to 
raise a supply for the moment, — it was un- 
luckily taken to the very jeweller from 
whose shop she had contrived to. purloin it 
about a year before ; — and whom she now 
thinks that she is bribing with a jewel of 
equal value, which she fairly purchased, 
to hush up the matter, and keep it a se- 
cret from the world. 

** But if you would look for real happi- 
ness, you may find it in the curtained com- 
forts of that green bed, which is occupied 
by a page of the court : — He dreams that 
he attends the king, in the character of aid- 
de-camp, at a review, — and that his Majesty 
has done him the honcAir to borrow a poc- 
ket-handkerchief of him. 

" Nor is the woman in' the parallel 
chamber of the adjoining house less satis- 
fied with her situation. — She is a fashion- 
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able woman of the town, and one of the 
most artful seducers of her tribe; — who is 
now dreaming that she is metamorphosed 
into a cat^ and amusing herself in playing 
with a mouse till she devours it. 

** But speaking of transformations,'* 
continued the Demon, '* you may see a 
widow lady, at no great distance, who is 
fallen asleep with Ovid's Metamorphoses in 
her hand,— and is now actually dreaming 
that some or other of the heathen gods has 
descended from Olympus, to make love to 
her, in the shape of an officer of the horse- 
guards. 
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